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NOTICES. 

The General Annual Meeting of the Sussex ABCHiBOLOOicAL Society 
will be held on Thursday, August 5, 1858, at Bayham Abbey, under the 
Presidency of the Mabquis Camden, K.G. 

The reprint of Vol. I. at 10*., and Vols. IV., V., VI., VII., VIIL, and K., 
at 7«. each, may be had, on application, by Members. Vols. II. and III. are 
out of print. 
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Tentb Volume of Susses Ahuh^oloqicai, CollectiqKSi 
the Committee cannot but repeat their satisfnction that the zeal and Jatelligence 
of the Members of the Society have thus enabled them to add another proof 
of its contiuTied prosperity. The General Annua! Meeting at Aruudd, on 
August 13, J8B7,waa numerously attended, under the patronage of his Grace 
the Duke of Norfolk, though their noble President was himself unable to be 
present, and passed off successfully. So comprehensive a sumjuaiy of the 
Society's proceedings was on that occasion read by Mr. M. A. Loner, one of 
the Committee, that it is hoped its republication here may be excused, as 
likely to gratify the Members by the conilensed record of their exertions 
Ljthiring eleven years. 

P "We may fairly ascribe the origin of the Society to the discovery, in the 
autunm of 184Fi, of the remains of Gundrada and De Warenne at Lewes Priory. 
That remarkable exhumation of the illustrious and long-buried dead, excited 
B deep and loug-austained interest, not only in the history of those noble 
personages, but also in the annals of the monastery they had founded, and in 
many cognate but hitherto much -neglected matters of research. The grave 
of the Conqueror's Child became for a season not only a trystiog-place for 
studious antiquaries, but the favourite reaort of intelligent persons of every 
grade. Much old, forgotten lore was dug up from ancient histories and 
monkish chronicles, and by its pribUcation in various forms, a tasle for this 
species of inquiry was widely diffused. Two or three persons, nho had long 
addicted theraselves to the study of the Fast and its monuments, asked each 
other the question, whether it would not be possible to form a Society for the 
prosecution of researches not only into the antiquities of Lewes, but also into 
those of the whole county of Sussei ? An impulse had been recently given to 
antiquarian isxn by the formation of the Archeeologicol Association and the 
Archaological Institute, and in several counties of England local societies were 



I ipringing into existence. SiiouUI Sussex, nliicli line! long ago been cliarnc- 
terised aa the " Holy Land of Gotliic Abbejs and Caslles,' be left behind ia 
such n pursuit ? Assuredly not ; and the project once coii(«iTed was speedily 
carried into effect. We were not wanting in zeal, but our ambition was 
limited. Mr. Qlaauw, ivbo has from the comtnenceaent so enei^etiniUy and 
so intelligently enecuted the office of Honorary Secretary, thought we might 
succeed in enlisting thirty or forty persons in the scheme, who could hold 
periodical meetings, visit castles and churches, and read papers about them. 
Anything like the printing of those papers in goodly, well-illustrated volume*; 
anytliing like the gay and agreeable annual gatherings which have distinguished 
and popuhiri^ed the Society, was never dreamed of in those infantine days of 
our eiistence. Infantine, I said ; but we scarcely had an infancy ; for no 
sooner was our scheme fairly broached, than we sprang into a sudden and 
well -developed adolescence and a vigorous manhood I At the formation 
meeting, held in the County Hall, at Lewes, on the 18th of June, 1846, we 
enrolled about fifty members, comprising a representation of nearly every 
social grade in the counly. Three weeVs later, July 9lh, when we held our 
first general meeting in the oldest building in Suasen, Pevensey Castle, our 
number had risen to ninety, and, including visitors, 150 persona were assem- 
bled. Many now present well I'emembcr that agreeable field-day, as well as 
the minor or quarterly meetings subsequently held at Brighton and Shoreham. 
Every meeting brought an accessioTi of new members, and when the annual 
meeting which opened the second year of the Society's existence was held at 
Chichester, July 1, 1847, our numbers had more than doubled, The Com- 
mittee then resolved on publishing the reault of the Society's researches, and 
the first volume of the Archaological Oollectiont — a tangible evidence of 
vitality — was presented to the members at Christmas, 1847, when the Society 
was just eighteen months old. It was but a little one, of less that 200 pages, 
but still it was looked upon by all as rather good fruit from so young a tree ; 
in the language of nurses, ' it was a fine child for its age,' and those of us 
who assisted at its birth were not a little proud of the literary bonlling. Eight 
sister volumes of larger bulk have since been produced, all more or less attrac- 
tive in personal appearance, and more or less clever and intelligent, but still 
we cannot but attach a sort of fond preference to our firstborn. I will not 
trouble you with a dry catalogue of our meetings, annual and quarterly, nor 
with a table of the contents of our nine volumes — the meetings are in your 
memory, the books upon your shelves. Our annual meeting, and our ncariy 
annual volume, have been the great features of the Society's operations. The 
two questions in every Member's mouth have been — the first, ' Where do we 
meet this year?' and the second, ' When does our volume come outP' To the 
great majority of you the duties of membership are not onerous ; for they 
consist simply of enjoying n summer day's ramble among picturesque scenery 
and ancient buildings, and of perusing by your firesides the now familiar octavo 




I llie Suitex Arehttoloyical OnUecUoat. Upon b few ol us, uatni'ly, lliu 
g Cominittee, aud the pa [rt- writers, heavier eiertions tlevoive, Meetiog 
:r mectiDg has to be held to deviae, and plan, and nrrauge, and the midnight 
a occasionally wasted in the production of essays and disaettations. But 
e you, the great body, are pleaaed, we, the working head and putpitatiitg 
content to exert ourselves for the general benefit, and to carry on the 
J work of iliustrating olden mannera and forgotten histories. 
" A few words on our annnat meetings, which have so liappiiy brought toge- 
ther persons from remote parts of the county of diBerctit social grades, and 
various pursuits in life, each vying with each in the promotion of archteology 
iiud good fellowship, ^liat a glorious day bad we ouce before in this timc- 
hououri'd and beautiful town ! Who forgets Wistou and Battle Abbey, and 
our reception by their hospitable owners ? Who does not remmber the cordud 
welcomes of Rye and Boiiiam and Horsham ? If /n/;i(*r i'^Moifw prevailed ut 
Herstuonceux and Goodwood, who amongst our visitors did not make the best 
of it, and set at defiance the watery element, hy hilarity and good-wUl ? Some 
of the hypercritical sort taunt us with undervaluiag archtBological science by 
t^ cheerful conviviality — they think forsooth that we ought to be constantly 

(laying the spade and pickaxe, or turning over the musty leaves of chartularies 
■Bd chrouicles. But while the pickaxe and the spade are at all due places and 
■BUS iu requisition by those who can wield them — while the chronicle and the 
llhu-tulary are by no means neglected, why should we obstinately repudiate 
^picturesque scenes, the joyous expressions of kindly feeling, the nine and the 
'■fuiison, and, above all, the benign influence of bright eyes and sunny faces 
which are ever the concomitants of our charming anniversary P 

"The objects of this Society, as embodied in our original prospectus, 

embrace ' whatever relates to the civil or ecclesiastical history, topography, 

uicient buildings, of works of art, within the county ; and for this purpose the 

niety invite communications on such subjects, especially from those noblemen 

itlemen who possess estates in the county, and who may materially 

rist the completion of the county history, now very imperfect, by the loan of 

icient documents, relating to esUites, manors, wills, or pedigrees, and of any 

r object generally connected with the ancient histoiy of Sussex. The 

wicty will collect manuscripts and books, drawings and prints, coins and 

ir copies thereof, rubbings of brasses, descriptive notices and plans of 

rches. castles, mausions, or other buildings of antiquarian interest ; such 

eotiona to be preserved and made available for the purposes of the Society, 

if publication or otherwise.' 

" Such was the task we originally prescribed to ourselves — such the promise 

we held forth to the people of Sussex at tlie outset — such was the tenor of the 

^^ very first paper published in our Colleeliom. Mr. Blaauw, who wrote that 

^L(fq>er, must experience singular satisfaction in observing how literally his 

^^EdggestLons nnd anticipations, as to the work our Society was to do, have been 



reatur^ 1 Let us briefly review the real achievemeuts of the Society, aiul sas ■ 
bot(faT its objects have been accomplished. We liave ransacked almost every 
,, con^V|flblc branch of arcbieologicBl inquiry, and investigated the customa 
and manneii of all sorts and conditions of men, in relation to our beloved 
Sussex. And, although a hundred volumes would by no means exhaust tho ' 
diversified topics, yet I venture to assert that there is scarcely any subject, ' . 
proper to an arch ecological society, that has not received some attention from ~ 
our various coutributors. 1 hope I shall not be considered as carrying self- 
glorification, as to the Society, too far ; hut, since a line of proof is preferable 
to a pnge of assertions, I will proceed briefly to recall to your recollection the 
varied matters bandied in our nine volumes. Castles, religious houses, and 
churches, suggest themselves to antiquaries as prominent objects of curiosity 
and interest, and, accordingly, our pages present, for the first time, a tolerably 
full and uccnrate account of the time-honoured remains of the Castles of Pe- 
reusey, Knepp. Herstmonceus, Bramber, Sedgwick, and Bodiam, their annals 
and their lords— of the monastic institutions with which Sussex once abounded 
— of Lewes, Wilmington, MflUing, St. Mary's Hospital at Chichester, Otham, 
Kasper,Miclielhain,Durford, Bobertsbridge, Bosham, Eascbourae, Sedlescomb, 
Shipley, and Bayham, their founders, abbots, priors, preceptors, and bene- 
factors — of the churches of Bishopston, Chalvington, West Dean, Wilmington, 
Fletching, Pramfield, Sleyning, Berwick, Seaford, Worth, Busted, Denton, 
Itotlingdean, Newhaven, Bodiam, and Elchinghnm, some of which possess 
features of extraordinary rarity and interest. To the ecclesiologiat there are 
few counties more attractive than Sussex— not for the splendour and magni- 
fieence of its edifices— not for their vast extent or towering altitude — but for 
simple forms and peculiar arrangements. Some, at least, of these have received 
the attention of our members. Other architectural subjects have also engaged 
our attention, including Chichester Cathedral and Cross, the Lantern at Lewea 
Prioij ; Street Place, Laughton Place, Cowdrny House, Crowhurst Hall, the 
Stat Inn at Alfriaton, the audent Rcdoty-house at West Dean, carved frag- 
ments from Lewes Priory, encaustic tiles from many places, and mural 
paintings at Portslade, Linddeld, Stedham, and St. Olavc's, Chichester. Tn 
the last instance the painted wall concealed some Itoman materials worked up 
into a very early church. The same thing has been remarked nt Buocton 
Chapel in this county, and elsewhere. This reminds me that our Society haa 
not been inattentive to the Boraan remains of Sussex. Among other objects 
in this department of archieology, our volumes contain papers on some remains 
of a villa at Eastbourne, on a Itoman building at Wiston, on Roman remains 
at Newhaven, on the far-famed votive inscription to Neptune and Minerva at 
Goodwood, on various urns, coins, be, of that period, and, above all, on the 
identification of our favourite Pevensey with the Anderida of the Eomans, 
together with a report of eieavations carried on there, which, thongh they 
failed in any very Eucccsaful illustration of the Bomnn rcmaius, issued in the 




discovery of the fouudationa of a very curious N'onDon cbapel, nilli its font, 
piscina, and tbe graves of its ctiaplnius remaining in »latu quo. Nor must vre 
overlook that curious circular llomon cemetery ot Bonner, on the South Downs, 
excavated at the Society's expense, the results of which, in objects of pottery, 
metal, anrl glass, are now in our Museum, In tbe more uncertain region of 
Celtic nutiquities our researches liave brought to light many iateresting objects, 
which have been duly described in the Collecliom. It will suffice to mention the 
urns from Alfriston, now in the British Museum, the similar objects from the 
neighbourhood of Chichester, the primeval remains in the same locality, the 
earlhivorks of the South Downs, and now recently the remarkable tumulus at 
Hove, with its unique amber cup. Various other barrows have been examined 
and described ; and among other discoveries our Society has been instrumental 
in bringing forward some of the best specimens in existence of the bronze 
instruments known as Celts. In the department of Nurabmatics, some 
valuable discoveries have been made in British, Soman, Cufic, and Saxon coins. 
The collection of our friend Mr. William Harvey is rich in Sussex specimens, 
which but for tts viijilauce might have been lost to the county. Among 
monuments ol tbe illustrious dead described m our volumes, are those in the 
College Chapel which we have to-day seen, and those of a De Braose ut Lewes 
Priory, of a Keynes at llorsted, of Sir David Owen at Midhurst. and of many 
other personages, both lay and ecclesiastic. Several brasses have been figured 
at tbe expense of the Society, and it is hoped that eventually the whole series 
may be completed. Some of the papers published by us form respectable 
monographs upon local topography, and have been separately published from 
our Colleclioiu. One of the best town histories ever printed, Mr, Durrant 
Cooper's ffincieliea, was originally written for us, but, being found too bulky 
for our volume, was published as an independent work. Local history is 
always more or less illustrative of that of our country i but some of the papers 
we have published are really chapters of no inconsiderable importance in 
English history. It will suffice to mention the paiiers on the Battle of 
Hastings, the Holl of Battel Abbey, the Boyal Journeys in Sussex, the Letters 
of Prince Edward (subsequently King Edward II.), the Notices of the Barons' 
Wars, alittleearlieriadate, Queen Elizabeth's Journey in Sussex, and the inci- 
dents of the Civil Wars in relation to this county. The mention of this last topic 
reminds me that two highly interesting relics of that troublous period, namely, 
the Pocket Clock of King Charles, and the Pocket Bible of Olivet Cromwell, 
have both been exhibited at our meetings, and described in our proceedings. 
Happy are we who can survey with equal interest, and without one element of 
strife, these relics of two such antagonistic Englishmen I Legendary history 
has not been neglected by lis, as witness the curious memoirs of our Sussex 
Saint, Lewinna, and the story of Sir Bevis of Arundel. In personal biography 
sotaething has been done in regard to the Earls of \Vareune ; St. Bichard and 
Kalph de Nevill, Bishops of Chichester; Andrew Borde; Dr. Kidder, Bishop of 



Balh uiid VVella, oud several olliers. lu Genealogy we have produced eilher 
new pedigrees, or greet rectifications of old ones, for the various families of 
Lewknor, Stapley, Borde, Scrase, Wjborjje, Braoae, Miller, Kidder, Newton, 
Bodiam, Wardem, Dalyngruge, Elphick, Harrison, and Hurdis. Few pspers 
in our volumeB have proved so generally acceptable as those which treat of 
the manners and customs of different periods. We hove attempted alike to 
illustrate the mode of living pursued by the great, aa exemplified iu the rules 
and orders of Viscount Montague of Cowdray, and by the humble, as shown 
in the sketches of Southdown shepherd life, or in the simple records of many 
a parish register. Several curious feudal tenures, now oi' lately subsisting, 
Itnve also been ably described. Of Dr. Burton's amusing and scholarly Iter 
SuiKxieHK, abstracted in a lute volume, 1 can only say that Sussex stjuires seem 
to have vastly improved in recent tinies. Various branches of industrial art 
have also beeu attended to, especially the labours of the iron-mnker and the 
miller in long bygone ages. But, perhaps, of all our productions none have 
afforded more gratitication to a retrospective taste than the curious diaries 
and memorandum-books whieh have been edited for our use. One and all of 
tliose painstaking men who recorded their daily sayings and doings in ordi- 
nary life deserve our best thanks, from Giles Moore, the country parson, whose 
name Mr. Blencowe has made as familiar to us as any household word, down 
to Walter Gale, the poor village schoolmaster, whose many enemies, but espe- 
cially the one tliat he so often put into his own mouth, finally effected his 
ruin 1 All these things, and many more, have claimed and secured the 
attention of the Society in such a manner as effectually to silence cacillers, if 
such there be, as to the fulfUment of the promise originally held out by the 
Sussex ArchteologicaJ Society. 

"The present summer has witnessed a little episode in the hblory of our 
Society, which is, I believe, unexampled in that of any similar body. Some 
of us — a little detachment of our army — have crossed the seas — have entered 
Normandy ; and if in our visit to the two capitals of that ancient provini«, 
and other famous sites, we failed to reannex the duchy to the English crown, 
we at least won something, for we won ' golden opinions from all sorts of 
men,' both French and English, as witness the glowing reports in both lan- 
guages which the newspapers (especially the French ones) have afforded. I 
trust that another year will witness a attU larger undertaking of the same sort, 
with still more sfttiafactory residls." 

An agreeable Meeting of the Society, J.G. Dodaon.Esq,, M.P., in the chair, 
waaalso held at Cuckfield on Oct, 16, 1857, at which the Rev. Mr. Dale read a 
paper on a recently reopened Doorway inBolney Church, which he considered 
to be Saxon. Sevcnd c«lts of mixed metui, found a little below the aurfuce at 
Danny, were exhibited by W. Campion, Esq., and appeared to have been the 
contents of some artificer's tool-bag, as they were woru and ground down like 



^^Pbttmon moderu cliiBulf. Two nntiqne wooden bowls were eihiliiteii by Mr. 

^^B^k, which appeared to have been in use as metisures : oil their exterior the 

arms of the city of Chichester were imperfectly branded ; and the same 

gentleman aliuded to some aneient iron chiiniiey-bBcks in the neighbourhood, 

which exhibited the Eoyal Arms of Charles II., and those of James II. when 

ord High Admiral, with a ducal coronet and an anchor. Mr. Blencowe read 

me intereatiug letters of the seventeenth century, which related to Sir William 

iDpion, and others. These form part of the contents of the present volume. 

teresting visits were paid by the Members present to Cuckfield Church, and 

erwarda to Ockenden House, so well known as the former residence of 

Pimotby EurreU, whose memoranda are found in a former volume -, and also 

Tnokfield Place, the ancient mansion of Warden Sergison, Esq., which a 

a writer is supposed to have adopted us the scene of his novel. The 

raldic history of many of the distinguished fumilies of the county may be 

d on one of its curious ceilings, which is of great beauty and interest. 

• The Committee now present, as usual, their Annual Financial Account, and 

|i doing so, would beg to impress strongly upon their Members the great ad- 

intage which would be derived from punctual payments of the subscriptions 

t the beginning of the year, either by transmitting them to the Treasurer 

r to the gentlemen who have so kindly undertaken to net as Local 

ie« in the various districts, as now recently remodelled. From want 

jpf attention to this, an amount of arrears due often accumulates, so as to 

fipple the immediate action of the Society, even when it is really entitled 

a considerable balance, 
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At the time when the following series of Letters, which, 
through tlie kindness of Mr. Campion, are now presented to 
"e public, were written, the fine old house and estate of 

*anny did not belong to the ancient family of Campion. 

hey resided at that time at Corabwell, in Kent, a handsome 

old place, now much reduced, and converted into a fai"m-hou8e, 

on the borders of Sussex ; but they were intimately connected 

with our county. Combwell, which is still in their possession, 

not their original sent; Essex is the county to which they 

in be first traced, to a place bearing their name, " Campion's 

all," near Epping, though it does not now belong to them. 
They still, however, retain a satisfactory connection with that 
county, by the possession of property therein,^ 

The first letter in the series is written by William Campion, 
when a youth of about fifteen, to his father, Sir William, in 
the year 1633. It was much the custom in those days to 
send young men of family to finish their education in France : 
a [iractice which Milton, in his Treatise on Education, alludes 
to in strong terras of reprobation, recommending the youth of 
England " to ride out in companies, with prudent and staid 
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guides, to all the quarters of their own country." He says, 
89 a reason for so doing, — " We shall llien not need the 
Monsicurs of Paris to take our hopeful youth into their slight 
and prodigal custodJe, and send them over back to us formed 
into mimicks, apes, and kickshawes," In obedience to this 
custom. Sir William Campion sent his son to the Continent 
under the care of a Mr. Mouatt ; and certainly in this case no 
such results as tllose alluded to by Milton, followed ; for 
William Campion proved himself, in after life, to be a gallant 
soldier and a worthy gentleman. 

At the time when these letters were written, the cruel 
severity ' practised by parents in the education of their 
children, had much abated. The Earl of Northumberland, 
in his instructions to his son Henry Percy, written in 1608. 
alludes to the change that had occurred then, and speaks of 
the ill effect the contrary system had produced upon himself. 
But this austerity had not been superseded by the free-and- 
easy customs of the present day. There was always a reve- 
rential tone of intercourse on the part of children towards 
their parents ; and in that spirit the following letter, addressed 
" To the Right WorshijifuU his very loving Father Sir William 
Campion, Knight, at Combwell," is written i — 

Kinde Father.^As mv duly bindes mee, by these few lines I will give yoQ 
to uuderatand how all tninges have gone witb mee and tny companioD until 
this present time. How wo got to Roaiine you have heard by our former 
letters, from whence wee went to Paris, where wee stay'd eight dayes, in which 
time wee saw the chief places of Paris ; from thence wee went to Orleans, 
where wee lay three dayes ; there wee took boat : wee were a day more than 
ordinary on the water, because the wind was very strong against us, but by 
that means wee saw all the townes which lie upon the river : wee are hero 
now at last (ihankes be to God), aafely arrived at Sommer, a very deare town, 
because of the many strangers that are in it, anil the emalness of it. I can 
heare of no gentlemen that are pensioned here under ten crowns in the month. 
• " • • We are pensioned in a private house, and our host is a pothecary. 
Thus with my earnest duly remembered unto j-ou, and with earnest prayers 
to Almighty God for your health and safety, I rest your ever obedient son to 
his utmost power, William Campion. 

Apriiiilh, 1B33. 

In a letter from Mr. Mouatt, addressed to " The Worship- 
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full and his much-renowned friend Sir Wm. Campion, Knt.,' 



If Mr. CiinipiDiL haJ some more entrance of the langaages, I would take a 
course tliat is cheaper, but as yet I will not venture to remove. We lodge with 
nne Lizer, an apothecary, a very honest tnan of our religion. French and 
Italian and Latin is our speech; as for English, it is banished out of our 
commonwealth. • • • For the present wee lacke nothing but language, 
and that wee study unto painfully, and I beseech God to grant ua His bleas- 
inge upon our endearours. I suppose you neede not fenre to finde your sou 
steadfast in religjoa at his returue ; for the more he seetli these fopperies, the 
worse he loveth their courses and wayes. 1 trust in God he shall never 
frustrate your expectations ; and bo, praying for your Worshipp's good health 
and prosperitie, I reste, and ever shall continue yours in all submissive 
service, James Mouatt. 

From Sauraur they removed to Angers ; but at the approach 
of Lent, Mr. Mouatt HTites that they are about to return to 
their old quarters, " for the Protestant towues smell best then, 
and the doctrine of abstinence from meates is not agreeable 
to our tastes." 

Sir William Campion, when in London, lived in Barbican,' 
and thither came, as Chiistmas approached, hampers filled 
with good things, announced by a letter from his " steward 
and lovinge scrvante.WillifimTetsall"'- — "Master Roberts has 
sent no deare yet. There is sent up a motten (mutton), a 
barrel of eggs, fower ribspares, two chaynes (chines), a goose, 
three drest poultrie, four Uve poultrie, four hogges cheekes 
and feet and hames (liams) of two hogges mustered, one 
bottel of meade, three brace of partridges, and a brace of vea- 
sants (pheasants)," the letter concluding with the satisfactory 
intelligence that " all thinges is well at home." 

The exact date of Sir William Catnpion's death has not 
been ascertained. The youth whose letter we have transcribed, 
married, when just of age, Grace, the daughter of Sir Thomas 
Parker, of Ratton, near Eastbourne; and in an old family 

Iible we find the following record of the births and deaths 
' several of their children, m her handwriting : — 
" My eldest son, William Campion, was borne at Hollington, 
in Sussex, and was baptised rebniary 6th, 1639. 
*' My third sonne, Edward Campion, was borne the llth of 
* Beverol buusea in that noighbourhood is hia, oamelj, the Condemned Cell, i 
iU remkiii in the poHeeiion of lijs de- " 
nduit, Hud ■ rery rfmarluible tenement 
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August at tbree or four of the cloke on Tuesday morn- 
ing. His godfather was Mr. Edward Sackville, my 
Lord of Dorset's second sonue, and Mr. Edward 
Campion, uiy husband's brother ; his godmother, Mrs. 
Mary Parker. I praye God blesse his life to mee ! 
" My second sonne was Henry Campion ; and one daughter, 
Philadelphia Campion ; these it pleased God to take ^ 
from me," I 

When the Civil War broke out, Sir William Campion, who 
had succeeded to his father's estates, attached himself heartily 
to the King's cause. In 1645, we find him a colonel in the 
Royal army, in command of the garrison of Borstall House, 
in Buckinghamshire. This fortified old mansion he defended 
with great resolution against the Parliamentary forces, to the 
last ; nor would he surrender it, till all further defence was 
hopeless, till Oxford capitulated, and the fortunes of Charles 
were desperate. In the course of the siege, a long and in- 
teresting correspondence took place between Sir William Cam- 
pica and several officers of the Parliament's army, and others, 
of which the original letters are preserved at Danny. The 
whole of the correspondence has been published in Lipscombe's 
History of Bnckinyhaitishire, in his account of Borstall House ; 
but, as his work is not very accessible to many of our readers, 
it is hoped that we shall be excused if we draw largely from it. 
The letters which passed between them are honourable to all 
parties, and are written in a gallant, humane, and courteous 
spirit. 

The first letter which we have selected, is from Secretary 
Nicholas to Sir William, written by the King's order : — I 

Marrh 'Hk, 1644. . 
" Sir,— I have acquainted his Majesty with the letter I received this after- 
Doone from you, which speaks of the eucceas you have had against the rcbrlls ; 
and I am comiutiiiiled to return his ixiyal thankes both for that good piece of 
service, and your juat and faire carriage in returning those plundered teamcs 
to the proper owners, which were recovered from the rebells. This kind of 
treating tlie eoutitry will not only win reputation to yoursdfe, hut heartes to 
hia Maji^ty, and affection to his service ; nud therefore he desires you to 
continue to protect and guard Hiem and theirs from the injury and spojle of 
the rebella, as far as you are able. • • • 

Your afiectionale friead and humble servant, Edward Nicholas. 

To a summons sent by Sir Thomas Fairfax to surrender 
the place, he replies ; — 
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You have sent unto me n summons to aurrender this house for the service 
ot the kingdom. I thought that ciinl had long ere this been very stale, con- 
sidering the King's often declamtiona and protestations to the contrary, and bow 
sufficient only to cozen women and poore ignorant people. For your curtisies, 
80 far aa they are consonant to ray honour, I embrace them. In this place I 
absolutely consider them destructive, not only to my honor, but also to my 
conscience. I am therefore ready to undergo all inconveniences whatsoever, 
rather than submit to any, much less to these so dishonorable and unworthy. 

The foIlowiDg letter, written the same day, must have been 
in answer to some application from Sir William Campion to 
allow his lady to quit the place, which was on the point of 
being besieged. 

Sir, — It is much against my mjnde to bee thought guilty in the least 
measure of any act that hath but the color of denyall to a request that is so 
civil, and which to many may seem most reasonable ; but being at present soe 
faiTe engaged in a desigue upon your house, which I hope speedily to effect, 
I cannot, without much prejudice to the encompassing thereof, grant what 
you desyre ; hut if your lady, or any other gentlewoman there should fall into 
my power, I assure yon I shall take care that the tike civility may never be 
used by any of this army which hath lately been eieeuted by some of yours 
at Leicester ; and shall remayne. Your servant, Fairfax. 

Tlie next letter is from Colonel Herbert Morley,^ one of 
the most active and distinguished oflScers of the Parliament's 
army connected with the county of Sussex : — 

Julg Zird, 1645. 

Sir, — Old acquaintance needs no apology. All your Susses friends are 
in health, and continue their worthy affections towards you, especially valew- 
ing your welfare with theire owne. I could impart more, but letters are 
subject to miscarriage, therefore I reserve myself to a more fit opportunity. 
If you please, in return hereof, to send me a character, I shall (;lBdly send tQ 
cipher what I am unwilling to delineate. If a conference might be had, I 
conceive it would be most for the satisfaction of us both, to prevent any 
possible hazard of your person. If you please to let your lady meet me at 
Watford or Berkhampstced, or come hither, I will procure her a pass, and 

Iiske it evidently appear that I am your most affectionate friend, 
* Sib WiLLiAU Caupion lo Colonei. Mobi.ey. 

Augmt Ut, 16*5. 
Sir, — I am ghid to hear of the welfare of my friends in Sussex. For any 
usiiicss you have to impart to me, I have that couHdence in you, by reason 
of our former acquaintance, that I should not make any scruple to send my 
wife to the places mentioned; but the truth is, she is at present soe neare her 
time for lying downe, for she espects to be brought to bed withiu less thou 

' For a further acwonl of Colonel from 1612 to 1650."— Tol. V. SMm* 
Morley, >b« Mr. Bljinuw's papor entitled Arch. Colleeiioiu. 
" pBSBBgo o[ the OitU War in Smaei, 
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fourteen dnys, that she is altogether unlit to take soe long a journey. • • < 

Assure yourself tbat there is none living tbat shnll be more glad to linde out 
a way to aerve you, tban, Sir, Your true friend and servant. 



Colonel Moblzy to Sib William Campion. | 

Sir,— I beg 1 may love you without offenee, Blthough at Borstall, and pre- 
sume «> far on our old friendshiji, as to assure myself you stand soe much 
upon your reputation, that you vrill use the liearer hereof, being an honest 
man whom your friends have persuaded to be their messenger, to convey their 
respects to you. I shall only desire you to send your ladye speedDy among 
your friends here, not knowing how soon Oxford and your garrison may be 
blocked up. In what I can serve you, assure yourself you may command 
Your affeotionale servant, 

Herbebt Mobley. 

To which he replies : — 

Sir,^I thaalte you for your kind letter, especially for the courtesie you 
proffer ray wife. 1 would willingly have made use of your proffer, but that 
she is absolutely incapable, being soe neare her time. • • However, if it ever 
lie in my power, as I doubt not but it may be, i shall study lo deserve your 
bvour. 

As to the subject proposed for discussion togetlier, he sends 
this, " his absolute answer "; — 

I did not rashly or unadvisedly put myself upon this service, for it was 
daily in my prayers, for two or three months together, to God to direct mee 
in the right way, and, besides, 1 hud conference with divers able and honest 
men for advice, who confirmed mee in my judgement. When I first came to 
the King, hee, to my knowledge, was in n far worse condition than now ; but 
I see and feele, that God owcth a judgement to this land, and is now repaying 
it for our sins; but I nm as confident as I am alive, that the King or his 
posterttie at length will be restored, which I am bound to assist to my power 
by my oath of dlegiance ; but rather than fayle 1 bad rather die a beggar, 
than wittingly and willingly to violate my conscience towards my God and 
my King. I believe that jou thinke not that I fight for Popery ; God knowa 
my heart, I abhor it. God prosper ^mee no further than my desires and 
endeavours tend to the preservation of the Protestant religion settled in 
Queen Elizabeth's days, the just prerogative of the King, and just privilege 
of Parliament. However, I heartily thank you for your deaire of the pre- 
servation of mee and mine, and if ever it lie in my power to doe any courtesy 
for you, it shall not be wanting in your faithful friend and servant, 

BorHaU. ^uffuit 9Hi, 16+5. W. CiKriOK. 

It appears, from a subsequent letter from Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
that a vigorous attack was made upon Borstall, in conse- 
quence of the refusal to surrender the place, and that the 
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assailants were beaten off with considerable loss. Clnrentlon 
alludes to it more than ouce, and says that Pairfax lost both 
officers and men there. The place still held out when Sir 
William Campion received the following letter from Mr.U'Oilej', 
with an appeal for the release of a servant of the Lady Temple, 
^rbich we may well believe was not to be resisted : — 

^B CiUKLEs U'OiLEY to Sir Wilitam Campion, 

F Newport PaijntU, Sept. 13«, 1645. 

Sir, — I am desired by the Lody Temple to write to you for the release of 
her man, which was taken by oome of jour forces in Buckinghamshire. I shaU 
desire you will not detnin him, least it be made a pressident. When I wna 
in the army, my Lord Qencrall sent home the King's servanta when he took 
any, and other men's servants who are now in arms against us ; therefore I 
think it rensonahle that this man should be enlarged, seeing he never bore 
arms, nor his lady, that 1 can underatand. If you shall refuse this, we shall 
sett all the ladyes of your side uppon your backs, for 1 know they can as ill 
spare their gentlemen ushers as ours can, which I leave to your serious con- 
sideration. Bemaining, Sir, Your servant in what I may, 

CnABLES D'OlLEY. 

It was a serious matter in those days — and indeed, when is 
it not so ? — to have the " ladyes sett nppon a man's back," for 
their influence was verj- great, from the Queen downwards : 
too great, as Clarendon intimates as clearly as he dared to do. 
Oxford, he says, " was at that time full of lords and ladies, 
and the last liked their quarters in the fine old colleges and 
halls so well, that they prevailed upon the King to stay there," 
when, according to his opinion, it would have been far wiser 
to have left a strong garrison there, and to have moved with his 
court into the west, where his party was much stronger than 
in the central parts of England. 

From Majou Shilbol'rne io Sik William Campion, 
— I received a message by my trumpet, whereby I understand you 
a rundlet of sack. Sir, I assure you there is none in this towne worth 
■ending to soe gnllant an enemy as youraelfe, but I have sent to London for 
a rundlet of the best that can be got, and soe soone as it comes to my hands 
I shall present it to you. For the mean lime, Col. Theed hath sent you a 
taste of the best that is in Brill. I should be very happy if wee might meete 
and drink a bottle or two of mine with you. If it be not allowed your con- 
dition to honour me with soe high a favour, the civilities 1 have received 
engage me to acknowledge myaelfe to be, 
^^_ Sir, vour servant, 
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Sib WiLLtAM Campion to Majoe Shilbodkne. 
I did tell yoDr trumpet, that if you would mdiI us ftome sacke, we would 
drinke your health ; but you have expressed yourseUe soe foire, that I am afraid 
I abtill not suddenly be able to re((uite it, neTCrtbelesse I shall let slip noe 
opportunity for meeting of you. I should he glad to embrace an occasion, 
but by reason of the condition wee are in, I know it would not be consonant 
with myne honour, and, besides, some detracting villains (upon what ground I 
knowe not) have raised in the country such scandalous reports, that, should any 
thing happen amisse to mee or the garrison, it would be ill construed. But, 
if you please to favour me with your company here (which I am eoniident may 
be done without any prejudice at all to either), vou and your friends shall re- 
ceive the best entertainment the garrison can afforde, and a safe retume, and 
you shall much oblige him who is very desirous to be esteemed of you, as 

Sir, your servant, W, C, 

The " detracting villains " to whom he alludes, had entirely 
fniled to shake the confidence of his royal master in his faithftU 
servant, as is clear from the following letter ; — 

Secrktabv Nicholas to Sib Williau Caupion. 

Jpril 1th, 1646. 

Charlea R. — Trusty and well-beloved, wee greete you well. Wee hove 
•eene the letter dated this day, to Seeretary Nicholas, who, by our command, 
hath exAOiJned the reports given out concerning you, which by liim wee under- 
itand to be very frivolous, and such as deserve our own and your sconme rather 
than farther inquisition, let wee have appointed him to make what more 
enquiry may be requisite, and to endeavour that satisfaction may be given 
you therein, by punishment on the persons that shall be found faulty in that 
aUnder. Wee assure you do misreport shall take place with us to the lessen- 
ing of the good opinion and full conRdence which your many faithful services 
have filed in us of your loyalty and honeat resolutions, which, whenever it 
•halt please God to bring us out of these distresses, we shall remember and 
recompense. In the mean time wee desire you to use your utmost endeavours 
to defend the garrison wee have entrusted to your charge, and not to part 
from it, on any terms, till you hear farther from us, or from our comniis- 
aioners at Oxford. 

Given at our Court at Oxford, the 7th Aprill, ll!+6. 

By his Majesty's command. 
Governor of Borstal!. Enw. Nicholas. 

MagUik, 1646. 

Sir, — 1 doc by these summon you to deliver upp Borstall House into my 

hands, for the use of the Parliament. You may have honourable terms fur 

yourself and all within the garrison, if you seasonably accept thereof. I desire 

your answer this day. Fairfax. 

In reply to this summons, Sir William Campion desires the 
favour to be allowed to send to his Majesty, to know his will, 
or to the conmiissionors at Oxford, to know their resolutions, 
and concludes, — 




reijuesta, vou ahull oblige mee, 
... . may he with honor. If other- 

I sImII endeaTOur, to my utiuost, to jierfect the trust his Mnjcstic hath 
■ ' upon me, and remain, 

Sir, your himible acrvBut, 
Boralall, May UtA, Ifi+S. William Campion. 



F/VoM Sib William Campion to the Kino. 
May %%th, ]6i6. 
Sir, — The enemie hath blocked us up allraost eight weeks. On the 12th 
of this month, I receaved Sir Thomas Fairfax his aummona. 1 have had 
several parlies with the euemye, who have told me I shall have very gfioA con- 
ditions if I would surrender your garrison — withnll, that your Majestic was 
in their hands, and I could bave no hopes of reLiefc. My answer to the one 
and the other was, that if your Majestic were in their power, it could be no 
prejudice to thpm to suffer mee to send a messenger to Know your M^'estie'a 
pleasure and commaiid ; that bciiig refused, we were resolved to scU ourselves 
03 Ueare as we could, and, though what they tohl mo were true, I could not 

?art with my trust without onlera. The bearer hereof, Capt. Bylces, of whom 
beseech jour Majeslie to take notice, hath been content to hazard himselfe, 
to fetch unto me your Majestic's will and pleasure. I shall not value my life, 
fortune, or posteritie, to serve your Majestic, and I thank God, the genllemcu 
Bud others of this garrison arc well resolved, as I doubt not of your Mnjeslie's 
care of us ; my resolution is to keep it unto the endc. 
^_ Your Mfljcstie's most faithful servant and humble subject, 

^L W. Campion. 

^FHis friend Major Shilbourne, writing to him to say that 
ne could not persuade the General to allow him to scud to 
0.iford, adds : — " I could heartily wish you would make uo 
more niceties of a businesse that you and the gentlemen with 
you are so much concerned in. 1 am confident you may have 
good conditions, and should be very sorry if you shall still 
denye them. It is conceived they will not stande longc ero 
they conclude upon these propositions, and I assure you, upon 
the word of a soldier, it will be too late for you to expect such 
conditions as now you may have." " My Lord Wharton," he 
says, in a postscript, " was here yesterday, and he is much 
sett against you, because you are so obstinate, and soc are 
divers others, there being no possibilitie of any rehefe. ITie 
Scots and the Parliament are very well agreed, Montrose dis- 
banded, and those garrisons in Scotland are to be delivered to 
the Parhament forces there ; this I can assure you is true." 
I pray you," says Sir William Fairfax, in a letter to Major 
ilbourne, dated from Haddington, " shew him this letter 
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from Sir Thomas Glenham,' and if he knows his hand, I believe 
the sight of it will satisfie him. • » * * What can he expect 
by holding out longer, but an impossibility of ever making 
any termes for himselfe, either to the saving of his person or 
estate, and of those with liim." 

Sir Thomas Glenham'a letter being shown, convinced them 
that Oxford was about to surrender, and a councd of war was 
held. The place capitulated, honourable terms were granted, 
the ofiiccrs and gentlemen and their servants marched away 
with their horses, arras, and goods; and all others were 
allowed to go quietly to their own homes. The sick and 
wounded had liberty granted them to remain in some adjacent 
village, under proper care, till they were cured, when they 
received passes to take them home. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax's earnest intercession with the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, in favour of his gallant enemy, 
does him honour. 

Jugust %rd, 1646. 

Oq the siege of Boratall House, which was rendered by ramposition, 
BmoDgat other things in that cnpituialion, it was agreed that anch as desired 
to make composition with the Farlisment, should have ray elTectuBl reconi' 
meadatiOQ, that their fines should not exceed the rate of two yeares of their 
real estates, and propartionable for their personnl estate. Sir, my earnest 
request to the horioral)le House of Commons is, that they please to order it 
accordingly. I might possibly, with expense of time and blood, have freed 
mysclfe from the engagement, but I had rather save your frieuds' blood, than 
win your enemies' money ; and tnUy we could not have hoped to force the 
place ,;nithout great hazard, having bad experieace of the strength thereof, and 
the coumge of the defenders, in a former attempt, which was forcibly but 
ineffectually made. Besides, the countrye gives the governor. Sir William 
Campion, the report of a very faire enemye, and that he bad often protected 
them from plunder and violence. However, I make it niy humble suite, tliat 
it may appeare that my intercession may be, as I undertook, effectual, and you 
will more deeply oblige. 

Sir, your most humble servant, 

Baih, Augvat Zrd, 164G. Fairfax. 
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Fait from Wn.HAM Lenthall, Speaker, 

According to a pass under the hand of his Excellency Sir Thos. Fairfax, 

dated 1st August, 164G, these are to will and require you to permitt the 

bearer hereof, Sir Wm. Campion, to imbarque himself at Kye'^ or Dover, to 



' Sir TbomM Glenham, called by Cl»- 
rendoo, "the vigiLmt," coouuindiHi tlie 
ginisin] at OifOTd. 

' Bye WM >t that tiiae, and had been 



for many yean, b main point of departure 
fartiieContineati SirOuldefride imd hia 
part; embarked here for Palcaline. — See 
Camden Ijocietg'i Pidlicatioiu. 
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be traiiBported, with his necessaries, beyond tiie seas (he not canying anything 

prohibited or prejudicial to the state), for which this shall be your warrant. 

Dated this 19/A .iag. 1646. Wh. Lenthall, Speaker. 

Ho sU Customers, Searchers, Officers, 

■ and others, whoii 



It is probable tbat Sir William Campion took advantage of 
his pass, and quitted England ; the Earl of Norwich, under 
whom he subsequently served at Colchester, certainly did, and 
returned as soon as there appeared to be a chance for the royal 
cause. They were together gallantly engaged, with many other 
gentlemen of Kent, in that unfortunate enterprise, in which so 
many chivalrous lives were uselessly thrown away; and among 
those that fell, there was no braver, no worthier gentleman 
than Sir William Campion. He was killed in a sally from the 
town, and the news of his death was thus announced to his 
poor widow : — 

Colchealer. June 26M, \Ui. 
Madam, — To olFer you set comfort upon soe inexpressible a losse, would 
be noe less indiscretion in nie, than importunity to you. I shall therefore only 
begg this one favour from you, for his sake that your ladyship loved most; 
and I nest, that if you can any waye finde wherein I may sacrifice ought to 
his memory, to the hazard of all I am or ever may be, your ladyship shall 
then see, by the passion wherewith I shall undertake it, how really I was his, 
and how sincerely, madam, I am, madam, your ladyship's alt bound and (aithful 
^^^pervnnt, Norwich. 

^^^K I most humbly pray your ladyship to let my wife know, I never was better 
^^^b health and heart in aU my life, and that 1 wrote to her twice very lately. 

The writer of this letter, George Goring, Earl of Norwich, 
was at this time, or had been very lately, the possessor of Danny. 
He was brave and faithful to hia master, but, in the opinion 
of Lord Clarendon, " a man fitter to draw a body of men 
together by his frolic and pleasant humour, which reconciled 
people of all constitutions wonderfully to him. than to form 
and conduct them to any enterprise. His pleasant and jovial 
nature, which was everywhere acceptable, made him many 
friends, at least made many delight in his company." It was 
this cheerful nature which, after the fall of Colchester, saved 
his life, when Lord Capel, Sir Charles Lucas, and Sir George 

^^Jjsle, were shot, lie was saved only by the casting vote of 

^^Ue Speaker. 
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Sir William Campion was buried in one of the churches 

at Colchester, and the following inscription is written on hia 
tomb : — ■ 

Here lyeth Sir Wm. Campion, Son of 

Sir Wm. Campion, of Kent, who iras slaine 

In the yenre of our Lord 1648, of liis nge 34, 

Upon B snlly out of this town, 

in June 18th. 

He was pious, valiant, conatont to hia Prince, whose cause he chose, and in 

whose serrice he die J. 

Disturb not his ashes. Reader, if thou likest his judgement, thou wilt praise 

his action. 

Tlie armour which he wore is preserved with religious care 
iu the old hall at Danny, and treated as a sacred heirloom in 
the family of Campion ; and among many other family por- 
traits there is n good picture of him, which represents him 
such as we should have imagined, with features young and 
handsome and ingenuous, with that profusion of hair which 
the Cavaliers affected, and by which they were distinguished 
from the Roundheads, 

Among several portraits of his royal master at Danny, there 
ia one very remarkable. Ilis head is covered with one of those 
plain, black, high-crowned, broad-brinmicd hats worn by the 
Puritans of those days, such as we now and then meet with 
in these times, when fancy or a wish for notoriety indulges in 
such whims, and which, according to the tradition attached to 
it, WAS placed there in scoffing and mockery, 

Sussex, with the two great exceptions, those of Hastings and 
of Lewes, has been perhaps the scene of fewer battle-fields than 
any other county in England. Chichester and Anmdel, in the 
west, were the only places where any blow was struck in the 
course of the Civil War; and it owes perhaps this happy ex- 
emption to the depth of the soil in the Weald, and the wretched 
condition of the roads there in former times, which unfitted it 
for military operations. 

It is said that a traveller passing through the village of 
Cidbone, near Porlock, one of the most secluded places in 
England, where all the houses are nestled within a cleft of the 
rocks which overhang the Bristol Channel, in Somersetshire, 
found the clergyman of the parish praying for King James 
.nd his family, long after William the Third had come to the 
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tlirone, in total ignorance of the revolution which had taken 
place. It is hardly too much to suppose, that in some of the 
nooks and corners of the Weald mauy of the esquires of Sussex 
and their tenants may have lived and died without having heard 
of the battle of Naseby Field. 



_ We are now arrived at another series of original letters 
(reserved at Danny, of a very different character from the 
last, written in quieter times, and occupied with more peaceful 
subjects ; indeed, many of them are devoted to the most tran- 
quil, perhaps, of all pursuits, that of Botany. Ten years had 
passed away, Cromwell was about to descend into the grave, 
and the posterity of Charles I., as Sir William Campion had 
predicted, were on the point of being restored to the throne, 
when the first of the following letters was written. The pos- 
sessor of Danny then was Mr. Peter Courthope, one of the 
ancient family of the Courthopes of Whiligh, who had lately 
succeeded, on the death of his father,' to the property and 
place ; and much the most interesting of these letters were 
written to him by his friend and college tutor, the distin- 
guished natural philosopher, John Ray. There are a few from 
hia friend Mr. Willoughby, the companion and assistant of 
Ray in all his studies aud pursuits, and his constant associate 
in many a ramble, when they went forth what they called 
"aimy)ling" together. Ray is one of those satisfactory cases 
in which a man rises from a very humble station (his falber 
was a blacksmith at Black Notley, in Essex), entirely by his 
own worth and talents, to distinction. Educated at the gram- 
mar school at Braintree, he found bis way to Catherine Hall, 
Cambridge ; and at the time the correspondence begins, he 
was a distinguished fellow of Trinity College. 

Among the earliest letters there is one from Mr. Willoughby 
to Mr. Courthope without any date, in which, after the usual 
sahitations, he says, in the spirit of a true archaeologist, 

It has beeu pnrt of my work siucc I came home, to take great notes out of 
Campden of all the moaastcries, castles, families, old Roman towns, and other 
remarkable things, which I would fuin have you Jo too, and, if we ever travel 
together again, it will be very profitable to confer notes, • • • • I doubt 
apt you will be gone from Londoa before I shall be there, which I intend not 

Bl Mr. Peter Caorthope, tlici Unit of that family who poMnaod Dann;, died in 16S7. 
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until I iisve rccolved upon a little eipedilioo into Kent ; siid, if it bee not 
possible to meet jou oltemise, I shall not Tulue the riding of forty miles to 
Danny. I should be glad to hear where and how you mean to spend the 
summer. • • • • 1 ihink it would be best for the Eruca, wheo wann 
weather comes, to be exposed to the sun; for her diet and other things, I 
leave her wholly to jonr discretion. 

Tour most affectionnte and faithful serrant, 

J. L. WiLLOUOHBT, 

The usual course of transmitting letters in those days was to 
leave them at some place in London, and the comitry carrier, 
calling for them, took them on ; and it often happened that the 
letter reposed for a week or a fortnight in its quiet abode at 
some shop or inn, till called for to pursue its further course. 
Mr. Ray's letters intended for Mr. Courthope were always de- 
posited at the Red Lion, in Thames-street, near Billingsgate, 
frequently with injunctions that they should be dehvered with 
"care and speed." Mr.Willougliby's letters were directed to 
" his most honored coson, Peter Courthope, Esq., to be left at 
Mr. Faye'a, an apothecarie's shop at the sign of the Sugar 
Loafe, neere the Conduit in Fleet-streef, London," 

Mr, WBiY ' to Mr. Coubthope. 

January Zrd, 1858. 
Sir, — I have little good news to acqaaiiit you with, which made me the 
slower in returning you an answer. Our friend Mr. Nid is so farre from 
losing his ague, that he is brought exceedingly low, and is very much 
weakened by it ; indeed, so ill is he at present, that if there be not some 
speedy amends in him, I shall not be very sure of his life. He is now come 
to physick and a nurse. If you stay long in the country, possibly, though 
I hope otherwise, you may never see him in this world any more. 

Having mentioned to his friend that he was thinking of 
taking a college living — Cheadle, in Staffordshire, worth £100 
a year — he says : — 

My present condition is such that 1 must of necessity enter into orders, or 
else live at great uncertainties, and expose myself lo the mercy of men for my 
livelyhood and continuance here. I am not resolved to enter into orders, if 
80 be I stay here, but rather the contrary, it consisting not with those de- 
signes which I intend to pursue. Now, if I shall bid farewell to my beloved 
and pleasant studies and employments, and g^ve myself up to the priesthood, 
and take to the study of that which they call divinity, I thinke it were the beat 
way to throw myself into the country, and make such provision for this world 
as other men doc, and make it my business to eiecute the priest's office. I 

' Thii WIS ths msDoer in which ho epslt 
his nunc in the esrUor part of hii life j he 
dropped tbeilr»t Lcttcrnftorwardu, having 
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ham sent to you to leam your opinion concerning ttis affaire, being resolved 
to be ruled by the concurrent suffrages of my friends, of whom, sir, I esteem 
you among the principal and of the prime magnitude. Tliat you may not 
tbinli me a drone, and " inutile telluris jtondus," 1 shall tell you tbat whicb I 
am now very busy in doing. Mr. Poekley and myself have resolveil to per- 
forme all tlie easie and useful experiments which we find in booVes, &c., so 
WG thought to have sent to you to procure on iron retort, like to Glauber's in 
the second part of his philosophical furnaces, but knew not how to liiid you 
a model of it. It would be useful to us for many operations if we had it. 

Mr. Nid, who is spoken of by Ray, in the preface to one of 
Lis many works, as his " amicissinms et individuus comes," 
and again as a " operum Dei aduiirator, probitatis studiosus," 
died of this illness, and his friend preached his funeral sermon. 
It was the custom then for young men of talent, though not 
in orders, to deliver sermons, and what were called " common- 
place readings," not only in the chapels or halls of their own 
colleges, but before the University, at St. Mary's Church. 
Mr. Ray was a distinguished preacher, and, according to Dr. 
Tennyson, celebrated iu his time, at Cambridge, " for preach- 
ing solid and useful divinity, instead of the enthusiastic stuff 
which the sermons of that time were generally filled with." 
There was good reason why Ray should feel anxious as to his 
future prospects; he foresaw the coming changes, and when 
they came, tlie following letter proves how distasteful they 
were to him : — 

Sept. 26«, 1660. 

Sir, — Last night, as soon as I was returned out of Essex, I received yours, 
by my pupill, T. Burrell, wherein you do rightly gueas that 1 did accompany 
Mr. Willoughhy in his traveb this summer. •••••• During my absence, 

Dr.Pern,^ who is made master of this coUedge, by C.K. (Charles Rei?), having 
obtained a letter irom the said C. K., to restore the old Fellows, and fill up 
the remainder of the fellowships willi such of the new Fellows as should be 
found worthy, came down hither, about the beginning of August, with 14 
or 15 of the old gang; who, having constituted, among themselvea, a se- 
niority, swore again, and then forsooth readmitted all the new Fellows, except 
Dr, Pratt, Mr. Disrtey, Scott, Davies, Senior, Long, White, Wilkes, Castle, 
West, Oddy ; and, at that time, Hutchinson was also omitted, whom since, I 
bear, they iutend to admitt. 1 being then out of towne, and they having in- 
formation that 1 should refuse the Common Prayer, surpUoe, &c., they had 
well near passed me by j but by tJie mediation of some, they were content to 
reserve my place, in case I would promise conformity. I wish they hnd 
spared themselves that trouble, About a month after that, 1 came hither, but 



■ " Aflerwards Bishop of Cbe«Uir- As 
one of the King's chapUini, h« ittended, 
with otbera, the Commisiionen at tha 
mbortiTB Trraty at Uibndge. Thsir duty 



was to aBBist them in their derotioni, and 
■dviae with theia for the asrvice of tbo 
church, as the managenieal of the treaty 
might require." — ClamdoH, 
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«m not as yet admitled ; I>r. F. hath been ever since out of towne. He re- 
tunirth hither on Thuradny next, they say, when I muat expect my doomu. 
I have long since come to two resolutioas, ntioiely, no promise of conformity, 
•ud no orders, " rebus sic stantibus," whence you may easily judge where I 
am likely to be. They have brouglit all things here as they were in lli+l : viz., 
•ervices morning and evening, surplice Sundaycs, and holjdaya, and their 
eves, organs, bowing, going bare, fasting nights ; they have abrogated the 
common chamber, &o. Jammy, who is now Doctour, hoth put one of the 
old fellowes. Chamberlain by name, into your chamber, so that your cousin, 
coming in my absence, was fain to shiit as well as he could for a lodging. If 
you come you will see a new face of things. You must get a sarke, if you 
intend to continue any while ; but I believe you will thinke it now sensouublu 
to break off, and depart. • • ■ I had much more to write, but I hope I shall 
»ec you before I remove, which will be about the beginning of December, 

Your obliged servant ond orator, Jo. V\'KAr. 

During the two following years, Kay resided at Trinity Col- 
lege, having a great reputation as a tutor; and the next letter 
proves the affectionate iuterest he felt for his pupils : — 

June Wth, 1661. 
Sir, — Since my last letter to you, there lialh befallen me a very lamentable 
accident, which, though it concerns not you ranch to know, I am sure you 
wiU conimiserate my calamity, and condole with me, and soe in my conceit at 
least ease me of some part of the burden which I shall be bold enough to com- 
municate to you. A gentleman, your countryman and neighbour, and not 
unknown to you, by muue, Mr. Goring, of llydou, lately brought hither bis 
ddeat sonne, and by Mr. Lvnnell's direction, and upon his commendation, 
admitted him, under me, fellow-commoner, on Saturday was seven-night last. 
The gentleman himself, whom, by the way, I must needs commend for his 
ingenuity and sweetnesse of disposition, went away on the Monday foUowing, 
and left hia sonne with Mr. Lynnell and myself, who, within an hour of his 
father's departure, I cannot say fell siek, but began to complaiiie. Ilia 
disease proved to be the small-poxe, which, notwitlislanding all the care and 
diligence which could happily be used, through the mere malignity of the disease, 
heightened by the sudden change and enceaaive heat of the weather, he died 
about one o clock on Saturday night. This gentleman never came into 
the hall, nor wore his gowue. He was of a handsome countenance, of his 
father's temper and disposition, and great hopes. This dismal event makes 
mu far more willing to abdicate my pupils and knock them off, than before, 
* • " " All my study now is to contrive how his father may be satisfied of 
what is most certuine, the cate and tenderncsse I had of bis sonne, and the 
great enrnestnesse I used to prescrvt his life, had Providence favoured me. 

In the same kind spirit did he write, to tell hira of the sick- 
ness of our old frieud, Timothy Burrell,' his pupil : — 

Sir,^I render you most hearty thankea for your kiml expression of good 
will and affection. I had acorci' half concoctixl the grief and perturbation 
attending the calamity mentioned in my last, but a new trouble assaults me, I 
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mean the sickness of your cousin. He fell iato a feverish distemper about 
nine weeks aince, whicli, after about a fortnight's apace, he hardly got quit of 
without either phlebotomy or purgation. But now again, to my great sorrow 
and disquiet, by a verj- little error, he is faUen into the like distemper. Now, 
sir, I have thrust myself into snch a necessity of beginning a journey into tha 
North to-uiorrow, that I know not how to deferre it, and so must be forced to 
leave him in this feverish condition, which I am most heartily loath to doe. 
I proy, sir, speedily arajuaint his ftiends with what I write to you. Had I 
not engaged myselfe before I knew of his illness, I would by no means have 
left him, though I doe not conceive any great danger, the distemper being not 
violent ; 1 hope he will doe well again, but he hath a very nice and ticklish 
constitution of body, and is easily put out of order. I should be glad he were 
with his friends in the country, but he is not in a fit case to travel at present. 
My mind is full of this busiuesse, so that I have neither will nor leisure to 
Ite about anything else. 



i 



When, however, it came to the point, he could not resolve 
leave him. 

Honoured Sir,— The continuing distemper of your cousin, with his unwil- 
lingness that I should leave him in that condition, caused me to alter my 
former resolutions, and to defer my journey northward till I might see him in 
a probable way of recovery, or at best under the care of his most tender rela- 
tions, which is now in part come to passe. For he is both in a fair way of 
convalescency, unlesse his voyage sets him back, and also coming under the 
care nnd nurture of his indulgent mother. I intend now to set out on Monday 
next i too late in the year, I confesse, in relation to the inquisition of plants, 
hut a more convenient time to truvell, in regard to the temperature of the 
weather and season of the yeare. My company is only Mr. Skippon and a 
servant ; the utmost terme which we propose for out journey is Edinburgh ; 
the lime we intend to spend is at most six weeks. Our stages we have 
contrived to be Peterborough, Boston, Lincoln, Hull, Yorke, Knaresborough) 
Giaburgh, Burhain, Newcastle, Alnwick, Barwick, Edinburgh. We have this 
year made a more narrow search into the countrey about Cambridge for plants, 
and have discovered in all about tweuty-ais that are not in our catalogue — 
some such as I had not seen before, nor are mentioned to grow wild in 
England. 

^ After giving a long list of plants, with which we will not 
ary our readers, he concludes, — 
Ood willing, I shall give you an account of our travels northward. In the 
mean time I shall not be unmindfull of you upon all occnaions, nor omitt my 
most ardent votes and oraisons daily, for a conduencc of all blessings and 
felicities upon you. • • • • 

Your moat obliged and devoted sr" "~' 



J. Wbav. 



The journal which he kept of this expedition into the North 
las been published. He and his friend Mr. Skippon started 
together on horseback, the way in which almost all journeys 
X. 3 
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were performed in those days ; and, forgetting themselves so 
far as to enter the chancel of Peterborough Cathedral during 
the time of service, with their spurs on, they were fined by 
the choristers. They rode to Lincoln, York, Scarborough, and 
Whitby, " simpling" as they went, and were delighted with 
the people of Gisborough, whom he describes as civil, cleanly, 
and well bred, contrasting strongly with those of Whitby, who 
were rude in their behaviour to them, and "sluttish"; a term 
which he applies very freely to the Scotch. The good fare of 
Trinity, and its comforts, had spoilt them for that of Scotland. 
Ray, though a man of very abstemious habits,' could not help 
exclaiming against their treatment in those respects. "They 
have," he says, "neither good bread" (and this is true at the 
present day), " cheese, or drink ; and they cannot make them, 
nor will they learn ; one is puzzled to think how they can 
contrive to make their butter so bad." He was much struck 
with the fact, wliich is as true now as it was two hundred years 
ago, that the Scotch people " frequented their churches much 
better than they did in England ;" he adds farther, that "they 
have their ministers in more esteem and Vfneration, and that 
they appeared to perform their devotions with much alacrity."^ 
At Dumfries they listened to the preaching of a young man 
named Campbell, "who prayed for the preservation of the 
church government and discipline, and spake openly against 
prc^lacy, its adjuncts and consequences." This is one of the 
first intimations we have of those trumpet calls to strife, which 
followed so freely and so fully, with such serious consequences, 
afterwards. As they entered Edinburgh they saw the ghastly 
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' Hia friend Mr. Liiler, writing to him 
in XiBtin — B ImigUBgo much used in the 
oorreapondence with hia fricndi->aj*,"De 
Tsletudbe tul inoommodi Tehemantar 
■norabiir, et«nim cum lUQiinam tuam tem- 
peraTitiam Btque sbsliiienliani lam (irobit 
■cirom, amnia do to peiora metui, idqao 
tk de CBuai loquor, quod mihi non parum 
ermre ds vidQii nliano Tideharia." In re- 
pi;, Rhj aaja, "Abnit ut ego temperantiiB 
lauderD, qUB milii nulla dabelur, afliiclcni, 
aut delaUm ultro smplcctar." Comparing 
the date of animals whoae food ia aimple, 
"nullomangonio BtuprBta,"hoM7a,"Uinc 
fem et (jUcatrea animantea raro ultraino- 
dum pinguncunt, aunt que admoduin ri- 
rocM rt morborum plcrumquc eipertea. 



• • • Moa cerli (me Judice) Taleludini 
noatnB metiui oonaulerpmua, si illorum 
exemplo Tiutu limpliciori et viliori utere- 
muB, ii»que oibia quibu* Tentriaulum im- 
p1ero,aiodiocque diatendere fas euet." Kir. 
Liitcr apeska of Ba; aa being " rarisaimi 
corporis habitui," and so his pariiraita re- 
ppeient him, 

< This is full; borne out b; Burnet, in 
tlioie chaplPra of hia work wliDre, in his 
bfst itylo, hedenoribes tlie character of the 
PrBabjterian olcrgj and thpir congrcga- 
liona. TheirTirtuea and their faults, llieir 
strength and their wenknesi, aro very Sa'iAj 
and itronglj portrajed. — Burnet's Hit- 
lory, Tol. i. p. 264, Oiford edit. 
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heads of Argyle and Guthrie fixed upon the gate and the 
Tolbooth ; and he coolly mentions the atrocious fact, that " at 
the time we were in Scotland, there were divers women burnt 
for witches ; they reported to the number of 120." ' 

The truth probably was, that Ray himself shared in the 
general belief in the existence of witches, and in their sorce- 
ries. Such, at all events, must have been the case with hia 
friend Mr. Jessop, who, in 1668, wrote to him as follows : — 

Eichard Wright hus come Trom London, and hath done little there ; only 
tlie judge hath advised him to indile the man and the maid, if Stephen trouble 
him any more. This only is observnide, which I was not acquainted with 
when you waa with us — that Kurlew, the foreman of the jury, who, the spirit 
saith, was bribed by Stones, died raving mad within three days after he had 
passed his verdict, crying out that he saw the ilevil, and such-Ulte espreasiona. 
This is very true, for I bad it from ' .,■<-. ^. 

»also hath lingered away, ever since 
Wright went to London.' 
I This wholesale destruction of witches in Scotland had gone 
on for many years : in the following year it was frightful. In 
Ihe Appendix to Pitcairu's Reports of the TriiJs in the High 
'Court of Justiciary^ there is the most astounding and perplex- 
ing history of the examination of several women, and the con- 
fession of Isabel Gowdies and Janet Breadhaid, extorted by 
no torture, implicating forty others, men and women, but 
chiefly women, whose blasphemous and disgusting dealings 
with the devil, for the destruction of the lairds of Park and 
Lockley, and their male children and posterity, and others, are 
detailed, "with a great many more terrible things, which the 
attesting witnesses and notary heard them confess, and most 
willingly and pcnitentially speak forth of their own mouths," 
and for which they, with many more, were strangled at the 
stake, and then burnt. 

The prevailing disorder of that time seems to have been 
ague. Ray speaks of it as affecting many of the students at 
Cambridge ; and Mr. Courthope was suffering from it when he 
wrote to his friend, to ask his advice as to taking the Jesuit's 
bark ns a remedy. Ray had written to him for his advice, 
whether he should take a Uving, and to this he alludes in the 
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next letter. After complinientiiig him npon his style, telling 
him " that he wrote like a master of the English languRge, 
which he accounted no mean accomplishment/ he says : — 

Your advice concerning the living came too late for my direction, although 
not unseasonably to confirme my choycc. I have let go the living partly for 
those reasona you allenge, and partly because, upon further inquiry, I find the 
yearly value to be lesse than it was at first represented.' One great motive 
to have induced me to take it was, because of its vicinity to the Yorkshire 
Alpcs, and especially Ingleborough Mill, which ia not above sixe or seven 
miles thence distant. Indeed the whole countrey of Westmoreland, for variety 
of rare plants, exceedB any that I have travailled in England ; perhaps Camar- 
Tonshire, in Wales, may vie with it. Ton desire my opinion as concerning 
the puleit de eortiee Per. : truly I am not competent to give yon advice, as 
having never made or had any eiperiment of it m^aclfe. I have indeed read 
and beard often of it, and bo can give you the opinions of other men about it, ,. 
of which I suppose you are not ignorant. Chiffletius (who hath written a book | 
about it) fells us that the use of it is diaaUowed by the plurality of the phy- 
sicians of Italy and the Low Countries ; for that, though it prevents or removea 
the fits, yet ofttimes it gives occasion to other more dangerous diseases, so 
that it is not safe. I have heard that it bath been beneficiidl to some ancient 
people, by taking away their fits for the present, till they could recover strength 
enough to conAict with the disease. Few that 1 have heard of, have been so 
relieved by it as to get quit of their agues without danger of a relapse, or con- 
tracting a more malignant and perillous distemper ; and therefore your frienda 
here, to whom I communicated this your purpose, debort you from the use of 
so slippery and ambiguous a medicine, unless yourself hath better experience 
of it than we. Mr. Budgen, your countryman, who is not ouly a pretender to, 
but lately a practitioner of, physick, thinkes it most advisable, proper, and con- 
Tenient for you to permitt your quartan to have its course. I have known 
many cured by the use of the antimoniall cup, but yet would be loath to 
counsel you to use it. Mr. Lynett thinkes that the country whereabout you 
live, ia an aguish place, and that it would be convenient to remove to London 
awhile i but I cannot persuade myself to be of this opinion. I see that quar- 
tanes seize upon citizens as well as those that live in the countrey. Mr.Budgea 
talkes of a sneezing powder that he used himselfe, which he thinkes might be 
proper and convenient for you to use. I sboold not promise you any great 
relief or advantage from such a medicament.' • • ■ We have lately had here 
an election for Felluwes ; of seventeen that sate, thirteen were chosen, wbose 
names I have scut, in the inclosed, to T. B. They have elected six super* 
am at present resolved to discontinue from the culledge so 



' The liviiig w»» Kirbj lonsdale, eup- 
poBod to bo Murlli £120 a year. 

' Tliere wore many curious recijw* in 
vogue in thoBB dnjs, and very qmiintly re- 
oommonded. Dr. Q«nird, writing in 1633, 
of a plant called " Solomon's Seal," my», 
" It taketli amij in one nigbt, or two at 
most, any bruise, blacko or blue jpote got- 
ten by falla, or by nomen's wilfidnese in 



Rtmnbling upon th^Ir liastio huebsud'a 
BiitB." Ray oltributes liia recovery froia 
the jaundice to a nostrum I^m coarse foe 
modern ears; and wbenoneof hisdsugh- 
tera died of tbe Bsme diaenee, nothing, he 
raid, afflicted him bo mucli u thut lio had 
not tried the remedy which had been so 
effectual in his own caw. 
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aooa OS I aliall have made even ray accounta therewith, • • • I thought to 
Lave writteQ aomcthing of our voyages anU adventures in Scotland, but it's high 

le to break olf ; all that I shall add, is that 

I am your most obliged devoted servant, 

Coll. Trin. Oct. Utk. 1661. John Wray, 



A very small matter would, in those days, affect the charac- 
ter of a medicine.^ This Chiffletius, who was physician to the 
Archduke Leopold William, administered the Jesuit's bark 
to his patron at the wrong time of his attack of ague. It did 
no good, and he tried to write it down. Alderman Underwood 
having died whilst using it in 1658, it was, for a time, much 
out of fashion in England. In 1G86, its reputation was esta- 
blished : it became very dear, and the usual consequences 
followed. Sir Hans Sloanc, writing in that year to Ray, says, 
" We are now mightily solicitous about the Jesuit's bark, it 
being ao good a thing, they begin to adulterate it with black 
chen-y and other barks, dipped in a tincture of aloes to make 
it bitter." 

The best advice and prescription was that of Mr.Willougliby, 
who writes to him thus ; — 

I never heard a. word of you since I saw you at London, till just now, in a 
letter from Mr.Wray, that brings me the very ill news of yonr ague, for which 
1 am most heartily sorry. \ doubt not but your youth and courage will 
bravely overcome it : the beat course is, no physick, a verie spare diet, warmth, 
and to cheere up your spirits aa much as you con. 

To a letter, written probably under the depressing influence 

of illness, he rephes : — 

Sir, — Since the writing of the enclosed, which should have been sent you 
laat week, I had the hoppineas to see your old chamber-fellow, Mr. Campion, 
who ia, in my judgement, since hia departure hence, very much improved, 
not only in growth and stature, but also in discretion and nnderstauding,* • • 
I doe intend the next yeare, " Deo vires et voletudinem lai^ienle," to accom- 
pany Mr.Willoughby into Wales ; and, if you could soe order your affaires aa 
to find time enough to goe along with us, there could, in my opinion, nothing 
be added to the pleasure and contentment of such a journey. I cannot 
entertain myself better than to meditat« on such a congresse. He writea me 
word that you complain much of the cares of the world, I wonder you 
should be serious in such a complaint — a person ao able and fit for buainesse, 
that methinks it should be rather a diversion and pastime to you, than any 
burden or trouble. • " I have sent enclosed a Latin letter to Tim Burrell ; I 
pmy you be pleased to convey it to him with all convenient apeed, and acquaint 
'■ Ihat, if he be in health, he may with safety enough come up hither, the 
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aicknesse inucli abating, and all the people growing well npace. For my own 
part, 1 doc not intend long to reside tn the Coll., and whUe I doc, I $hull be 
soe full of buatnesse, tlint I shall have but little time to s|>end with my 
pupills. * * I doe not expect long letters from you : a word or two shoU 

3 honest and simple-minded to attempt to con- 

"" ' mj^ the struggle which was going on in his 

^■•itiucc and his interest. It was a sad 
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sicknesse rnucli abatiii);, end all the people growing well apace. For my aws 
part, I doe not intend long to reside in the Coll., and wliile I doe, I ;hnll be 
soe full of businease, that I shall have but little time to spend with rov 
pupills. • • I doe not espect long letters from jou : a word or two ehaU 

Ray was too honest and simple-minded to attempt to con- 
ceal from his friend the struggle which was going on in hia 
mind between his conscience and his interest. It was a sad 
trial to him to give up his fellowship and to leave his beloved 
college. In one of his letters he says : — " If I doe concoct 
this Hubacription, it will be certainly contrary to my inclina- 
tions, and purely out of fear ;" and iji relinquishing the living, 
wc may well suppose that its vicinity to the Westmoreland 
mountains, with their sides covered with curious plants, their 
rocks green with ferns and mosses, and their dells and clefts 
gemmed with many a bright and beautiful flower, disturbed 
his mind and increased his regrets sadly. 

It ended, however, in his refusal to subscribe to the Act of 
Conformity. Ray and, as it is said by the Presbyterians, two 
thousand others (though, according to Burnet, these numbers 
were much controverted), were deprived of their preferments. 
Before, however, this was finally done, he wrote to hia friend 
from Black Nottley, to say : — 

I am now in Essex, where I intend to continue till Bartholomew Day be 
past, I am as good as resoWed not to subscribe the deelarnlion in the Act 
of Uniformity, and soe can expect no other than the deprivation of my fellow- 
abip. I must stay hereabouts to make up my accouats, and to dispose of my 
goods, till about Michaelmas. Many of our ministers in this county will be 
deprived upon this act, and those too the most able and considerable. • • • 
I shall now coat myself upon Providence and good friends. Liberty is a sweet 
thing. • " • I have not heard from you or of you any way since I took my 
]e&ve of you at Danny; and therefore, if this comes to your hands, I must 
entreat you to write to me. • • I shall expose myselfe to much trouble and 
inconvenience by this refusall, but " Quictiuid erit, supersnda omnis Fortuna 
ferendo est." I doubt not but 1 shall be, some way or other sustained, and it 
may be more to my satisfaction than if I should swallow the declaration, and 
continue still in Trinity CoUedge. • • • It remains that I render you my most 
hearty thankes for your many late and former favours and kindnesses, and 

Erofesse my deep sense of those ingenuous espressions and testimonies of 
ive and good will you have always sbewne me, " Instincta proprio, nullo 
meo merito." • " 

Your most devoted servant, and debtor, Jo. Wbat. 

In another letter, written from the same place, he says : — 
Your countryman, Mr. Carre, is settled our neighbour here at Braiutrce. 
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Tbe Bving U but •nuH, 1 bdierfl ; ni» tt modit, not worth one hutulifd a 
;ear.' I hear he fiiula a great aailitoiy, it bein}{ n liugv niorkct>lownc, oafj 
aome like not well that he is so punctual in ivadiug all thcCoiiinion )*i^tn. 
I un tat<l thai the Bishop of Londou hath hound him in a gmil sumnM of 
money to read it all himselfe once a month, as the Aft for I'nifomiily TTHtiiiw. 
1 should be glad to bear from you. My prnyen and fCoaA wishm sball alwnj^ 
ttend you : wherever I am, 1 shall icloiy in the tillo, sir, at 

Voiir most dovotod servant, 
JoOK Wbat. 

•Sir, — Tout cousin, Tim, Burrell, nrrivcd safe at Cambridge about a foH- 
^t since. He brought me n letter from you. wherein you are ulrasnl (u 
vite me into Sussex, when I shall have laid down the stuwaitl'i umeo. My 
eis now rendy to determine. In about a fortnight 1 shall give up my 
eounta, and then I hope lo be at liberty, though I eaiiHot eertninly pniuiiiw 
"Je, for it may be they may continue me another yeare, which jet 1 deiire 
I intend seriously to eome and wnitc upon you at Itatiny, and spoud 
e time there. I have one sad piece of news to tell you, thai is the death 
if your, but especially my, very gooil friend, Mr. Pocklry, at Dunkirk. His 
' , ns 1 hear, was a squinancy, which dispatched him in lease than two 
I received not long since a letter from Mr. Willoughliy, wherein he 
mdolea with you for your ag;ue. Here arc many still sick, souir of quartnnc>, 
mg the rest, my pupill. 

Your most devoted servnut, 
' Coa.Trm.. Nov.26a, 1661. Itto.VittAX. 
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< The folloiring u > list of tlie Lirings 
■d their ™lue, in tlie jcar 1650, within 
U rape of Lewes, taken from a pii|icr at 
sany, eatilled "A ValualiaD of the 
•etories and Vicarage* wilLiin the Rape 
tfLewea, tskL'n upon tho onth of >cTonil 
_loni, b; •irtuoof a Commiaeion out of 
M High Court of Chancerj." tt appuere 
lit there rn^re only three which exceeded 
tlOO a jear in value : — 

"AJI8Bi>ila,inI**e«,per«n.£8. St. 

iliebad's, in Lewes, £14. St. John's, in 

~»wee, £60. 3t, Marj Wettout, £60. St. 

ghn Baptist, in Southover, £11. Iford 

'fc£40. Kingston vie. £29. Bodnmal 

n. p» an. £1S0. SDuthoTcrpsra. £70. 

Uing Hove Tie. £38. 15i. Meeching 

p. £S0. Falaieriic.£7. Bottendwine 

r. impropriate, realored to the church, 

ann. £60. The Ticsi-age there, £35. 

andean para. £10. Brightbelmstoiie 

mage u worth bj the jar, £100. 

.jj Jenner rcceiiea the proSta by tesM 

tnthe Biahopof Chiobealeri theyesrly 

t reserrod is £20. Brighthelmatone 

_B, £60. PnU'hBm lie. £40. Proi- 

I ton paraonage and vio. £40. Hove pan. 

■ aj probond, Saraa, genttemnii, receives the 

V froflta by lease from the Prebendary, £40. 



Hove Tic. £10. Blotnhineton nan. £40. 
Aldringlon pars. £30. PortslaJe pan, 
worth by the jpst, Ihnw icoro and ten 
pounds; Mr. Delliiigham n-miivvs tlie prO' 
Sts by H kiutt from llic Chapter of Ohi- 
cliotcr, £70. I'otMsid vie. £S0. Uan- 
gleton par*. £70. Pojnitigs pan. £l!i. 
Fycoiiibe |ian. £70. New IHuiber |>ar*. 
£61. Barcombpsrs. £iao. Hsm*ay i>er*. 
£100. Nowiok pars. £SS. Stmt pan, £00. 
Dilchling pan. appropriate to the Chunh 
of Chichester, £10. DJtohlfiig vie, £40. 
We*tin«tODpan.£SO. Chlltington Cha- 
pel, belnngiog to Weeliniwloii pan, £4S. 
Flumplon pan, £B0. Chayley pan. £tKI. 
Wivi'lsfledpBrs.inipropriate,j!lOO. Thos. 
Moan, gent., receive* the prollts, and pa^s 
a curate £10 yearly Btiii hi* board. Ar- 
diiigly pan. £7B. Wo*t Hethly, £88. 
Cuckfiold Tic. £130. Slaughani par*. £70. 
Crawley pan. £20. WoHh pars. £100. 
BalooDib pan. £10a Hunt P. PoinI, 
£100. Butney pan. part of the prebeua 
of Hove, worth vearly £38 i Wm. Scras, 
gent., reacives the proUlts by li'aau froni 
the latu Prvbendsry. Bolnvy vie. £28. 
Twinchem portonagcv £50. CInyton psn. 
£7&. 18*. Keymer's annexed lo Clayton, 
£C7.13i.W. 
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In a letter written probably from London, dated April 28th, 
1662, lie says : — 

• • Since I returned hither, 1 have mnde a ride as far as Kingston Wood 
in quest of plants. There I discoyered, what I never before saw in its pride, 
growing wild, Herba Parit, in many places, and not in Kingston Wood only, 
but also ia Eversden Wood, in great plenty, I found also there, that sort of 
hairy wond-grasa, of which I desired T. Burreil in my Inst, to preserve me a 
pattern, so that I now can ease him of that trouble. I found there also that 
Atuioeus penitataa ^Hciaut, I first observed in Sussex. After you paried 
&om us at Cuckfieid, I diacovci'ed growing about there, Anagallia aquatka 
turrectior J. B.,- CardaiAuit mpalieat, a difiereut sort from that we soweil in 
our gardens (I found it all along the ditches as I rode to London) ; PUotilia 
tiUquoaa Tkalii, AntragalM si/ltatiau Tialu, Bulbocattanim, Oromen nemo- 
rotitm hirsatum, mentioned above, and another pretty sort of grasse ; also a 
plant which I had often found in the North, and took to be a kind of Her- 
mmum, but now T am assured it is called Siderilei lolo ohluso. I deaire 
that, if you go to Hurstou, you would view the ranunculus growing there, 
which I believe to he a distinct species from that which hath two sorts of 
leaves. • • " Our new master is gone to London, to the Westminster elec- 
tion ; he pretends a great deale of good will to me, and promises fnire to doo 
me all the service he can. He can stand me in stead in no way that I know 
of but in the matter of pupills, which I have not put myselfe out of. Possihly 
I may resume that trade about Michaebnasse next, when I shall have per- 
formed all my visits. • • • 

Sir, — I wrote a prolixe letter to you last week, and therefore may now 
seem somewhat importunate to set upon you with another; but being on the 
point of my departure into Warwick all ire, in order to the intended expedition 
into Cambria Brittanuy, and not knowing when I shall have the opportunity 
again to salute you, I hope you will excuse the present trouble. • • • "At 
Middleton, Mr. Skippon meets me ; I hope his company will not be unaccept- 
able to Mr. Wiiloughby ; however, I know not how to reject him. I know he 
would have been a great deal better pleased with yours, I was in hopes to 
have heard from you before, being desirous to know something of the free 
school at Lewis, whether or not it be as yet disposed of, and to whom. I 
wrote to Mr. Hunt about it, who refcra himselfe wholly to me, but 1 do not 
find him very inclinable to leave Pontefract ; he hnds so good acceptance and 
entertainment there, and the parishioners promise and undertake to procure 
him his patent, and to do for him anything else that is reasonable. 

Having sent liis respects and acknowledgments to all 
Mr. Courthope's worthy relations, particularly to the most 
honoured his mother, he says ; — 

I hope I may say it without ostcntntion, I am deeply sensible of, and most 
kindly affected with, every courtesie done me, every civilitie shewn me ; this 
is the beat quality that ever I perceived myself to have. Since my letter to 
you I have been out again, in pursuit of plants as far as Gemlingay; there 
I discovered some that I have elsewhere found in Eugland, others that I never 
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[Here follows a long list of plants, which it would be wcari- 
imc to give.] 

I found there one of those sorts of ferae wliich we observed about Danny, 
coming out nt several seasons. I Lave a collection noiv of more than forty 
plants growing wUd in C am brid gesture, more than we have put down in our 
catalogue. In my last I oc<(\iainted you with the death of Dr. Martin, and 
now I can tell you who succeeds him in the deaoeiy of Ely — Dr. WeUford, 
Master of Bennett College. In the mastership of Queen's, by *irtue of a roan- 
date from the R. Dr. Spprrow,* the RaJionale man, the junior Fellows would 
have chosen Mr. Patrick,' of iny year, a deseiriug person, and one that 
wants nothing but jeares lo quabJy him for snch preferments. The old and 
new University will never kindly mingle, or make one piece, 

1 am your most devoted and obUged, Js. Wrav. 

The Itinerary to Wales, and from thence westward to the 
md's End, has been published. He speaks of the Welsh 
leople as beiog generally " extremely civil and well bred, and 
very honest and courteous to strangers," and such is certainly 
their character at present, wherever the influx, of visitors has 
not perverted the genius of the people. It seems that the 
Cornish language was well-nigh lost two hundred years ago. 
They inquired after it, and at St. Just's they found that Mr. 
Dickan Gwyu, who lived not far from the Land's End, was 
the only man they could hear of who could write it ; and they 
met with none who were able to speak English, and very few 
of the children could speak Cornish: "so," he adds, "that 
language is like, in a short time, to be quite lost." 

The following letter to Mr.Coiirthope, on the death of his 
sister, concludes in good Latin with the intimation of his own 
gloomy prospects, and his hopes of assistance and support 
from his friend : — 

Aut/Miiith, 1662. 
Sir, — I was mneh surprised at the unexpected and unwelcome ncwes of the 
(Irath of that virtuous gentlewoman, your sister, and doe most passionately 
condole with you for so great a losse. Your letter brought me the first 
intelligence thereof. As for Tim Burrell, I have not heard from him since I 
departed Sussex. I will not refresh your grief (which by this lime I suppose 
you have pretty wcU concocted) by recounting, from my little knowledge 

I Dr. Anthony S 
tpr, and afWrwarc 

1DS5. HewaBthenuthorofthcAahonat* 

of the Book of Common iVayer of the ^ , , . „ 

Chto'ch of England. bntught twfore tti« King and CounL-il,its» 

' Tliis wo» the oolelmileii Bp. Pntrirli. soon di-cided in fsTOJir of Sparrf - --■ 
The Recount of lUii election, given in eonip of the Fellowd, if not all, wli 
Cbalmer«'a Bitgrafhival DiclieHaiy, i>, vith Patiiek, were ejected. 

I. 4 
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and ohsorration of her, those excellent ijualities and accomplishments w\aA 
I judge could not but mucli endear her to yoursclfe and the rest of her 
worthy relations. I know it must needs aggravate your trouble that she 
should be cut off " in ipso flore juventee, prairanturo falo," and, aa usualljr 
folb oat in sueh diseases, suddenly, before her friends were aware, or could 
arm themselves by consideration against the foree and dint of so sad a blow, 
" improvisa siquidem gravius feriunt." But nil this nottvithslandlng, as 
philosophers, we must not indulge any passion beyond decorum, and ns 
Cliristians we must not grieve like men without hope. The only use of sorrow 
is to attest our affections and demonstrate t«ndemesse of disposition, it being 
otherwise unprofitable to the deceased or ourselves. It 'a a signe of good 
nature and very becoming a man (Stoicb nequicquam reclamantibus) to give 
way to a moderate expression of any good affection [iya9ii fapiSa^vis ivtpis] ; 
but to permit it more scope than may serve to a good end, or to he transported 
by it, and disturbed in one's businesse, is an argument of feminine weaknesse. 
At for myselfe, Jam pneteriit Aug. 24 nee dum ego Cantabridgienses reversus 
■um : jacta ergo est alea sodalitio escidi sine postliminii spe ullS, mihi istic 
amplius nee seritur nee metitur, victus aliunde qutcrendus est, tu tulque 
similes, BfBietia rehua succurrite noslris, suhsidium unicum, unieum estis 
tolatium ; me nondum incepli pcenitet, nee in poaterura spero patnltebit, iUud 
potiuB dolendum, quod in tot laqueos timidus homuncio me jam jam induerim, 
uude evadendi nulla spes, nulla ratio superest. Video me posse carere aodalitio 
idque Fequiore qunm apcraveram animo. Calamitas iste Uac plus habet terroria 
in fronte quam in reccssu mali. Splendide an obseiire vivam mihi perinde esse 
ineipit, verum quid si subducant sese pnulatim qui amicissimi crediti sunt; 
si deserant eatorrcm ; si humililntis nostric vos pudeat, si [quod Naao olim 
quwritabat). " In mediis lacer& puppe relinquar oquis." Non demittam 
animum, utcumque quoad possnm annilar ut sit in onmem eventum bene 
pncparatum pectus. Et quamvis nihil tale subvereor aut suspicor qnidem 
(nefaa id esset de viris tante Rdei, pietatis, virtutis, tarn de me semper optimS 
meritis) attamen si id pncter omnem spem et expcctationero ncciderat, (liceat 
hoc mihi fingere et Imaginari), dobo operam ne tanlo oiieri succumbnm peiiitlls 
divina innlxus providentiH. Supremi Potris famiJias cura, " meH rirtute me 
involvam, piamque pnuperiam sine dote quirram," 

But I wdl not be too liberal of my Latine ; indeed you bad not had »o 
much, bnt that I am now camiM negoti'u. You are pleased to put a compli- 
ment upon me concerning my company, which I cannot imagine, from the 
late experience you had of it, can any way be desirable to you; but jet I had 
determined to have taken up my quarters with you the best part of this 
winter, after that I had settled my affaim, and disposed of my goods at Cam- 
bridge ; but Mr. Bomelt coming over hither on purpose to see me, and 
making a strong invitation to Bacton, 1 could not avoid to engage myself to 
wait upon him, and spend some time with him this winter, though 1 must 
confeasc, were 1 free, I ahould in many respects prefcrr Danny. • • I pray 
present my service to all your honoured relations, but especially T^ riw. On 
Saturday next I set forward for Cambridge, where you shall again hear from 
me. 8ir, your obliged servant, and humble orator, Jo. VVray. 

Neal, in his History of the Puritans, gives a melancholy 
account of the siifFerings of the Nonconfornnsts. "It is ioi- 
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^^ von/ormist. 
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possible," he says, quoting the Conformist s Plea for the Non- 
wn/onnist, "to relate the number of sufferings, both of ministers 
and people : the great trials, with bai'dships upon their persons, 
estates, and families, by uncomfortable separations, dispersions, 
unsottlements, and removes ; disgraces, reproaches, imprison- 
ments, chargeable jonrnies, expenses in law, tedious sicknesses, 
and incurable diseases ending in death : great disqiiietments 
and frights to the wives and families, and their doleful effects 
upon them. * * * Thougli they were as frugal as possible, 
they could hardly live' ; some lived on little more than brown 
bread and water ; many had but eight or ten pounds a year 
to maintain a family, so that a piece of flesh has not come to 
one of their tables in six weeks' time ; their allowance could 
scarce afford them bread and cheese ; one went to plow six 
days, and preached on the Lord's day ; another was forced to 
cut tobacco for a livelihood." The many kind and wealthy 
friends whom Ray had secured to himself among his pupils at 
Trinity College, saved him from such sufferings, and, indeed, 
from any distress at all. The grateful feeling with which they 
regarded him is shown by an entry in a subscription towards 
his monument, in the JoiuTial of Timothy Burrell : — " Urga 
monumentum Johannis Raii, tutoris olim mei apud Canta- 
bridgienses, sed colendissimo, £5;" and this is followed by the 
symbolical drawing of a Bible.' 

The next letter, written a few days later, and on the same 
sheet of paper, shows how few of the Cambridge Fellows 
" illowed his example, in sacrificing their preferments. 

Cambridge, Sept. Hi, 1663. 
■Partly businesse and pottly tbe wenther hindering me frotu deliver- 
ing this iuto tbe poat, I brought !t hither in tny pocket, and have somethiDg 
now more to adde • • ' I find not many in this University that have refused 
to subscribe, in all twelve Fellows, whereof three are of Emanuel, and the rest 
— two of St. John's, of our Collegp not one besides myselfe, two of Magdalen, 
one of Bonnet, two of Pembroke Hull, one of King's ; one Master, Dr. Dil- 
lingham, of Emanuel College.* I am now dispatching here, and shall be quite 
removed by the end of the next weelc. 1 bad this morning a motion made to 
* a preferment in Suffolk — aueh an one as I am capable of, that is, living 
gentleman in bis house (one Baeon, by came) ; no duty at all enjoined; 



SMttx Areh. Colt. Tol. III. 

luel College wb* a llioroughlj 
Proleslant, not to e»j Puritan, CoUi^p. 
It wu* fouinl«l in the reigii of Queen Eli- 



mbttli.bjSirWallecMildinaj'.BS a rufugs 
for Ihoic who adhered to the new faitli. 
Dr. Dillingham wrote a Yifeof Ihp fouiidor 
in good ruadafale Latin. 




B £40 per aQDum : but I eball balke it, though s very good oSler, 
because I have the designe of Irovelling hot in my heud. Mj tutor,' T. B., 
and the rest of my friends here, nre vety well, and very jolly ; Mr. Senior now 
is quite routed, yet the face of things not much altered." 

Ray, however, did not "baike" the engagement altogether j 
he went to Friston Hall, the seat of the Bacons, and remained 
there about six months, and several letters were written from 
thence to his friends at Danny. 

F,i»ton Hall, JVop. 3rd, 1663. 

Sir, — It bath not been my happinease of a long time to hear from yoo, or 
of you. I hoped to have aeeue yuu at London, wheo 1 whs last there, on my 
Teturue out of Kent. I desire much to know what was the result of your 
conference with Mr. Willoughby, for I presume you obeyed his summons to 
give him a meeting, viz., whether you consentwl to embarke in the same 
bottome with him the next spring? I suppose he then acquainted you that 
I have now explicitcly obliged mysdfe by promise to accompany him, if he 
really desire it, and not in compliment only. • • • Now, sir, to give you some 
nceount of myselfe. I have lived about three weeks in tbe family of Mr. 
Thomas Bucoa, at Friston Hall, near Saxmondham, in Suffolk. I am deceived 
if I did not formerly acquaint you with my invitation hither, awl the quality 
of my employment. 1 have been very kindly entertained and civilly treatecl 
here, and may have my own terms if I will consent lo stay. But I hove not, 
nor will I engage myselfe any longer than till Annunciation next, that I may 
then be free to wayte upon Mr. Willoughby. 

On Saturday last I rode forth to Aldbnrgh, to see those famous Sea Pease, 
noted by oar historians and herbariBta to grow between Orford and Aldburgh, 
upon the shingle or beach of stones by the seaside. Some I found, not far 
from Aldburgh, growing by batches upon the stones ; but about six miles 
further southward, at tbe extremity of that loug bauk of stones which runs 
from Aldburgh towards Orford, at least seven miks into the sea, near the 
haven's moutb, is Ibis famous and remarked place, where (as all tbe people 
hereabout aRirme, and I believe] they cover tlie whole shingle for half a mile 
together. So that I cannot guesse the yearly crop of pease to be lesse than 
100 combs or half-quarters. For a full and particular description I referro 
you to Parkinson, where also you have a Rgure of them ; only I do not find in 
them now ripe that bittemesse be mentions ; indeed, to me and others tliey 
Kom not so bitter as our common vetches, though they are smaller, which is, 
I conceive, the reason why they are altogether neglected by the countij- people 
hereabout. When they are ripe they are of a darke oUve colour, not round, 
but shrunke or crumpled like our ordinary gray pease. Some of the stalkes 
and leaves still continue grecu, but the most were seare and withered, abund* 
ance of pease stUl hanging upon them. 1 wonder, though men neglect them, 
that pigeons and other wUd fowls should not devoure them.' • • • 
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' Dr. Duport, Regiua Professor of 
Qreek, nad (dlerwardg Mut«r of Magda- 
len Oolloge. " The pious and learned Mr. 
Brakesbj," Mjs Dr. Derham, "iuformed 
me, thnt in a discourte with Dr. Duport, 
rockoDing up wverat gentlemen of worth 



that Iho Doctor had been tutor to, the 
Doctor saidtheclitef of all his pupils were 
Mr. Raj and Dr. Barrow, to whom he 
cateemed none of the rest oomparablc. 

' A eorrospoodeut in Nnttt and Qutrigt 
boa kindly commimicoted tbe foUowii^ . 
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^^■p.* * • Nothing is to me more pleasant, in this retirement and ijistnnce from 
^^Bur former friends, than to heare irom, and to write to them. I cannot enter- 
tain my time more pleasantly, nor spend my thoughts upon a more grotefull 
subject. • ■ • I baTC now spent about halfe the time I have to bestow in thia 
place, and I am not sorry for it, not because I mialike any usage or entertain- 
ment here, that is unexceptionable; nor could I hope to be treated more civilly, 
or gain more kindnesse and respect anywhere, but because I am somewhat 
overcharged with businesse of another nature than what I should sponta- 
neously and of my own instinct pursue. I have consented to bestowe upon 
the family a abort discourse in Divinity every Sunday. Some reason they 
have to desire it of me, their pastor being a weak old man, somewhat below 
the elevation of yours, and his sermons are jejune. He likewise exactly 
repeates the same words in tlie afternoon, without addition or alteration, daily. 
The young gentlemno with whom I am charged hath very good parts, and a 
quick wit. He hath broken into some extravagancies at Cambridge, which 
caused his father to take him home : he is impatient of labour, and indeed his 
temper will not admit long study. I must needs with gratitude acknowledge 
and commend his kindnesse, civility, and respectful carriage towards me, 
whom he studies, as much as he can, to please, gratify, and oblige. I buste 
myselfe in emjuiriag out and describing such birds as frequent the channel 
near us. I have gotten some and cased tbcm, among the rest a bittern and a 
curlew, and a yarwhelp ; the fourth was like a duck, with a bill hooked at the 
lop, for which we had no name, The yarwhelp is a name that I never read 
or heard of before or since, and therefore imagine it was coined by William 
Bates. • • ■ i long since received a letter from Mr. Willoughby, wherein be 
assures me of his (inne adherence to his resolution for travel, and that he hath 
almost conquered all opposition of his friends, and made his way clear; he 
despairs of your company, and relics upon me, and I intend not to frustrate 
liim.. I am told your house's old master, the Earle of Norwich, is dead; it 
falls out well for Mr. Willoughby (as I remember), his father paid him a con- 
siderable annuity out of the estate. If you be resolved to sell Danny, I wish 
you may meet with a cJiapman to your content that will come up to your 
terms, which I presume are not unreasonable. I should be glad to hear of 
the health and welfare of your relations known to me, especially the much 
honoured your mother, not omitting the little child : my humble service to 






them all, and thankes for their civilities and kindnesse when I w 



u Sussex. 



Nothing could be worse than the manner in which the 
res were filled, and the services of the chiirch performed, in 
lOse days ; the writer of the article, the " Parish Priest," iii 
le Quarterly Review for October last, describes it thus : — 



infarmation with respect lo throe peu : — 
" The plant ia not conlltied to that localily, 
but ia mid to grosr at Hiatinga, Rjo, and 
Vfneatey, in Susaoi ; near Ljd and Wal- 
njerCaatlfl.Kcnt; aandoini Bcai;h,HBinp> 
■hire; near Feniuico ) in Lineolohire, 
ahetUnd, mid IreUad, and probably in 



many other places. Ray and Gkrard oallod 
the plant Pirum maritimam; Linneeuf, 
Pimm niBrilimvt; but modem bolaniila 
have removed it to the genus Laihgrui, 
and it ia now «Uod Latiynu marilimm." 
—So. S8, 2nd Series, Not. 14, 1857. 
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" Sermons were seldom preached in the country parishes. In 
the villnge where Baxter lived, the incumbent, who was eighty 
years of age, and blind, repeated the prayers from memory, 
and had a thrasher one year to read the Psalms and Lessons, 
and a tailor the next ; his successors were no better. * * * 
In the adjoining parish there were two incumbents, one of 
whom got his living by cutting faggots, and the other by 
making ropes." 

Mr. WiLLOTiOBHY to Mr. Bay. 
— T WHB very glad to hcarc from you, aud thnt you bavc any inclination • 
' ' '' ■' ', you hnve friends, aa jour Uucic Burrell 
idertake tlic trouble of looking to youi 



towards travelling. I doubt not but yi 
and others, who would willingly unde 

afiaircs in your absence ; ours cannot so well lie settled at VVollaton, but 
thiufi; will be lost; but that does not move me at all, when I consider that time 
and youth are not to be bought, and thnt we are sufficiently secured against 
poverty, as you ore too. It would be hugely inconvenient, in a great many 
Tespects, to defer it halfe a yeore. If you cannot possibly despatch to goe 
with us, I hope you will come lo us. If you will meet ub at London at the end 
of March, we will mutually agree upon the time and place. The King of 
Prance's designes will not at all obstruct us, there being enough of the world 
that wont be in his power to disturbe. 

Tour faithful and affectionate friend, 

J. L. W. 

The next letter from Mr.Willoughby had no date of the year; 
but, as he married in 1668, it was probably written in the 
com^e of the following year. His condolences on account of 
the disappointed hopes of his friend are very amusing. 

London, May 8/A. 
Sir, — Your very kinde letter has renewed a dying frieudsliip, and I am 
much beholden to you, that you take such care to know my coucerns. God 
has blest us with a boy and a girle worth both the Indies, and I hope there is 
a plentiful ovarium left still, and not only familia, but res familiarU aucta, 
CM alienum exlinetum, and all things have prospered beyond our deserts : 
tills great glut of mines having caused a great losse in our coalworkers being 
but a small matter. I heartily condole the losse of your young ladie, who 
would Lave claimed beauty and wit as bcr inheritance from both sides ; you 
cannot be too carefull and prudent in preventing all premature births, of 
which the jumbling of coaches is the most common cause amongst the belter 
sort. I shall expect, about seven months hence, that you will favour me with 
the newes of an heir, and that you will take care thnt lie use his parts better, 
and be a greater virtuoso than his father, though it will be no small matter, 
prodire teniu. With my humble service to your virtuous ladye and relations, 
I am your faithfull sen-ant, 

F. WiLlOUGEBT. 

Mr.Willoughby died, after a short illness, in the year 1672, 
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leaving Mr, Ray one of the guardians of hia three children ; 
he bcqneathed him an annuity of £00. The next letter is 
dated from Middleton, where he resided watching over his 
charge, and employing himself in preparing his friend's papers 
for publication. There is an interval of ten years in the 
irrespondence. 

MiddUton, Jan. llth, 1673. 
Sir, — I return you many tbanlcs for your letter whict I received last week, 
and doe most gladly embrnce the proffered correspondence. The news of the 
death of Mr. Monk,^ I reoeived from Mr. Burrell a j^ood while since ; I know 
the losse of so good a friend and near relntion must needs trouble you not a 
little, besides thot, it was like to inTolve you in a great deal of businease, and 
bring the wholn care and burthen of that family upon you. The sudden 
death of Mr. Latchford is indeed to me a veiy strange thing, especially if he 
went to bed well, instfincea of that nature being very rare. The other newes 
your letter imparts, viz., that God hath sent you a young son, and liki^wise 
given you hopes of enjoying him, was to me very welcome. I doc really 
rejoice with you, and pray God grant yon many more. I was bold to dedicate 

small trifle' to you, which I printed chiefly to grotifie your cousin, Thomas 
BurrcU, anil at his instance. He writes me that they have sold very well, 
and that he had disposed of almost the whole impression, which, for his sake, 

1 am glfld of. I am at present, and have been a twelvemonth, almost wholly 
engaged in reviewing and preparing for the prease, Mr. Willoughby's Omi- 
t&oloffy, for which his relict is content to be at present at the charge of 
engraving brasse figures, though I doubt not that tlie work, when published, 
will reimburse her. I believe we shall hardly get it abroad this twelvemonth 
yet. The death of Mr.VVillougiiby hath cast more businesse upon me than I 
would willingly have undertooke. 1 love my ease too well ; but he hath given 
me ButScieut encouragement, by settling upon me an annuity for life, of £G0 
per annum. I am like now to set up my staife here, at least so long as my 
old lady lives, who returns her service to you, as also does Mrs. VVinstanley, 
who, since her husband's death, lives here with us. A friend of mine, Mr. 
Martin Lister, of York, Lath desired me to procure him a small parcel of the 
ironstone of Sussex. I should thinke myselfe beholden to you, if you would 
get and send up to London to Mr. Burrell such a parcel], nnd I slittll send 
him directions by what means to send it to York ; but if you cimnot do it 
without trouble, I will not be importunate, but had rather be without it. 
Please to tender my very bumble service to your much-honoured mother, Mr. 



V I Thie WIS probabljr one of tlie Monls 
■if Ilouiton, in We»t Suiwi, a gcntlo fn- 
IBtil;. I do not fine] hia reliitionehip lo the 
Coiirtbopei. 

" ThU WM hi« CoUeeiioia of EnglM 
Word* — pruvincinliime, which be bad 
picked up in hi* iraFelg in diflfcrent ooun- 
tiea. It IB UBuall; apptmded to liii £117- 
titi Prorerht, a wulI-liDoirn book. Tbig 
smsll work waa the Rnt attempt m&de to 
gather up the old and vulgar English, 



which lexicographert had i^orod or ne- 
glected. It >eenis to hate bocome so po- 
pular BE lo have required a tvcond edition 
the following year, 1671, Bay was upon 
terms of friandibip with manj mDmben 
of tha Burrell family. At the <!i>a of liii 
work he givea an account of tlie {raDworka 
of Suaaei, fiuniihed him bj hia honourod 
friend Walter Burrell, of Cuckadd, Eiq. 
—Suuex An^. OtU. II. 20a 




DANNlf PAPERS. 

Oliver and Mrs. Oliver, Mr. Bill,' Mr. White and his lady,^ your honoured 
sister, Sir John and my I.tidy SLapley,^ snd the rest of your hoaoured 
Tchitiona known to me as thDii<;h 1 had named them, but pvineipally to the 
puerpera, to whom I heartily wish n good beginning and the comfort of many 
B fair son and daughter of her own bringing forth and breeding up. And ao I 
rest Your most devoted servant nnd orator, JoBN Kay. 

And here the correspondence ends with Mr. Courthope. 
The good wishes of Ray expressed in this letter were not 
realised. One only child, a daughter, lived, and she married 
the sou of Mr, Couithope's old friend and chamber-fellow, 
alluded to in a former letter to Mr, Campion, and carried the 
property and mansion of Danny into that family. 

To many who are unacquainted with the history of Mr. Ray, 
it may not be uninteresting to know that he continued to be 
for several years the careful and kind guardian and instructor 
of his old friend Jlr.Willoughby's children ; one of them died 
young, but the other, having first been created a baronet when 
he was only thirteen years of age, survived and became the 
first Lord Middleton. In the year 1673, Ray was bold 
enough to marry a lady not half his own age, the daughter of 
Mr. Oakeley, of Oxfordshire ; but the marriage seems to have 
tiirned out happily, nnd with her heretii-ed to Falboume Hall, 
not far from his native place. Black Nottley. During his 
abode there, to quote the words of Dr. Derham, his mother, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ray, died at Black Nottley. She was a very 
religious and good woman, and of great use in her neighbour- 
hood, particularly to her neighbours that were lame or sick, 
among whom she did great good, especially in chirurgical 
matters. Her death was much lamented by all sorts of persons 
in her neighbourhood. Ray thus records her death : — ■ 

March 15tU, IR'JS. being Saturday, departed this life, my most dear and 
hououred mother, Elizabeth Ray, of Black Notley, in her house on Dewlands, 
in tlie haU-chamber, about three of the clock in the aflernoon, aged, aa I sup- 
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' Hr. Bill ITBS nenrj Bill, E»q., of 
Kcigiite. HowsiBOn of JobnBm, king'* 
printer to Charlsa I., and married Jane 
Courtbope, Peter Courthope' a aLster. Mr. 
Bill waa buried at Laugliton, wlier« there 
ii an inieription to bi> memorj. 

> DorotV, wife of Ur. Wliile, wat 
another sister of Peter Courtliopo. Dr. 
White praotiaed phisio at Leirea, and hia 
dauebler, or grand-da ughtor, tliehoireaa of 
tliaJBcaily, wna Durried to John Biidger, 



Esq., of CooDiba, and wai tbe mother of 
Sir John Bridger, the maternal gnind' 
fatlier at Admiral Sir n. Shiffuer, Bart. 

> Peter Caurtliopo'a wife waa Pbiladt'l- 
phia, daushler of Sir Jobu Staplejr, of 
Patella Di, Bart. 

The Editor ia greatl; obliged to U. A. 
Lower, Eaq., for his valuable ai»iBtance in 
tracing out for liim these Suasei faniiliea, 
and for the Campion Pedigree with which 
he has enriched tbia paper. 
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pose, aeventy-eiglit, whoso death, for some cousideratioua, was a great wound 
to me i yet have I good hope that her soul is received to the mercy of God, 
Bod her sins pardoned, through the merits niid raediatiou of Jesus Christ, in 
whom she trusted, and whose servant aho hath been from her youth up, 
sticking constantly to her profession, and never leaving the church in these 
times of giddiness and distraction. 

He became a distinguished member and correspondent of 
the Royal Society, and, as is well known, a very voluminous 
author, chiefly upon subjects connected with his favourite 
studies of natural history ; but his great work is the Wisdom 
of God manifested in the Works of the Creation. In his latter 
years he was afflicted with a most painful and distressing dis- 
order — ulcers in his legs, which he seems to have borne with 
Christian patience and resignation. Among tlie many friends 
of his later life, Sir Hans Sloane appears to have been most 
kind and generous to him, and there is something very 
affecting in the last letter which Ray ever wrote to him. 

Blaek NoUley, Jan. lih, 1704. 
Dear Sir, the best of Friends, — Tliese are to take a final leave of you ia 
_ world. I look u]>ott myself as a dying ninn. God requite your kindness 
nxpresscd any ways towards me an hundred-fold, hlcss you with a confluence 
of all good things in this world, and eternal life and happiness hereafter, ond 
grant us a happy meeting in heaven. 

I am. Sir, eternally yours, John Rat.' 

He lingered on for ten days, and died Jan. 19, 1704-5. 
His character is thus summed up by Derham, who wrote his 
life:— 

" In his dealings there was no man more strictly just ; in his 
conversation, no man more humble, courteous, and affable ; 
towards God, no man more devout ; and towards the poor 
and distressed, no man more compassionate and charitable, 
according to his abilities." 



3Vmpr 



t 



' Bnj'e Corretpondtiiee, 
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AuoNo the other papers in the storehouse of mflnuscripts 
at Danny, there is one, written many years later tlian the 
last now published, by a young and gallant soldier of Sussex, 
giving a very interesting account of the Battle of Minden, 
in which lie had been engaged. The discovery of this letter 
induced further inquiries, and the original, of which that at 
Danny is only a copy, was found among the papers of Sir 
Maryon Wilson, Bart., the grandson of the writer, with many 
others of great interest ; and to him we owe the privilege of 
publishing those whieh follow. The author of that letter, and 
of several more, who succeeded to his father's title and estates 
in 1760, was Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson, Bai-t. He entered 
the army at an early age, and served with great distinctioD 
in various parts of the world. 

The best account of his services is that given by himself, in 
a letter to Lord Chatham, in the year 1766. He had at that 
time a company in the Guards, with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; and he thus applies to his lordship to use his interest 
to obtain further promotion for himself-. — J 

I have always rememhpred with the greatest gratitude, my obllgBtion to 
your Lordshiji, in appointing mi; Adjii taut-General to the expedition under 
General Hodgson, by which, after nineteen years' service, I obtained the rank 
of Lieutenont-Coloneh I have now strictly attended my duty as commis- 
sioned officer near twenty-three years in the war in Flandera, the rebellion in 
Scotland, most part of the war in Germany (where I waa Aide-de-Camp to 
Lord Waldegrare, commanding the British Infantry at the battle of Minden), 
and in three expeditions on the coast of France, and have been four times 
wounded. Having no Parliamentary connection, and therefore nothing to 
recommend me but ffly paat service, such as it has been, I am emboldened, 
from your former goodness to me, to solicit jour Lordship to obtain for me a 
regiment, or the rank of Colonel, by being appointeil King's Aide-de-Ciimp ; 
which request I should by no means presume to make if I did not see, in the 
list of the army, such uumbers of superior rank to myself who xere not in 
commmum till many yean after I eertetl. If there is any one man, high or 
low, that can kUA truth accuse me of ever having acted, in the miuutest cir- 
cumstance, in a manner unbecoming the character of an honest man, a gentle- 
man, or an officer, I do not wish to be favoured bj your Lordship, or any 
other person; for I have ever thought that a scoundrel is a disgrace to his 
patron, and therefore I have always endeavoured to do honour to those that 
have countenanced nic, as I have to preserve my own inviolably. 
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FTie E&Rt. OF CiiATH&u lo Sib Thomas Wilson, 
Sath, Dfc.2?Ch, 1766. 
— , I wna Borry I had no opportuuity of seeing you before I left town, to 
haye expresaed to you the sense I have of your obliging remembrance of any 
little good offices of mine in behalf of service and merit. I desire now, sir, 
to assure you of ray aincere regard, though obliged at the aame time to sug- 
gest to you, that I wish not to interfere in mottera of the army — Lord Granby 
being the only proper quarter where applications of that nature are to be 
made. I doubt not that services will point you out on some proper occasions, 
better than any other recommendation, to a due share of the King's favour. 
^^^ I hare the honour to be, with great esteem and coosiderBtion, 

^^H Your most obedient, Chathau. 



■ SiK Thomas Wilson io the Easl of Chatuau. 

• • I think myself highly favoured by your Lordship's letter of the 29th 
ultimo. About the time I troubled your Lordship 1 wrote to Lord Granliy 
on the aame account, who, whilst in Germany, did me the honour, particularly 
after the battle of Minden and Campen Btoik,^ more than once, not only to 
approve of my conduct, but to express an inclination to assist mc; but I nerei 
troubled his Lordship till now, and believe me, my Lord, as I have endea- 
voured constunlly and conscienlioualy to discharge my duty property for near 
twenty-three years, I woidd not even now have begged preferment of any one, 
however ardently I may wish for it ; but, being a soldier of fortune, I am ex- 
ceedingly hurt in this reflection (which any man with a degree of spirit above 
that of a weak worm must sensibly feel), that in the next war, unless assisted 
by some one of disinterested principles, it must ever be my lot to be com- 
manded bi/ much vt}/ junion. • ■ • \ should be happy, as a soldier, for the 
sake of my brother officers in general, to see your Lordship's remark verified, 
" that service would point a man out for preferment, on proper occasions, 
better than any other recommendation ;" but, my Lord, ^om what I have 
seen in the service since the war, I should, if your Lordship had not prevented 
me by saying you do not wish to interfere in military matters, have ven- 
tured to pronounce that one favourable word from your Lordahip would be 
of more real service to me than all my service, even suppose it had been much 
longer and more essential. I ask ten thousand pardons for the liberty i have 
taken in my application to your Lordship. • • • 

The wishcd-for promotion came six years afterwards, and 
was thus graciously communicated to him : — 

CaeendUh Square, Dee. %\it, 1772. 
Lord Barrfngton presents his compliments to Sir Thomas Wilson, and is 
very sorry he gave himself the unnecessary nnd ceremonious trouble of calling 
on him. Lord Barringtoo cannot, however, assnme the least merit on that 
account, for it arises entirely from the King's knowledge of Sir Thomas's 
merit, and from the rank he bore among the Lieutenant-Colonels. 

Let us, however, turn back to the earlier days of his career, 
when, after the battle of Cullodcn, he was quartered at Fort 



' He, with 500 others, was taten prisoner 



indpliinderedof all baliad. 
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St.Gfeorge ; and when, in the light and careless spirit of youth, 
he told his mother' of his doings, and described the geogra- 
phical position of Fort William, as though it had been a newly 
discovered island in the Pacific Ocean : so little were the 
Highlands of Scotland at that time known to Eughshmen. 

Fori George Camp, Jii/>/ i^tk.ms. [Eecd.Juff.UlA.Fd.U.id.) 

Honoured Hailam, ~I received your favour, with my brother's, in due 
time, but deferred answering it aoouer, because the very post before I got 
tbiit, I had wrote to my brother. It gives me great concern to hear you are 
obliged to go to the sea for recovery of Leidth ; and I sincerely pray it may, 
by the blessing of God, work the desired effect, which I am more encouraged 
to hope for, knowing yon have great confidence therein, and believing half the 
cures wrought by medicine proceed from that effect. 

As I have already given Sir Thomas a description of our present encamp- 
ment, I Hcarce know what to write, for you may imagine, in this out-of-the- 
way place, we have very little news ; but, na 1 nave often henrd you say you 
like to hear of meloncholy things, I shall send you what this place atfords. 
One of our young soldiers hanged himself (I suppose to get rid of the hard 
work of the fort), and went about it very methodiiilly, by cutting his spatter- 
dashes into thongs, and weaving them up together, to answer the end. 
Another man or two we expect will be shot soon for desertion. A young 
woman made an attempt to drown herself, because her husband was unkind; 
but the silly slutt forgot to take oS her hoop, which kept her floating on the 
waves like a mermaid, in spite of her teeth, till (unluckdy for her husband) 
some fishermen took her up. Our provisions bow begin to be tolerably 
cheap :— Beef, 21rf. per lb. ; mutton, l^d. ; full-grown chickens, 3d. apiece j 
salmond, \d. per lb. ; cod, rather cheaper ; turbot, 4 lb, weight, from Id, to 
Sd. As for haddocks, whiting, plaice, and those sort of (iah, they are food 
for the soldiers only. MUk, butter, aud bread, are the dearest articles we 
housekeepers have to buy. Now tbe shooting season is come in, we have 
game in great plenty. I killed, the day before yesterday, eight brace of grouse; 
but it is a little fatiguing. I walked, the night before, about fifteen miles, to 
the Moors, lay at the ftfot of them that night, in a cloak, upon straw ; began 
to sport at three in the morning, and continued hunting tUl one, and then came 
home; so that I am sure, iu the evening before and in the day's hunting, I 
went neare threescore miles ; but I find myself much the better for it, aud, I 
thunk God, in perfect health. " ■ The company I belong to will go to Port 
William, situated on the west coast of Scotknd; klitnde, 56-48; by all 
accounts a very bad place, where, for the whole winter, you are locked up by 
the snow, and have no provisions but what is laid up in tliis season. Begging 
my duty to Sir Thomas, and love to my brother, 

I am, Madam, your most dutiful and obedient son, 

Thomas Spencer Wilson. 

P. 8. — I hope the Duke of N. (Newcastle) will be attacked for me before 
the election. 

To tbe Lady Wilson, at ICottendean, near Lewes, 

in Sussex, South Britain ; by Brighthelm stone bagg. 

' T-aay Wilson wm one of tlio CowthopPB, of Wliiligh. The old fiunily mansion 
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The writer of the letters which follow, was no less a person 
than the celebrated scholar, Jacob Bryant, the author of the 
Neto S^atein of Analpis of Ancient Mythology, and other 
works. It appears from several of his letters that Bryant 
served for a short time in the army,' a fact not known to his 
biographers. One of his letters is dated from Cypenhani, 
near Windsor, "his lodge in Buckinghamshire," where he lived 
many years, and where he died, at the age of ninety. Allusion 
is made, in Chalmers's account of him, to his great talent for 
humour, and his pleasant social qualities. He says of him, 
that, " In his ordinaiy habits of life, he was remarkable for his 
temperance, and, though his time and studies were principally 
devoted to literature and the pursuit of truth, yet his con- 
versation with those he received and conversed with, was un- 
commonly sprightly, as he never failed to mix entertaining 
anecdote with instruction. * * His liberality was often con- 
spicuous, and the spirit of religion diffused itself through all 
his actions." lie left his valuable library to King's College, 
Cambridge; £2000 to the Society for Propagating the Gospel; 
and £1000 to the superannuated Collegians of Eton College, 
where he bad been educated, to be disposed of at the discretion 
of the Provost and Fellows, lie was a Worthy of whom liton 
may be justly proud. Ilis opinion of that newly constituted 
force, the militia, is very freely given in the following letter : — 
Jacob Bhyant, Esq., to Captain Wilsok. 

London, May 31*(, 1759. 

Mj dear WUaon, — " • • Give me leave, in the first jiluce, to returo you 
my thauka for all the intelligence I have, directly or othernise, reneived from 
your hands. Tour letter was the niost particular of any I saw relative to the 
last afiiiiT. The enemy seem to have little reason to brag : I make uo doubt 
yon will be able to stand your ground. In England we think ourselves very 
secure, tho' the Ministry are under some apprehensions of an invasion. The 
French const is said to be lined with troops, and their fleet is within three 
sail-of-the-line as many as we have. We are, however, very oouftdent, and it 

'"ainoeIcametoEnglDnd,"MLjBBrjant, howDvarunlowBrilllniHppeB™ni»ofthing» 

writing tohUfriend, in JanuU7,l?6!>, " I wax to me, and grot sa m} lo«B might 

havo lived m> diAsipftted > life, tlist I hare gcem, I bavo had tlie good fortuno to tutve 

not h>d tho opjiortuiiit; of thinking «o m; grioruiDes lightened, and evcr^r thing 

often at I ought, of my very beet friond* dono in mj fkvour, bajond tnj moat 

I lofl beliind. * ■ When laet ne part«d, I aniioua expectitiona. Let it luiBce to l«ll 

Liltlu thought our leijonttion woulJ be of yon, my dear Wilion, that tho Dukn of 

to tone dura lioD: but u cnicl misfortUDe Marlborough luu mtitributwl, in eriTy n^ 

lopcfl of grent «pcet,toniy case, qiiiel, and indepcndenoj, 

re concluded the and liM behaTi>d in the noblemnnncr that 

' manner. Tet, is bo prcnliar to hia family. 
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ii not npoD nothing that we ground our security. Lend me your patience, 
and I will tell you a circumstance little thought of in the circle of West- 
phalia, a thing which the Bishop of Pndcrliorn has no notion of, uor any one 
prince of the empire. You must know, sir, that, beside our shipping and a 
few battalions that are left, we have, in severnl counties, a new kind of corps 
called the Militia ; these are a set of desperate fellows, I nssore you, consist- 
ing of bold tallow-chandlers, resolote journeyman bakets.high-spirited weavers. 
Woody -minded tailors, and truaty ploughboys, headed by commissioned and 
non-commissioned apothecaries and attorneys, and colonels who know every 
inch of their ground, having fox-hunted in every corner of it ; they are fol- 
lowed by many sheep-biters, coney-catchers, and poachers, so that the camp 
can never want necessaries. Believe me, they are a very formidable band, as 
intrepid at a review almost as a new-raised regiment, and as brisk at a charge 
as the Trainbands io Scnithlield. Of these last you must have beard how, in 
the yenr 1693, they marched through Islington, and hud liked to have taken 
Pancrass by storm ; and what an opinion of them once prevailed, may be 
gathered from Sir Richard Steele. " I have known," says thRt sagacious writer, 
" one of these daring fellows clap his nose within au inch and a half of a 
touch-hole, fire his piece, and huzza, as if it was nothing extroordinary." The 
same may be said of the Militia, who have a way too of abutting their eyea, 
to prevent anything diverting their aim, and shoot away with as much uncon- 
cern aa if they were killing fieldfares and starlings. • • • • Add to this, the 
noble spirit that prevails in the nation, that contempt for money. There was 
fifty thousand guineas absolutely depending on one match at Newmarket; 
there was in town eight thousand depending among ladies on a single hand 
at cards. What a poor figure would the French make if they were to come 1 
The young Club at Arthur's ' alone would win all their money at betting, and 
I should be proud to know what an army would do without cash. In respect 
to the Militia, there is one untoward circumstance, that, whenever they take 
the field, they are to be subject to military law, which makes many people 
think they will be cunning enough to run awoy before it comes to that pass, 
if sueh be the consequence ; but I believe this is on idle surmise, for how can 
oSicera that are patriots suffer it, or men of nnti-Gallican principles be so base 
to attempt itP I am confident I could awear for one-half of them, that, if 
there was only a French cat to come on shore, they would clap squibs and 
crackers to her acut, and worry her to the devil. Why, air, there are some of 
them that don't scruple to aver they would take the wall of the Dauphine him- 
self, and collar the King of France if they met him in Glonstersbire. Oh ! 
noble hearts ! what pity it la that such brave fellows shoold ever be hung for 
sheep-stealing I • • • ■ ■ 

Most faithfully and olTectionately yours, Jacob Bryant. 



' Arthur's Club is one of the few vene- 
nble iiiBtitutionB, of that kiud, which csn 
bc«it of an eiiateuce of more than one 
hundred jears. Brookes's, White's, and 
Boodle's, sre of Hhout the 9Bino ago. It ia 
thus described in Cuuninghsm's Sand- 
Bmt for London : — " Arthur'* Club- 
house, 69, St. James's Street, derives its 
name from a Ur. Arthur, the master of 
White's Chooolate-houee, in the snme 
llreot. Arthur died in June, 1761. Mr. 



Macluvth married Arthur'n onlv ohiId,Bnd 
Arthur's C^oeoloto-houae, u it was then 
Rolled, beoamc the proptrtj of this Ur. 
Muekrcth. 

" Etotj thing ([oe» On as it did, luiury 
increases, all public plaoea are full, and 
Arthur's is the resort of old siiid young, 
courtiers and anti-courtiere, nsj, ucen of 
minialers, and Bt tliis time," — LadySer- 
rtg'a LetltTi, June 15. 1756, 
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P, S. — Yesterday his Majesty thought proper to acquaint the House, that 
the nation wna threatened with an invasion. A loyal and warm address was 
voted, and that notice be sent to the Lieuteiiauls of Counties, that the Militia 
hold them^lves in readiness, that is, the Militia of Kent, Surrey, Dorset, 
Norfolk, and part of Yorkshire.^ No news &om this East Indies ; no certain 
acconnta from Guadaloupe. 

Most faithfully and affectionately yours, J. B. 

The following letter to his mother was written on the plains 
Minden, the day after the battle : — 

To Ladt Wilson, (/ Uckfield. 

Jugunt 2«rf, 1769. 

I thank God that it is in my power to acquaint you, that yesterday we 
gained a victory over the French. The English Foot, where I had the honour 
to he posted, are greatly smashed, and have sustained by far the severest 
Bttacka I ever saw from cavalry, four or five batterieB, with grape-shott, and 
their flanks attacked hy infantry, all at the same time, in an opeu plain. 
However, it pleased God to support us in it all, and give us the day. Not 
one of our regiments have brought off two hundred men alive and well, and 
some not a hundred and lilly. The Prince is sensible of their good hehaviour, 
and has given them publick thanks this day. We are now encamped upon 
the field of battle, and the town of Minden is surrendered to us, 

I have lost the heat good dear lad I ever contracted a friendship with. 
Captain Cowley, of Kingsley's regiment, about twenty years old ; he was shot 
in the belly with a grape-shot. After the battle was over, I found him among 
a heap of poor wretches, tossed upon some straw in a hovel ; his ball cut out 
of the back, but no wound dressed. I got him a little wine and water, the 
best I could, and then left him to perish, poor dear soul 1 I hope God 
Almighty will receive his soul. 

About half an hour after the battle began, my poor horse was shot in the 
knee. Some time after that I received a shot upon my cheek, which did but 
just raise the skin near the jawbone, and so passed along my ear to the back 
of my head. My jaw is swelled, and pains me a good deal, hut is no other- 
wayse the least troublesome. About one hour after, another shot graced upon 
my spur, and entered my horse's breast, by which wound the poor creature 
died, but not till he had carried me till the battle was quite over. 

I hope, aa it has pleased God to give us this victory. Prince Ferdinand will 
follow the French whilst there is a man of us left to pursue them. 

We have taken forty pieces of cannon, and many hundreds. 

My duty to Sir Thomas, love to my brother, and compliments to all. 

From your dutiful son, Tbouas Spenceb Wilson. 

You may tell my brother, as 1 know 't will please bim, that in the publick 
orders given this day to the whole army, Prince Ferdinand is pleased to order 
my name to be mentioned amongst those he was pleased to think distinguished 
themselves. If I had any merit, I thank GoD for enduing me with courage 
to ahow it. Tell my brother I will send him a copy of this day's orders, as 
I think the English gain honour by them. 



' Tlie loieii n^menls emtwdietl in 
1759 werE:— Tlie Devon, 1600 atrang g 
thp DorMt, 640 1 Tiorfolk, 960 i SomerMt, 



8«! Surrey, 800; War 
Wilr^800: in atl, 6280 n 
Q«n-<«. Oct, 1BS7. 
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In B letter to his brother, mitten nearly a fortnight later, he 
gives the following more particular account of the battle, one 
of the most aniarkable for the gallantry and endurance of our 
soldiers recorded in history: — 

About nine id tbe luoming our flanks were exposed to sereral batteries of 
cannon, with round ghot, which carryed ns off »ery fast, because we bad 
neither caralry nor cannon to co^-er ub. In this situation (upon a bowling- 
green), we had nothing for it but to haaten the ntteck, which our men did 
with great briskness ; but tfaia brought ua so near (heir cannon, as to be im- 
medialdv carried off hj grape-shott. Our men alill pushed on, and were 
charged bj thirty-six squadrons of caraliy, comuanded by Duke Fitz-Jamea 
(my genernl's cousin). Some of them prerceil us, and got to our rear. At 
tbo sRioe time that they made iheir charge, the infantry attacked our open 
, flftuk ; but the tnie gallantry of our men cleared all. They made twomore 
L attacks in the sniuo manner, all this time working us with grapc-ahott. Yet 
Lxotwithatfliiding nil this, it pleased God to give us the advantage over them 
^^-to lh« immortal honour of our Foot, The carnage was the most dreadful 
' I evoi anw. I nm just now looking at the returns of the regiment, and find 
tbnt veiy near one-half of the men brought into the field ore killed or wounded, 
BtuI near two-tliird» of the officers. Our right wing of Cavalry, commanded 
by Lord George Sjickville, 'tis said were sent for more thnn once, but never 
oiine till thii Uny wiis ours. Had they come, IhJa would have l>een the com- 

K'lrtcit riolnry uver gained, for 1 suppose you are soldier enough to know that 
fiu>try eniinot punur. Notwithstanding our want of cavalrv, the conse- 
Bunnms of lliia vWorv n« groat. The Fnnch have evacuated Minden, Biel- 
' jhll, riid.rbi.rii, OmiHlHirK. ami given ovm Uirir attempts on Lypstat. which 

1' >< lium lovostrtl d, what is not to be ircdited by aftertimes, 

III lull )iiii'»iill of (III iirniy a givnl deal abnvr double our numbers. 
'i'lio I'lik'' lb' lail^i'iibiirg, iiiiidr jirinoiier in the aetion, who I brenkfasted 
Wt «( lliH I'liliii iif llirliuioiiil'ii IlK' diiv alter the hnttlo, told us that they 

|«| nil It'is Mum I'lKl'ty ' Iiiiltiili<iiii> unil eighty-six sijuadrons in the field of 

|ni nud w" hml llililv -n liiilliili.nis ami forty-seven Mjuadrons; ond they 
m, lliiiiik Unii. llyiiiH bi<IWri< iii, but nut so fast but I hope we shall 

i<r I 'hirliriler, is most terribly cut in many places, 

,11^1 Ill Mr, riclohrr's son, of Chichester, got a 

noiiiiit I lirai' 111' i* siiiiw dead. He was very bad 
Iki Min liiilili'. 

t, I ,11 ,.Ii.iir that. I give you my word, I saw 

■\, u I uiiii" llti't iHirriciioff seven or eight men 

't iiiiii>ng>l all lliia, it pleased God to 
i,v* !»■ uii»t Iriilv tliimkfiil, for I am 

lliilK lii.»i'l ill' rrovidniiv'can save from such 

i.Mi III |.iiixiill III' llio Kniu-h ever since the 4th 

il H II tvlllilii iilni> Inigucs of them. 

I iiiv l.i>il.v, Mild <'om]iliineiil8 to all, If the 
110 I liiiiiii ••"III III ni'iiiiiiliil yiiu of our having drubbed 
'1iU>>>iii Ailii'O 

1|>f HlttlKll"<llll" llMlllmt, Tri'lM*" SPENCEU WlWON. 
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^B The following extract froQi the orders of Priuce Ferdinand 
^^ Contains that reflection upon Lord George Sackville, which 
led to such well-known results: — 

His Serene Highneaa thinks himself inliuitely obligoU to Major- Generals 
Wuldegrarc and Kingelcy, for their great courage, and the good order in 
which they cooducted their brigades. 

His Serene Highness further orders, that it bo declared to Licutenant- 
General the Marquis of Gmnhy, that he is persuaded, that if he had hud the 
good fortune to buve had him at the head of the cavalry of the right wing, 
his presence would have greatly contributed to make the derision of the day 
more compleat and more brilliant. His Serene Highness orders, that those of 
his suite whose behaviour he moat admired, be named, viz., the Duke of Kch- 
mond, Colonel Fitz-Hoy, Captain Ligonier, Colonel Watson, Captain VVilson, 
Aid-dc-Carap to General Wuldegrave ; his Serene Highness having much 
reason to l>e satisfied with their conduct. 

A solemn and striking act of worship must that have been, 
which was celebrated on the day after the battle, on the plains 
of Minden, when the English and Hanoverian troops, with 
wasted ranks, offered up to God their thanksgivings for the 
victory which had been vouchsafed to them. The orders of 
Prince Ferdinand, from which the following extracts are taken, 
thus begin : — 

On the Fieldqfthe Battle of MMm. Aagml the Ut, 17B9. 
At nine o'clock to-raorrow morning tlie army will return thanks to Almiglity 
God for the victory gained tliis day ; and at five in the evening the army will 
be under arras, in the front of the camp, to fire a feu-de-joie. The heavy 
artillery, with that taken liom the enemy, will be drawn up in the front. EhcIi 
regiment to make a strict search in the boor-houses and on tlie field, for the 
wounded, as well of the enemy as of our army, that they may be dressed, and 
sent in waggons to Petershagen.* 

" Midtis ille bonis flebilis occidit," may be said of his poor 
friend young Cowley. A proof of this ia the following letter 
from his friend Lord Tavistock to Sir Thomas Wilson : — 
Wohum Abbey, Aug. %%nd, 1759. 

Sir, — I beg pardon for having so long deferred congratulating you on the 
glorious success of jour arms, and the honour General Waldegrave and your- 
self, as well as the English in general, have acquired ; but, indeed, sir, the 
loss I suffered in my poor friend Cowley, hurt me too much to let me write 
much sooner. He had the pleasure of your acqaaintancc, snd you must have 
known bow ciccllent a young man be was. Believe me, the loss of him is to 
me irreparable. The account you was so good as to send me of the manner 



' Apltamnlproofofthocourtesy shown 
b; the enemy in theut wan, k given in the 
following pwsage, indorsed upon one of 
Wilaon's letters:— "A Letter from Colonel 
Fiti-Roj, 1760.— This letter whs directed 



to mo in Gerroanj. It was taton by tlio 
Froneh, who, nfler perusing it, sealed it 
with the seal within, stid eenl Lt bj b trum- 
pet to ttie AUied Arm;." 
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of his death, though it shocked me to a degree, yet nt the same time afforded 

me no small comfort, by the resignei], I think I mny say noble, manner 
with which he met hia fate : an unfortunate event, that did honour Loth to 
himself and to all who were happy in his biendship. In case any of his 
affairs should be unsettled, or any of his serrauta, be., in any distress, I must 
trouble you to lett me know it, as I shall be happy in being of any service to 
the memory of one whom I must always love and admire ; and I hope, air, I 
shall never forgett your kmdness to him, even in his lost moments ; and if at 
any time 1 can be of any service to you, I shall be happy to do it, both on m|^ 
own account, and for the dt;sire my dear Cowley always had for your welfare. 
Believe me, jour most obedient and humble servaut, F. Tavistock, 

A lively writer was Jacob Bryant. In a letter, dated from 
Cypenhara, he says -. — 

Whilst yoa have been pursuing the dictates of honour abroad, I have been 
cultivating a little spot at home, having taken a house in Buckinghamshire. 
• • How happy shall I he to see you at my little lodge ; indeed, doubly happy, 
if I see you crowned with those honours which it will be injurious to with- 
hold from you. • • To-morrow I go into the country, where I have already 
been imitating, in miniature, what you daily practise at large. I have formed 
a large body of cabbages, supported by another of colly- flowers, behind which 
is a brigade of canots, rank and file, three hundred effective. At a distance 
are some irregular artichokes, not to mention plenty of nettlen and thistles, 
more embanissing to their neighbours than hurtful to their foes. The whole 
is guarded, to the right, by a quickset, with an epaulmcnt of hurdles to the 
left, to prevent the horse breaking in. The horse has made several attacka, 
but has been repulsed every time. 

j^uff. ISa, 17S0. Believe me, Stc. 

In a letter, dated 2nd of January, 1762, he says : — ■ 

Tou tell me that if my wishes for peace prevail, there will be but little 
prospect of a regiment for you ; if that be the ease, circumstances arc so 
altered, that you never had a fairer view, if war can afford it : for at the eve 
of a heavy and most tiresome war with one power, we have entered into 
another, which may not cease, as far as I can see, till all Europe he in flames. 
At the same time, we have not one ally. I do not know whether there be one 
that wishes us well. The Foreign States seem as jealous of our maritime 
success as they were formerly of Louis the XIV.'s victories in the field. All 
look upon us with an evil eye, at the same time we are ourselves surfeited 
with good fortune, and expiring under our trophies and streamers and badges 
of conquest. We have served France as the Israelites, in Scripture, are said 
lo have served Adonibeiek : we have wounded him in the thumbs and great 
toes ; but in effecting this, I wish he has not bruised us in our vilals. All 
that France has suifcred has been in its colonies, which ai^ only extremities, 
and can hardly he called parts of the great body : a hurt there ie no more than 
a Dutch skipper being wounded in the breeches : while we have been bleeding 
at every pore, and are brought into a sad consumptive state, that requires an 
able hand to remedy. In the mean time, Prussia is gasping for life, but, as 
they say at Tiburn, he dies hard — he dies hke a cock ; and when you have 
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suid that, you have said every thing of him. Fasa some few moDtha, and I 
think you muat have his laat dying-speach. There is hut one thing that can 
be favourable to Prussia, and take off somewhat of the Queen of Hungary's 
bitter resentment, which is the late treaty between Fraace and Spain, whicli 
may possibly disgust YieDna.* It is the most barefaced and impudent 
attempt for the aggrandizing the House of Bourbon that ever was made. It 
ia an offensive and defensive alliance for the intiuale union of the two great 
monarchies, to which Naples and one or two petty Statea ace admitted on 
account of relation, and all the rest of the world excluded. If Europe is not 
totally blinded with party, rancour, prejudice, and pride, this must make the 
several Princes look about them. As to Portugal, it seems to have ueitliei 
money, nor arms, nor men. It has a powerful enemy abroad, and a worse 
enemy in itself at home. There is not a nation on earth the Portuguese hate 
more thau the Spaniards ; and yet one-half of them are ready to put them- 
selves under the Spanish yoke. Whather Lord Albemarle is ordered lo Por- 
tugal for certain, I cannot say. It is generally supposed he is to command 
there. I think it would be no bad scheme to assist the Moors in takiug Oran 
and Ceuta, and then to land twenty thousand of them in Granada. Vie have 
Dii embassy at MequincK at this instant. I wish you had a regiment upon 
such an expedition. Some of the girls in Andalusia are pretty brunettes ; and 
I know there is no complexion but at times is agreeable to your tastes. I'nre 
well, my dear Sir Thomas, and beUeve me to he ever 

Most faithfully yours, Jacob Bryant. 

The following letter is from a distiiiguished ofBcer, Major- 
leneral la Faussille, one who had been at Fontenoy; and 
a kind-hearted old man he must have been. He gives his 
opinion in favoiu- of a milder system of diseipline in the army 
than that which then prevailed ; and it is very curious, in 
these days of Enfield and Minic rifles, as showing the greatest 
achievements of the English musket one hundred years ago. 
After expressing his delight at his having escaped with life, 
and earned great honour at Minden, he says : — 

NeiECaslle-upm-Tyne, St^l. Ith, 1759. 

You know pretty much the way of thinking my experience during the late 
war led me into, vit., that as much discipline as can be enforced by the help of 
the drill, depriving men of the benefit of working, or any thing but the cudgel!, 
breaking the spirit of a Briton, is better, and more likely to succeed in buttle, 
than the scheme in fashion when you and I last parted. I should he very glad 
to know from you, if you happened to be near the Patron Corps, whether that 
showy discipline answered the end ; whether they were either cooler or kept 
their ranks or fire better than the other corps : if they did, though old, I will 
give up my sentiments to you, as T know you hud coolness to remark, if < 
tunity put it in your way to compare, and I kuow you will candidly 
me. 1 have a young corps, and am not prepossessed with my < 

■ The Sing of Fmseia wna «aved bj the the acoeuioQ of his friend Petor III. 
Bimplo accident of the death of the Em- the throne of Bussia. 
pros Eliiabeth, hii dctcrmiucd ioo, uud 
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My aole ricw while in the ormy, is, I aMure you, to be useful j and for that 

?urpo»e I have not strived or aesired to go from my regiment this year past, 
have endeavoured to imitate action in bU the variety of evolutions 1 tench 
them ; and further, I have, I will venture to nsaore you, made them, without 
exception, the very liest markamenin the British army, which my quarters on 
the aeacoast has enahled me to do, at all distances. I have iired them man 
by man the whole vrinter, and only a few rounds by platoons. Si»ty will, in 
five rounds, hit a target of about two feet in diameter, at three hundred yards, 
eight or ten times, and throw forty or fifty balls close enough about it to do 
execution if a platoon was beforo them ; and I will he answerahlt: that, at two 
hundred and one hundred and fifty yards, they would thin an euemy con- 
siderably- I have made various experiments, and ascertained them beyond 
doubt : 6!b. of our common powder for eiereise, sixteen drams to the pound, 
throws a hall as far out of .one of our muskets or, rather, firelocks, as any 
larger quantity which I have tried, as far as ten drachms. I find that a ball 
fired out of a musket, ever so near, cannot enter an oak plank four inches 
thick, recoils from it, and makes hardly any impression ; that one of our fire- 
locks, with five drachms of powder, carries five hundred yards poiot blank, 
and knocked oET at eight hundred and sixty the comer. of a atone; aud it 
seemed to have force enough to lull a man at that distance. A firelock, cut 
down to even twenty inches, carries as far as at its fiill length. Judge, then, 
of the absurdity of their being so long in the barrel, which prevents our men 
from taking sure aim, but also, by their length in the stock which makes 
them so difficult and troublesome to be presented by the low-sized men we are 
obliged to take at present. 

Another experiment J hove repeatedly made this last winter, with one of 
the large sea blunderbusses, which 1 am persuaded might be improved to a 
great degree, and used with cannon. Having brought it to an elliptic form, 
fixed it as a cannon, and loaded it with three dosen mnsket-balls, we drove 
them at three hundred yards' distance against a cliff, and they answered my 
expectation so well, that not one ball would have rose over a man's head. On 
the contrary, we were all satisfied, by their spreoding sideways, and not 
elevating, that they would have mowed down any platoon opposite to them 
within that distance. This is matter for improvement ; elliptic from breech to 
muzzle, • • • • • 

Adieu, my dear sir. May Heaven be your shield and buckler, and send you 
home to your family and friends crowned with laurels, and rewarded with 
preferment, for which you hove my ardent prayers. ■ • 

YouT faithful friend and humble servant, John la Faubsille. 

Ill another letter he calls himself hia " grey-headed old 
friend, forgotten by the world, and making daily strides towards 
quitting it, in spigbt of which," he says, " I would not have 
grudged an arm or leg to have seen and outhvcd Thorn- 
hauscn." The manner in which he recommends a young 
officer to the notice of his friend, is a model for others who 
have the same duty to perform, to follow : — 

I have this moment finished a letter of recommendation to my old friend 
Bufone, in favour of the tliird Ensign of his regimeDt, his name Le Grand. 
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fatlier was a Lieutenaut Id the 19th Bcg^ent of Foot, and wns killed at 
itenojr, with whom I was intimately acquaitited ; and hia grundfatlier, now 
B, 13 the oldest friend I have living ; he has lately wrote, to heg my recom- 
mendation of the youth, and I ahall be mueh obliged to you, if you find he is 
a youth of merit, if you will take notice of him, and shew him some eoun- 
tcaance, on my ncraunt ; and be so kind as to recommend him aa the child 
of a father and family I hare great regard for, to my old friend John Craufurd, 
and even to General Hodgson, if an opportunity offers. I had a good cha- 
racter of him two jeorg ago, when I intended him for my regiment, and that 
he had some tincture of fortification or engineering business. If he is one of 
"■B good-for-little, take no notice of him or of raj letter. 

I cannot conclnde without telling you another well-wisher of yours (my 
■■pter half] wrote to me with infinite joy, to know whether it was Wilson, 
of my children, who was mentioned in Prince Fenlinand's orders the day 
r the battle, and I have not disowned the title in my answer. She enjoys 
good health, and our heiress makes her as happy as any mortal can be. If I 
can credit her accounts, she is as beautiful as an angel, and, though just two 
years old, is a prodigy of wit and judgement. She furnishes her subject for 
three folios a week to me, aad neither of us, I may venture to affirm, arc tired 
with writing or reading on that subject. 

Another friend, Mr. John Pitt, of Gloucester, recommends 

a wild young gentleman to hia notice, whose thoughts had 

been turned from trade towards the army, on different grounds. 

"1 am told," he aaya, "that the lad is very personal, with his 

^wn hair, about sixteen, and they say about five feet seven." 

W To redeem our pages from the imputation of being too 
purely military, we will give another letter, though anterior 
in its date to those preceding, on a very different but yet in- 
teresting subject — the question of the Game Laws. It was 
addressed to Edward Wilson, Esq., Uckfield, in Sussex, by his 
relation, probably a lawyer, in London : — 

Dear Sir, — I was favoured with your agreeable present of an hare, and I 
having been for some little time past in better health tbnn for a twelvemonth 
before — I eat veiy heartily of it ; and for which kind present I return you 
hearty thanks. You mention that it waa the first hare you hod seen this 
season, makes me surprised that the gentlemen of your county do not come 
into associations for the preservation of the Game, as is done in other counties ; 
for, to my thinking, if diligence was pursued in yours as it is in other coun- 
ties, the G-ame must so increase as rather to become troublesome than scarce. 
But yet I think it very arbitrary and cruel, that an honest farmer should be 
punished for killing the Game which his grass and corn nourishes and feeds ; 
nay, more, that his own landlord, if qualified, shall, by engrossing the Game 
to himself, furnish his own table at half the expense, anil at the same time 
'linder his tenant having a hare or partridge, or perhaps afflict him with fine 
imprisonment, if there is not harmony between them, though fed on the 
for which and to whom he pays rent ; and llu? honest fanner (for I do 
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rot speak of contmon poachers) not daring to have so much aa a scut of a 
hare at his table. • • • I have for many years been a member of an Evening 
Club, at a tavern to which I very frequently go, and some time since, this 
affair of the Game became a topicic of discourse amongst iis, over our wine ; 
but, different opinions arising, I should be glad if, in your next letter, you 
would give me your sentiment* upon it: for I think a respectable fanner 
would rather protect his Game against poachers than destroy it.' 

I am. Sir, with great respect, your obliged cousin and servant, 
JVrtB iHit, Oct. Gtk, 1758. Th. Wilson. 

We have heard much of the Oriental fortunes made in those 
days in India; his friend. Colonel Watson, gives this account 
of his success, uuder the seal of secrecy, which time has 
broken. He went out in 1764, having a military command 
offered him at Calcutta. Four years afterwards he writes to 
his friend, thus : — 

If you were not in such independent circumstances, 1 should advise you to 
solicit the appointment of Commander of tlie Forces in Bengal, and third in 
command of the Board of Council. ' * Fortune continues to smile upon me, 
and I am at present worth near thirty thousand pound sterling. I wish I 
may be able to purchase some dirty acres adjoining to your territories. If 

Hiss N m is still a virgin, desire her to remain so for three years, or to 

come to Bengali with all dispatch. You may engage, on my part, that I shall 
wait for her. 

Two years afterwards, he says : — 

When I come to England, which I apprehend will be in the year 1774, I 
shall depend upon seeing your house full of boys, and, if all things answer, I 
may, perhaps, bring with me almost a plumb. Don't be surprised, it is not 
only possible, but even probable ; however, I do not wish such a drcumstance 
to be known. 

Sir Thomas did not act upon his friend's suggestion on his 
own account, but the following letter from Lord Shelbume 
shows that he was looking towards the East for the welfare of 
another : — 

Dear Sir, — I ara afraid you will think me something particular, when I tell 
you that I have neither interest with our Ministers nor with tliose of the India 
Company ; not that I think there is any comparison, for the lirst, I believe, 
arc perfectly well'intentioned towards the publick, and I an afraid I csnnot 
say so much of the last ; the fact is, it 's some time since I have known some- 
what of the India Company. Friendship for Mr. Sullivan, and a conviction 
of his publick merit, made me first attend to their transactions. Since which, 
it has become such a scene of faction and inconsistency, thai 1 cannot properly 

> It is B atriliiDg proof of the tenocitf of in this letter, uid th« subject of discos- 
with whioh b erest and onjiut grieruioB oumod at his club, remained without a 
will chug to lifo, that the eril oomphuned remedy for s( ' ' ' 
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rmturtnia nuy contmuiucatioQ witli them, at least as long ss the present 
r manHgers continue their influence, Else I do assure you, I should most 
L lendily act in conse(|ueuce of your reeommendation, as I am sure you would 
I sot aay so mueh for a person that had no merit. 

I am, with great regard, your fuilhfid servant, 
Jiareh itk, 1766, Hill SI. Shelburnb. 

Whatever progress he may have made in his profession, it 

[ certainly could not be attributed to his qualifications as a 

courtier, it is probable that the Duke of Newcastle, in the 

course of a long life, never received such another letter as the 

following, which was written in reply to a request grounded 

upon former acquaintance and old family connections, that he 

would attend at Lewes, to support Lord George Lennox in his 

f election. The Duke was at that time Prime Minister. 

To IIi3 Gn\cr, THE Duke op Newcastle, 

Fliu^trSt., Jan. %9t6, 1767. 
i was honoured with your firace's favour of yesterday, in which you are 
pleased to flatter me with the appellation of a former acquaintance, and at the 
tame time to mention a friendship hetween my ancestors and your family. 
Whilst I was known to your firace, I thought it an honour, and believe me, 
my Lord Duke, you or any man's being in or out of public employment, 
would not in the least degree make my attention more or less, that trimming 
conduct being fit for nothing but scoundrels ; but finding (I presume), because 
my family estate was wasted, for I know of no other reason, defying all man- 
kind to accuse me of over having acted in any way unbecoming the character 
of an honest man, a gentleman, ot s soldier, that I was treated in a trifling 
manner, I neglected waiting on youi Grace. 

I am happy that my intentions of attending the election in favour of Lord , 
George Lennox correspond with your Grace's request. 

t have the honour to be, yonr Grace's, Eic, T. S. Wilson. 

Sir Thomas Wilson was engaged in active service in the 
American War, and in one of the actions there he was again 
severely wounded, being shot through the body. At the 
general election in 1774, he stood for the county of Sussex, 
in opposition to Sir James Peachey, and succeeded, after a 
long and very severe contest. The spirit of the freeholders 
of the county, particularly of the eastern part of it, was roused 
in his favour, and by their subscriptions the great expenses 
attending it were defrayed — Sir Thomas having declared, from 
jinning, that, to use his own words, " he would not be 
it any expense, either in carrying, supporting, or ornamenting 
ly voter, or on any other account, except the legal expenses 
the poll;" the whole sum, however, expended by himself 
V. 7 



&0 



CHARLTON -HO USE PAPERS. 



amounted to £720.* The poll was kept open from the 20th 
of October to the 16th of November, aiid the niinibers at the 
conclusion were — For liord George Lennox, 358!) ; forWilson, 
1969; for Peachey, 1856. Mr. Harben, of Lewes, writing 
to Sir Thomas, to invite him to a pubUc dinner, to celebrate 
the triumph, says, no doubt, with perfect truth, "Since the 
glorious news of your election, we have been nothing but one 
continued scene of mirth and jollity and sweet content." 

On the 20th of January, 1780, the noblemen, gentlemen, 
and freeholders of Sussex, met at Lewes in great force, and, 
after an animated discussion, they came to the conclusion, that 
England was on the very brink of ruin. They stated, in their 
petition to Parliament, "that they could not view the rapid 
decline of the British Empire, without calling upon the Honoiu-- 
able House, by every tyc of honom", justice, and rchgion, to 
avert the ruin that menaced their lately prosperous and happy 
nation." 

They spoke in strong language, and with much reason, of 
the excessive expenditure by the Government, of the exorbitant , 
salaries of public men, and the extravagant pensions and sine- 
cures which were, in many cases, very unworthily bestowed; 
and then, without any reason at all, they denounced the undue 
influence of the Crown, with its uncontrolled possession of 
the public purse, as the chief cause of all our national cala- 
mities, and highly ilangerous to the liberties of the people. 

They spoke also — and here, too, they probably made some 
great mistakes — of the decay of trade and manufactures, of the 
high price of money, and the diminished value of land; and 
— where, too, they weri; clearly wrong — they declared that the 
national debt could no longer be supported by the diminished 
resources of the nation -^ and they concluded their petition by 
praying that no fresh supplies be granted, and no new taxes 
laid upon the subject, until their just grievances were redressed. 

To a letter requesting Sir Thomas Wilson to support their 



' Boms of the itemi of the ■ 
iiiriouB; Bi, for inst&ticD: — "Fsid ■ fin 
of £62. lOf, to council, for iwaiiting the 
■herriiraDd hiadeput;. Bkd hesda! — N.l). 
A coiincU i> of no use. to •omo fooU, 
(Imaed in white, with blue ribbona, wbo 

n bpfore my hor«P« into Findon, snd 
there, £1. IS.. &/. To 



a noman, nho, dresBed in men's cloatbi, 
oarried s atandird bofuro tlio musick and 
ninnere,whon the poh dosed, £1.1«. To 
samebaUoHingfooljiatRoltendeui,£I. 1*. 
For otiier fooli at UckGeld, £1. Is." 

' The national debt amountiM] 
time to Olio hundred and thirlj 
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I petition, he replies in a tone somewhat stronger than would 
' suit the constituents of the present day : — • 

Sir, — Your favour, dated Januarv the 20th ult., inclosing the Sussex Petition 
to Porliamciit, being din-cted to Bond Street, did not reach my hands till 
yesterday, which, I hope, will apologize for a seeming inattention that would 
bare been unpardonable. 

1 have a very hi^h respect for the aiguers of that petition, and never con- 
demning any one for differing in opinion with me on political or other matters, 
and always presuming that principle alone is the guide, I have a right to 

► expect the same iudulgence from otbers. 1 most undoubtedly should wish to 
Juive every part of my conduct approved of by those whose judgment and 
.vtinciptes I respect ; but, as I connect myself with no party whatsoever, I will, 
ia matters which I think myself competent, judge for myself, always moat 
heartily adopting a good measure, though it should come from my greatest 
enemy ; and rejecting an improper one, though proposed by the person I 
most esteem. Some grievances urged ia the petition lo exist, are what every 
man not beneRtted by their existence must tvish reformed, and no man more 
10 than myaey. Part of the resolutions (if my health had permitted me to 
attend the meeting) I never could have joyned in, and the latter part of the 
prayer I most undoubtedly should have objected to. 1 tn»t, air, that this 
letter, expressing my sentiments, will by you be made kuown to the county 
of Sussex at large. 

1 am. Sir, with the highest respect for the Signers of the Petition, and the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen composing the Committee, their and your most 
obliged and very humble servant, 

WeWetk Slreel, Aprill Ith, 1780. Thomas Spencer Wilson. 

To William Frnnltland, Esq., Chairman of a Committee appointed by a Meet- 
ing of Noblemen, Oenlry, Clergy, Freeholders, and others. Inhabitants of 
»the County of Sussex, held at Lewes, Junuury the 20th, 17S0. 
The feelings with which Sir Thomas Wilson entered Parlia- 
ment were not such as would keep him there long. lu a note 
appended to the account of his election expenses, he says : — 
I was at this expense merely as a point of honour, to stand forth in com- 
pliment to those who so singularly honoured me with their nomination. I 
t never had the least intent to offer myself as a candidate, having a hcnrty con- 
tempt for the Mouse of Commons, which is at present uol much abated. 
June the Ut, im. 
int 






He retired from the representation of the county at the 
;neral election, on the plea of ill health. 

He was certainly a man of very high spirit, and honest, 
independent character. General Elliott, the defender of 
Gibraltar, wrote to hiin thus, on the occasion of his success : — 

After many thanks for so early a communication of the wisht event, I must 

I'oin with you iu congratulating the couuty on such spirited behaviour. • • 
"is a moJe of election quite agreeable to my real (though perhaps unrefined) 
itions of Qovernment ; 'tis a rally to the antient custom, which I little 
cpectcd to see iu QUI day ; 'lis the vury best of kasoua to the gentleman and 
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to the freeholder. 1 can't help tranBrnittiog to you au anecdote wbicli evinces 
Low nearly our sovereign observes his siifajerts ami scrvnnts. The King, at 
his IcviJe, spcaliing of your contest during the poll, asid to mo, in the hearing 
of many. Sir Tkomai ITihon I hisvi to be an konett man. 

He waa a man, loo, of a hasty, imimticnt spirit. His friend 
Bryant was well aware of this. In one of hia letters he tells 
hira that " As the Duke of Marlborough was purchasing some 
things in a shop in Paris, a ragged footman came in and brought 
an officer's sword-knot to be perfumed, which was done by 
clapping it once or twice between two sweet-bags. The raga- 
muffin had it then returned to him, upon which he laid down 
a few sous, and, with a bow and a smile, retired. I would 
not have had you, my dear Wilson, a witness to this foppery 
for the world. You would certainly have kicked the fellow 
out of the shop, and I would not answer for your behaviour 
to his master." Lord Downe, Colonel of the 25th Regiment, 
and one of the most distinguished officers in the British army, 
who was killed in the early part of his career, at the battle of 
Campen, thus writes to his friend : — 

In the midst of the dissipation of Munater pleasures, you, who are wont to 
be immutable, will not, I hope, take it ill if one whom you used to favour 
with your smiles, even in your hottest moraenia, desires you immediately to 
send, by estofetle to Steinfort, any letters or packets that arrive from England 
for me or for the regiment. Are yon (he adds) the haughty gallant Wilson, 
or are you the galbnt sentimental philosopher over the fireside ? 

And his faithful old friend General La Faussille, writing to 
him from Wells, in 1761, implores him to give way a little 
more to the foibles of other men than to his own : — 

Though I honour your honest and fair plain dealing, I cannot down with the 
thought of your missing preferment, and perhaps throwing away your services, 
aad the Utile you have earned at the hazard of your life, rather than bridle an 
unruly member. • " Would to God you would be a little of a courtier ; I am 
satisfyed I should then have the great satisfaction, if this war continues, in a 
couple of years more to see you Lieutenant- Colonel Commandant and Briga- 
dier on some expedition or other. Excuse the freedom of the advice of an 
old man, who wishes you well from his heart, end success wherever you go. 
In spite of this Hotspiu: temper, he had many warm and 
attached friends, and among them there was Lieutenant- 
Colonel Corhett Parry, who, upon his deathbed, bequeathed to 
him a ring, with the following plaintive inscription : — 

This ring is presented to Sir Thomas Spencer Wilson, Baronet, as a raemoriul 
ofoue who found him n true friend. Happy for us hud be metwith such friendship 
from those who ought to have rewarded him for his long and faithrul services. 

Sir Thomas Wilson died in 171)8. 
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TICES OF RICHARD CURTEYS, BISHOP OF 
CHICHESTER, 1570 fe 1582. 

BY SIK HENEY ELLIS. K.H.. F.S.A., Smj. 



In the Note Books of Bishop White Kennett, among the 
Lansdowne MSS. iii the British Museum, ia a memoramliim 
from the work of Richard Coorte38e,D.D., Bishop of Chichester, 
pubhshed in 1577, which, in a Preface to the Reader, has a 
bearing upon the state of Sussex, ia regard to the great body 
of its inhabitants at that period. He was a Lincohishire man, 
and of St. John's College, Cambridge, whence he wrote, 17th 
Dec, 1566 (MSS., State Paper Office), reporting the names 
of the tutors and students, and that nearly all had conformed 
in wearing the surplice, pursuant to the Queen's injunctions; 
but in January following, being discouraged by the strange 
proceedings at Cambridge, he was advised by Sir H. Cheney 
to remove. He became cliuplain to Archbishop Parker, and 
in November, 1566, was made Dean of Chichester. On 
26th November, in that year, the Archbishop wrote to Cecil, 
saying he was glad of the appointment, and wishing that a pre- 
bend in Canterbury, then vacant, should be given to Cuvteys, 
"for his better furniture." (Parker, Corr. p. 291.) He was 
also chaplain to the Queen. On the death of Bishop Barlow, 
in August, 1 568, Parker recommended Curteys for the vacant 
see of Chichester, saying, " the choice is not great otherwhere, 
and, he being an honest learned niau, I would trust that he 
should well supply it to God's honour and to the Queen's 
contentation. He is now but a poor man, and wanteth bvmg ; 
his age is competent." (7i. p. 332.) No appointment then 
took place ; the Queen, however, granted him the prebend in 
Canterbury, which he does not seem ever to have occupied. 
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and at length, on 1 oth April, 1 570, the vacant sec of Chichester I 
Wiis filled up by his election. 

Among the MSS. Coll. Arms (Vincent 162, p. 120), is a J 
grant, in 1569-70, by Gilbert Detheyckc, Knight, Garter, of 1 
the following arms to Richard Coorteys, D.D. (without any ( 
description to show his descent) : — Pale of Or and Az., a fesa | 
chequy Ar, and Sa., three martlets of the first. 

The bishop's name in the title-page of his own work is I 
written Coortesse ; Le Neve, in his Fasti Ecd. Angli., calls him I 
Curteys ; Bishop Tanner, in his BibHotkeea^ Curtoys. In I 
Herbert's Ames, the bishop, in one place, stands as Kichard ] 
Curtis. 

The work, the title of which follows, was unknown both to 
Ames and Herbert : Ari Es-position of certayne Wordes of St, 
Paule to (he Romaynea, entitled by an old writer, Hugo, a 
Treatise of the Workes of tkre Dayes. Aim, another Worke of 
the Truihe of Christ's naturall Body. By Richarde Cooitesse, 
Docter of Divinitie, and Bishop of Chichester, Imprinted by 
H.Jackson, for William Brome. 1577. ■ 

Preface to the Reader, in commendation of the Author : — 

First, over and beside his ordinary preaching u|>on Sontiays and Holidays, 
he hnlli gone three times through this whole diocese of Chichester, prcacliiiig 
himselfe at the greatest towns, aud mauy learned preachers with him, in other 
places. And this last aomnier was occepled of the eubBtaunce both of gen- 
tlemen, preachers, and piwple of the whole shire exceeding well, and in suche 
aorte as the like hath not been seen in the memory of man, to any of the call- 
ing in this country. And whereas it was a rare thing before his time to 
heare a learued sermon in Sussex, now the pulpittes in most places sound 
contiuuuliy with the voyce of learned and godly preachers, he himself, n 1 
Dux grirgii} giving good example unto the rest in so grave and learned ronnoer, I 
that the people, with ardent leale, wocderfull rejoicinge, and in great number, 
take farre and long jomeya to be partakers of his good and godly lessons. 

We are assured that the rooting out of had aud unlearned curates, and the 
planting of zealous and learned preachers, hath been occasion to him of great 
expenses and charge. And so, within these six yeares, he hath brought into 

■ Strypo at>t«e tliaC some of his lermoas 
were printed. Four are priwu^ed in tho 
Libraij of the British Muuum.viz., Hth 
Hareb, 1574, proachaJ before the Queeii, 
at Green wieh, from Eccl. liii. 1—7, cditeil, 
with M9. noteB, bj T. Browne, aud pub- 
lithed on request ; a aecond eilitioD ap- 
pearing in 157[), utd the editor eicuaing 
hinudf for not bemg able to reproduce in 



-13: 4tli March, 1576, at Pnul'g Croai, 
from tbe Apoc, lii. 1—9 j and on the third 
Sundaj in Lent, in the aiime jeat, before 
tbe Queen, at Weatminater, &om Acts xx, 
28-81. 
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this diocese, and preferred, or been the meanes of the preferriug, of twenty 
preachers, which be well able to preuchc in any learned audience in this 
realme.' And by the diligent preaehitig and otiier exerciaing ot himself and 
these in the Scriptures, hath trayned up a xl. more in such sort that they be 
sufficient enough to preach to any ordinary audience. — He hath travelled in 
the suppressing of Machevils, Papistes,* Libertines, Atheists, and such other 
erroneous persons ; in the mmatayniiig of poor fatherless children against the 
oppressor; the protectingof widows from the violent; the releasing of strangers 
for the GoHpe!'a sake; the punishment of fomicolors and ttdulterers; the with- 
standing of robbers and pyratcs ; the restrayninj:; of such as unnaturally carry 
away grayne,^ victuals, and other the conmioditiea of this realms, and in the 
meeting with simoniocal practises, &c. : for the which good deeds (snch is 
the malice of Sathan and lua liins), most bitter and bad speeches are throwne 
out agaynst him : yea, and certaine hyred and suborned to go from nohte- 
man to nobleman, from justiciaries to justiciaries,* from common table to 
common table,' and, to be brief, from place and person to place and person, 
to carry such tales and surmises as the informer kuowith to be false, and the 
reporter is mcer ignorant of. 

" But the schoUer is not above his master," &c. And surely we, for our 
partes, have often times wondied at his couataucic and patience, that whereas 
we see others so overcome with importunity of slannderons and infamous 
reportea and great enemyes, when he beareth any lewd and opprobrious 
speeches spread of him, he is ao whit moved, but onely answereth, " it is for 
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t He bad been one of the eccioeiuticol 
oominisei oners, at the head of whom wua 
Parker, who, on Ttli June, 1571, issued 
their instructions to cliurohwurdcna and 
others, in no wise to BufTiTan; minister la 
minister an; satirament or taj Btiy public 
pnjim, eicopt u prescribed by tho Boot 
of Comman Pnjer and rhe Quoen'a laws, 
or anj person, publicly or priystcly, to 
teach, read, or preach in snj pubho place 
orwor)bip,orpri«atehouM!, unless licensed 
to preach bj the Queen, the Arebbiahop of 
Canlerbarf, or the Bishop of tho diocese. 
— Parker'a CorreijiondeiKt, p. 883. 

• In Mareb, 1676-7, bo cited aeveral be- 
fore him at Chicbeator (see Siuiex Arch. 
CoU. Vol, III. p. 90, and atrype's Annah, 
pt.ii.), and he wrote toWslsinghnm on the 
nme day (9late Paper Office), stating that 
those oho wpre backward in religion, crew 
worse and worse, and recominendeir tho 
adDiinistration of the oath of supremacy 
at tliB next scMions. In reporting bis eia- 
minationa on 6tb April, lie decUred that 
he found, on his late visitation, that many 
wereunsoundi and on thel3tb,anatrering 
the complaints made by Sir Tlios. Palmer 
and others agunat him to (ho Councd, he 
dedaral (hat what bo had done, had been 
Aine plainly and upriijlilly. 

* June* Hore, of Walfrfonl, bad songht 



his pennission to export grain, and com- 
plaint waa uadc of bis compliance with 
the request ; nhildt the Council a uthoriied 
Michael Hoare, at theeame time, to trans- 
port 90 ijuarters of wlu«t to Ireland, — 
USa. f4ta(e Paper Office. 

* On 36tb April, 1577, a series ofarti- 
cleawcra exhibited bytbeJuaticoaof Sus- 
sei, declaring the injuries and wrongs 
done to them. Commiasioners were ap- 
pointed to examine bim ; and at the con- 
clusion of the conferences, ttiey prescribed 
eonditiona for bis observance. — MS. Stale 
Paper OiBoe. 

' Ho was obliged, in June, 1 677, to pro- 
cure a teatimonul, undor the hands and 
aeals of Bevenil gentlemen, that be was not 
drunk at Mr. John Sberwin's bouse, as by 
some ho was moat unjustly slandered, 
(MS. State Paper OlEce.) Id 1679, how- 
ever, bo waa called npon to deprive his 
brolhrr, Edmund Coortesse, of the vicarage 
of Cuclcfield and oanonlr in Chichester, as 
a "lewd vioar.voidof all learning, a scoffer 
at singing of psalms, a seeker to witches, 
a drunkard." Ac. The bishop adroitly 
waved tbe delicate task, and, on Jan. 6tb, 
1G81, the Bishop of London was directed 
to proceed to the deprivation of the vicar. 
-MS. State Paper Office ; Strjpe'e Anaah, 
ii.b.ii. PP.E77-8. 
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doynge my duty. My muster, Christ, escaped not evil) tongucB, and St. Paul 
coiiDsellcth us to go on by good repart«s and evil rcportes, et a malU nitii- 
perari et I-audari est ; and Benedicit miki Deua printer maledkCioaea islaa. 
God will blfiaa me fortliese curses;" and ne^ur Ihinkelh more of the umlter. 
It ia ftUo apparent to the eyes of men, what cost he hath, and doth from 
tyme to tyme bestow, in repayring of his houses, aud hospitalitye to men of 
all degrees, and especially upon the poor, whom he doth often and in great 
numbers feed in his hall after his sermons, &o. 

In SuMtx, 16/A Deeember, 1S76. h 

Tour beloved in the Lord, the Preachers of the Diocese of Chichester :^ ^| 

Hehbv Blaxton, M.A., of Clarehal, in Cambridge, and Preacher. 

Tbouas Gillinoham, M.A., of Corpus Chriati College, in Oxford, 

Prcflcher. 
Davtzll Gabdynee, M.A., of Clare Hall, in Cambr., and Preacher. 
William Coat.l, of St. John's Coll., in Cambr., M.A. 
EicHABD Fletoheb, S.T.B., nuper Socins et Prassea Coll. Corporis 
Chriati, Acad. Cant, nunc Minister Ecdesiie. 
(And above tliirty more.) 

After the Bishop's death, an luventory (partially printed in 
Strype'a Jliinals, iii. b. J. p. 482) was taken of the Bishop's 
goods, and is to be found in Lansd. MS, liv. art. 44. 

A Collection made of the Goods of the late Bisshopp of Chichester, 
according to the Itetorne made by Tho. liowyer, Richard Lewkenor, 
and George Bynyon, Commissioners. 

At JMingborne. — Imprimis, viij oxen, »iW. Item, riij stearea, i^)ti. It. 
ixij kyne, xiviij^i. It. ij hulls, lvj«. It. ij sucklings calves, xvji. It. 
I weyner, i(j«. iiijrf. It. v stone horses, xMi. It. i geldings, x\li. viij». iiijrf. 
It. V colts, CD. It. iij Buckinge coltes, xxs#. It. ij nngges, ji». It. xxxj 
wethers, ewes, and larabes, vjii. It. xxxj ho^p, \\li. viij«. iiijd, It. 
xxxiij loads of hay, Siijii. xv«. It. sxv q" of wheatc, xxvlt. It. iij loads 
of pease, xixs. It. ccrteine planks of okea, xvj*. It. xxx"° tonne of 
rough tymber, v/». — Sma. ciiy" xjfi, iij». 

jft Chemorth} — Item, vj drawinge oxen,xvIi. It. iij ffstt oxen, x\ili. It. viij 
weyners, liiv». It. Ix loads of wood, c*. It. ij paire of iron-bound 
wheles, Uij*. iiijrf. It. iij ploughes, w' their furniture, x»«. It, vij plough 
cheynes, xj.i. viijrf. It. ^i yokes, xa. It. ij dounge carta, w' j paire 
wheles, xiij». iiijrf. It. iij weynes, xij*. iiijrf. It. j cart, viij*. It. ij nebbea 
for doung carta, iji. It. j paire of doble start ropes, xijrf. It, x buaheb 
of salt, XI. It. iij paire of shott hameys, and harness for a tiller, xxx«. 
It, iij liHrrowcs, xa.-^-Sma. xlvjii. viyrf. 

^t Aldingborue. — It. iij great bowles, gilt, xvijK. It. iij lesser bowles, gilt, 
w' u covers, xiiy't. It. j gilt bowle, chased, !ivj». viijrf. It. j great sidt, 
with B cover, gilt, cj. It. j aUver salt, not gilt, Ixvj*. viyrf. It. a 
treaclier salt, gilt, xxa. It. ij litle bowles, gilt, a. It. ij litle ctipp 
bowles, tbone while, tbother gilt, h#. It. ij gilt cups, xli. It. ij stone 

' Qu. HorsliBin.— Sec Svisex Arch. Coll. VIII. p. 8G. 



J 



BISHOP OP CtllCnESTER. 



57 



potts, cou'ed w' silver, i». It. xxiiij"" sylver spones, vjK. It. the bed- 
ding, with the farniture, the lynoeu, and the diaper, Uvjii. xiij*. It. 
walnutt-treo planlta, xl*. It. Doctor Ffleetcber endebted, xiiijW. It. 
the bisbopp's senle, iix». It. a garnish and hatfe of pewter vesaell, xl«, 
It. the bishopp'a books, :txli. It. the reut of An^terlej/ CaateU, due at 
th' Annunciation, 1583, iivijW. It. for soile that was aolde, xs. It. vj 
mares, mii. xj. It. x sadles, I*. It. grasae sould for xx«. It. j 
brasse caldron, v». It. j ffetherbedd, xiij». iiyrf. It. brickes, xii. It. 
j lease, xiijit. ?j*. »iij</. It. iiij acres of wbente, liij*. iiijrf, It. otes, 
xiXf. It. V plankes, t#. It. j load of ynch board, u.— Sma. cxlv^fi. 

» the Kitchen at Chemorlh. — Item, j braase pott, m. It. j brasen ladell, xijrf. 
It. j beife pricke, vjrf. It. ij poire of pott-haugeres, \d. It. ij paire of 
pott-hooka, xvji/. It. j gridiron, lijrf. It. j paire of iron dogges, xd. 
It. T spitta, vj(. viiji/. It. ij dripping -pannes of iron, iij«. It. j bcasae 
pann, v*. It, j paire of cobirona, xiij*. iiijrf. It. j musterd nneme, \\^^d. 
It. j morter and pestel! of iron, xijii. It, ij akymers, jj*. It. ij ijrasse 
potts, vj». It. j iron oven, x«. It. j ffrjinge-pann, viiji/. It, j tryvett, 
ivjif. 

Il Uf Mglke HoHit. — Item, ij brasse kettella, xiij*. vjJ, It. j braase pann, 
viijs. It. j greate chaldron, iij». It. j tryretl, Ti\\d. It, j warmyng- 
pann, ij*. It. tubba, and other necessaries, \». — Sma. cxiya. viijrf. 
Sma. tot. — cccciia" %ali. xvijg. iiijrf. 

<^ the Biihopp'a Goods, and not polaed, — Item, ij mares. It. j geldinge. 
It. iij toads of hay. It. ij tonne of tpuber. It. iij new sylu' potts. It. 
ij old sylu' potts. It. bia parlament robes. It. j veluet quisbon, em- 
browdered with gould and tassaled. It. j silk grogrian gowne, faced 
with veluct. It. a veluett cassock. It. j other grogrian gowne, faced 
with veluet. It. j night-gowne of buflyn. It. j doke lyned with bnyes. 
It. j Tcluett hatt. It. j baaon and ewer, of syluer, layde to paune. It. 
n mapp. It. ij standing cupps, gilt ; and his new yeare's giftes, the 
nomber not certified. It. ij litle standing cuppa. It, a younge aorrell 
mare, conveyed a way by WUliara Turner. It. vj ooraletta, antt vj hedd 

feaces. It. xij calyucrs, sij (Qaakotts, xj touch-boxes, and xij chardges. 
t. vij armed pykea, iij unarmed pykes. It. ij jackes, x bowes, xij 
balbeards. It. aheaffe arrowes, powder, and matches j XTig"" caps and . 
skulles. It. chese. It, i|i doasen and j pece of old pewter vesaell. It. 
vj new great plotters. It. vj lesser platters. It, vj dishes, and vj fnut- 
dishes. It, iy pewter chamber-potts. It. j pewter atill. It. (j por- 
ringers, and vi sawoera. It. xy trencher plates. It. iiij pewter candel- 
flticks. It. j baaon, j washing pott. It. iij chargers. It. iij washing 
basons. It. j colcnder, and ij pewter potts. It. j fflag^n of pewter. 
It. ij pewter pottell potts. It. v pie plates. It. j mynsing-knyfe, a 
cleaver, and ij chopping-knjves. It. a lead before the rang, ij jardes 
long, and balfe a yard broad. 



I ^ 

^^K and xviij joined stooles. It. x foot stooles. It. jj cobirons, and j firc' 
^H shoveU. It Wic.) 

K ^ 
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NOTICES OF RICHARD CURTEYS. 



James Allen deposeth, that he carried away certeyne bedding, boulaters, 
jiillowes, and blanVetts, by Mrs. Courteis' appointment, ij dores being broken 
open. 

WiU'm Aeon deposeth, that ther was conveyr-d by niglil from Chesworth, 
certeyne stuff, and that Roger Eobinson, Mr. Mervyn's aervant, carrjed from 
Aldingborne House a cloalve-baggc full of stuff, at the comaimdnieut of his 
master. 

Will'm Btyan deposeth, that a young marc was eonveyedby Will'm Tumor, 
or his aasignes; and that John Mervyn conveyed ij stone horsses, ij mares, 
uud j geldinge, and j blagge na^, before the inventory was taken by the 
aher^, and not praised. 

Humfrey Pevrcll deposeth, that Mris.Couerleis hath the leassc of Chisworth. 

WiU'm Tumor deposeth, that Mris. Courteys hath a boud, made by Mr. 
Coppinger unto the Bisshop. 

Strype adds, "Item. No hope to recover anything, the 
bishop's widow being left very poor. So that the weight 
thereof ia to fall upon the next bishop " (Dr. Thos. Bichley). 
" Tlie woods are so spoiled that there ia scarce sufBcient for 
firewood." 

ITie Inventory was, no doubt, taken in 1582; for in the 
Kennett MSS. is a memorandum, apparently from Archbishop 
Grindal's own register -. — " SpirituaJia Episcopat. Cicestr. post 
mortem Ricai-di Epi. ab Avchicpiscopi scisita sunt 1 Sept. 
15S2." 

The Sheriff's valuation probably gives a fair estimate of 
Sussex prices at the date of the Inventory. 



I 



Ky the kindness of Mr. EomiUy, the registrar of the University of Cambridge, 
I am able to give the dates of the Bishop's degrees. He was A.B. 1662-3; 
A.M. 1556; fi.D, 1565; and D.D. 1669. In the grace brought in to ena- 
ble him to take this degree before the usual time, the name is spelt Coortcssc. 
The degree was to be conferred either within the University or 1 ewhe e by 
the Vice -Chancellor, or some other Doctor of Divinity acting as h a d pu y 
and there is a memomndum that he was actually admitted lo h degree by 
Gabriel Goodmaa (acting as deputy for Vice-Chancellor Young) D an of 
Westminster, in that room of his ordinary habitation commoi I all i h 
Jerusalem Chamber. Dr.Curteys was i'ellow of St. John's Coll g 
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NOTICE OF THE SOUTH DOORWAY OF THE 
CHURCH AT BOLNEY. 

BY THE REV. JOSEPH DALE. 



On coming into residence at Bolney, in the autumn of 1849, 
I observed, in passing through the porch, that the outside of 
the lofty and very ancient door of the church had, when shut, 
very httle more than two-thirds of its height visible, the 
upper part being concealed by a large beam, resting on the 
extremity of the side walls of the jiorch, and by a flat ceiling, 
about two feet below the apex of the pointed roof of the same. 
It was not long, however, before I detected a series of grooves, 
about two or three inches in length, behind the top part of 
the beam and the ceiling. 

I was aware that the porch was a comparatively modern 
structure, for on the gable, over its entrance, is the date of 
1718, with the names of the minister, churchwardens, and 
sidesmen — perpetuating their memory with a specimen of as 
bad taste and barbarous mutilation aa ever a village convo- 
cation could boast of, and we know that they were too gene- 
rally disposed to magnify themselves on such performances ; 
so I determined to have a look behind this beam and ceiling ; 
for, though warned by a conceited mason that the removal of 
the beam would endanger the walls, I felt satisfied that I 
should find something well worth the pains of searching ; and 
sure enough I at once exposed to view, after a concealment of 
one hundred and thirty years, the arch of the doorway, as it 
appears in the annexed engraving, which too plainly shows 
tliat the two south chamfers of tlie stones, or abaci, from 
which the arch springs, have been roughly chiselled, or nidely 
knocked off, to admit of the beam being laid flush nn the 
ontward cliiirch wall. 

It is also apparent, from the sketch, that the very con- 

tracted ideas or sheer pnrblindness of the builder could not 

I observe plenty of space on the church wall to carry (he roof 



oO NOTICK OF TUK SOl'TH DOORWAY 

clear cf the circles over tlie arch, thongh he had plainly before 
him the marks, evident to this day, of the loftier pitch of a 
former porch, which had allowed of a fair and ample display of 
the arch. 




Ijcli o[ Doorvsj. 

The former porch .is said to have been of timber, probably 
like those at Cowfold and elsewhere; and my neighbour, Mr. 
John Wood, of Ilickstead, informs me that some portions of 
it were used in the building of a dovecot (since taken down) 
at Bolney Place, and that he has inserted one of the rather 
omamenttil front rafters over the porch of a house he has 
lately built at Hickstead Westovcr. 

But to the character and probable date of our ch urch door- 
way, and its liberated arch. 

Though I cannot at once refer to the passage, 1 have a 
distinct recollection, that in the last or penultimate volume of 
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OF THE CUUECH AT DOLNEY. 



Gl 

onr Smaex Collections, it is mentioned by one of our members, 
I believe Mr. Sharp, that there are portions of Saxon work- 
manship in the church at Bolney. I had for some time before 
been inclined to consider the arch in question, as well as all 
the walls of the nave, to be ante-Norraan, for in the north 
wall of the same, which was taken down in 1853, to allow of 
the extra accominodatioii of a capacious north aisle, there was 
a doorway, built up, as it would seem, many years ago, which, 
though it had no decoration in its arch, was rather lower than 
the south door, and of the same outline. 

I am far from professing a decided opinion on the subject, 
yet, as far as my own limited esperience goes, I do not re- 
member to have seen any so-called Norman doorway of similar 
proportions to the one at Bolney ; fur, from the pavement 
to the centre of the arch, it measures nearly nine feet, whilst 
its width does not exceed three feet. 

In regard to the original windows of the church, they bore 
quite as ample testimony of Saxon masonry. There are now 
ouly two of these windows existing, aiul they are in the chancel, 
north and south ; their measurement, outside, bring only 28 
inches by 8^ inches, whilst the interior of the splay is, in height, 
4 feet 9J inches, and 3 feet in width. I find that all the 
windows of the nave and chancel were at first of this character, 
for (before the late extension and alterations) there were such 
window-places, built up, in the north wall ; and in converting 
a large mu/lio/iAes& churchwarden's window, on the south, into 
a becoming Early English, we found, close to it, the remains 
of one of these Saxon window- places. 

I think, then, it may fairly be assumed that the walls of the 
nave and chancel, with the south doorway and two windows 
in the chancel, are of Saxon masonry. 

But now, though our archscologists may probably congra- 
tulate mc on the discovery of the arch, with its semicircular 
decorations, I feel that I shall have their condolence, when 
I inform them that a very few years before I came to Bolney, 
a fine old zigzagged chancel arch, flanked by two smaller ones, 
was taken down, and replaced by a tall staring pointed arch, 
plain to ugliness. I was careful, however, to have this great 
unseemly gap reduced to decent dimensions, by the erection, 
during the late alterations, of an Early English opening, iu 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE EAELS OF EU. 



cumstances, appear to throw light on the descent of some 
manors and families. 

Ralph de Dene, whose name occurs so often in previous 
volumes of our Collections, father of Ela de Sackville, sealed 
with the heraldic bearing fretty, the tincture of the charge 
and shield being ascertained from its blazonry in the windows 
of Withyhani Church, and its occurrence in the quarterings of 
the family of Bysshe along with that of Marcy, who remarried 
Ela.' We might therefore suppose this Ralph a descendant 
of the Earls of Eu; and so most probably he was, in the 
female line; for, from the circumstance that the rest of his 
family, that is, the descendants of his father, bore three leo- 
pards' faces, it is pretty clear that the latter were his paternal 
arnis, and, from that and other circumstances, it is scarcely 
doubtful that he was descended, in the male line, from Amfri- 
diis de Hastings, governor of the town which gave name to his 
family, in the time of the Concjueror, brother of Turstain de 
Gouiz (grandfather of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester), and pro- 
genitor of the families of Tilly, Hastings, Hastaiig, Despenser, 
&c., wlio bore indiscrimuiately leopards' faces &nd ^e/trs-e/e-Zis.^ 
But Mr. Lower's comprehensive paper on the Lords of Bodiam, 
in our last volume, has suggested to mc an inquiry that seems 
to lead at once to the explanation of the use of the fretty coat 
by Ralph de Dene, and tlie origin of the family of De Bodiham. 
The following are the notices under the name of " Osbern," 
from the Sussex Domesday ; — 

Osliom holds Pmtierd of the Earl of Eu. 

Of the land of the villains of this manor (Hou, htld by the cnrl in domain) 
Osbeni holds two yokeknds. 

Osbern holds two roodlanda of this district, viz., FruttcwelU, held by the 
Earl of Ku. 

Osborn holds BexUi (Bexhill) of the Eurl of Eu. Under the Saxon Ptint-e 
it was rated at twenty hides, and so it continues. Osbern has ten hides of 
he same district. 

In this hundred {HaiUaltede) Hugli holds a manor from the carl. • • The 
«me Osborn holds a rooilland of the earl in Beeke, 

Osbern Fitz-Geoffrey holds five hides, in Leilone, of the earl. 

In Slochingham Osborn has a cottager piijing 12rf. In AchingewMrde 



Mtntoin of the }, 

On this origin of tlie familj of Hastinp, 
io.,I.purpo»p,»liifuluro period, to offer a 
|.apor for publicntiou in tlicM Colleclioni. 
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Osborn has one plough in the demesne, a villain mth one plough and two 
acres of meadow. In Eohentim, Osborn has three villnins with three ploughs. 
In Waldene, Osborn bos n viQain with five oxen, 

Oabom Fitz-Geoffiy holils half a hide in JFUledon of tbe enrl. In Farle, 
Osborn has a villnin with one plongh. 

In HeetoR, Osborn has two villains with a plongh. 
In Staple hundred \ — 

Osborn holds a hide and three roodlands, in Bodehitm, of the manor of 

Osbem holds two roodlands in WalUand. 

Osbem holds Basingeham of the earl \ the value is %s. 

The following are held of the Earl of Moreton :— 
Osborn holds four hides of the earl in Telentoae; the value is 20*. 
Osborn holds four hides of this territory, riz., If'illendone. 
Osborn holds Dene of the earl ; the value is aO«, Ralph holds eight hides 
of the ear! in Dtne. 

rrom which it appeai-s tliat Osliem holds Dene of the Earl 
of Moreton, one Ralph holding eight hides of land in [the 
manor of] Dene. Now, in the Pipe Boll of 1131, a Ralph de 
Dene occnrs, and in the Liber Niyer of 1166 the same natne 
is met with, but evidently a different person, probably son of 
the former, the first, it may be, the Ralph of Domesday, or a 
son of that name. It would seem, therefore, that in 1131 
the possession of Osbem had centered in Ralph, doubtless by 
marriage. Various hypotheses may now be indulged. The 
Osbem in the foregoing notices may fairly be presumed to be 
one and the same person, though sometimes the suffix of 
" Fitz-Geflry " is added, which, however, is of great assistance 
in assigning him liis parentage. For, in the Collection dea 
Carlulaires de France, edited by M. Guerard, in page 136 of 
vol. Ui., containing the cartulary of the Abbey of St. Trinity, 
at Rouen, is a charter of Robert Earl nf Ou, and Beatrix his 
wife, the witnesses to which, amongst others, were Geoffry, son 
of Osbern de Ou, and Ansfridua his brother. Here, if we have 
not the Osbem in question, we have probably a very near re- 
lative, at least a proof that Osbem and Geoffrey were family 
names of the Earls of En. If the Osbern, then, who held a 
hide and three roodlands in [the manor of] Bodiham, of the 
manor of Werste (Ewhurst), held by the carl in domain 
(nothing being said of the tenant of Bodiham itself, which was 
held by the earl, it would seem as a subinfeudation of Ewhurst), 
be the same as the Osbern who held Dene, either he must have 
left two or more coheiresses, one of whom married Ralph de 



00 



0USKRVATI0N8 ON TBE EARLS OK I.V. 



Dene, and another the next lord of Bodiham after Osboni (who 
we learn, not from Domesday, but from the Chronich of Battle 
Abbey, was actually its lord at one time), although Mr. Lower 
assumes a son to be the next nameless lord ; or, a so« of 
Osbcru left a heiress, who carried Dene to Ralph. On either I 
supposition, the assumption of the frctty coat by Ralph de 
Dene will be accounted for. But a difficulty, yet unnoticed, 
presents itself. Tlie monks, speaking of Osbom, call him 
Fitz-Hugh, not Fitz-Geoifruy. If their designation be correct, 
then there were two distinct Osborns, or the Domesday desig- 
nation is erroneous. But neither one nor the other is so 
likely as that the Chronicle, written long after the time, shonld 
be incorrect in this particulnr ; for monastic statements, except 
of contemporary occurrences, are well known to be frequently 
untrustworthy. 

By a dateless deed in the Catalogue of Battle Abbey Cliarters 
(page 8), it appears tliat Henry Lord of Bodiham enfeoffed 
Robert de Ore of all his lands, called Ore, and Kemehethe, 
&c., in the parish of Battle. The arms of the family of Ore 
were a bend fretty ; and this circumstance, along with the 
grant of land, may justify the belief that the Ores were a 
branch of the Bodiams. Among the witnesses to the deed 
cited, arc Richard de Esburncham and Henry de Penehurst. 
Now, Penhurst, it will be seen, was one of the Domesday 
manors of Osbem, and the family so named was, doubtless, 
descended from him, though their arms, resembling those of the 
Ashburnhams, would appear (especially from the above juxta- 
position of names) to denote a connection with that family. 

Another heraldic circumstance may be mentioned that 
countenances the foregoing view: one of the coats of the 
family of De Dene is a fexn dancette ; this, charged with be- 
zants, is the coat of the later De Bodiams, which might have 
been obtained on marrying with a De Dene, who would have 
etiually relinquished the paternal coat for the new bearing. 
In fact, till the practice arose of impaling and quartering arras, 
hereditary anns were ao frequently abandoned for the arms of 
the wile, if an heiress, that it is generally supposed coat armour 
was not hereditary at an early period, but that the different 
bearings met with in the same family, showed an arbitrary 
and irregular adoption. 
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PEDIGREE OF THE EARLS OF EU. 

I. 
BicHiBS I., Duke of Ifornand;. 



Gilbert Barl of Hugli do Vernon, 



^^L Bob 



Kipbsrd Fill-Gilbert, alias de Clare, 
ofi'iu de Tutibridgu } bad Bii^araito 
und Orbec. Ob. XIOO. 

di jw the DeClarea, Barli of Hertford, £0. 



William de Vernon, iiTiog 10B3 and 1077 
(atong with hi> wife Emma), when he had 
tlte fief of Vernon. He foundod Ihe Ool- 
legiate Church of Vrmou ; hia hairs were 
the brothers Siahard nud Hugh dc Kevien. 

Baldwin Fitz-Oilbert ; had Hole and Sap. 
Sheriff of Devon, 
and had the castlu of Exeter. 



Bobert had Brionne ; aftorwarda Bic 

deprived oi it, 1090. ob. 

md de OentTiUe, Viwwunt of Vemon.=f 



= A Daughter. Daughters. Fidko D'Aneto. 



. I. 



...I 



Bichnrd de Rtriers, "a Eaight of iUustrious William de BbIiIwIii 
nee," monlioncd in a charter, diited 106(^ Eayiers, Rerien 

with Ilia brothers Willium and Baldwin, 1060. 1060. 

and his sbtor. ^ | 

Bich.de Beriei 



A daughter, 
lunrried to 



.1 



I 



...I 



Rirfaard de Beviers (married Hugh de Baldwin, men- WiUinmde 

Adeliis, sister of William de Vernon, tioned bj- Or- Befian. 

Peterell, of Notlingharo, who 1089. dcricusVitalis. 

sortived liim), a Domeeda; 
Tenant in Dhvoiis 



" Had r 



I , 



Ti»orton and the Honour of Baldwin de Reriert, Hugh de 
Pl7mpton,fromHen.I. Ob. Grat Earl of Devon, Voraon. 
1107, and bur. at the Mooas- 1 ob. 11B5. ^ 
t*ry of Montebourg, fn Koiv w 

muodj, founded bj liiin. \i^e Arciceoloipcal 

"T Journal, »ol. ». 



Slapletoi 



it. Scaccaria Iformaama (1 
loae ntsearches correct the prevalent ac- 
iint of the origin of these families. Tho 
lin error originated with Dtigdslc, who 



William de Vernon had 
Vernon and his fatlier's 
estates in TTonnBndj. 
HissonsBugh i^Riehard 
were]iTiDglI74. InlI95 
Bichsrd&hiiBonBieb- 
srd Bold Vernon to Phi- 
lip, King of Franm. ^ 



lias been followed by ell subsequent genea- 
logiBta. Tlirs was in erroneously identifjr- 
ing Biehard de Re»ier?, fathorof Baldwin, 
first Earl of Devon, with Bichnrd, son of 
Baldwin Fitz-Oilbert. Kotwithilanding, 
tlierc are a great uianj eircumstancei whieli 
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Bicbard 1., Duko of Sormandj. 

I 

William, natural eon ; had the earldom of Hfesmea =r 
from his father, of which he waa aflurwards de- | 
prived, and rccuivtMi the earldom of Eu. i 

William d'Eu, Earl of Hieimes, called Btuao, =r Adelaide, 
Jure uxorii, Comte de Soissodb. [SevBral char- Comlesse 
ten ocL'ur at page 44 in (he Catalogui of ike de 

Battle Ahbtn Deedi of Robert Buokc de Sedles- Solssonl. 

cumbe, 1238-41, who was doubllesa deaeended ' \ 

Jxoni this William BoaM.] " 



LeweUim, dn. 

Turkctit de Haruurt. 

Ob. 1057. 



HuEh, Biabop 
Ob. 10B7. 



Robert Enrl of Eu; ob. lOQO. - 



Oebero d'Ou, conWraporaij with 
Bobprt Earl of Eu, and Seatrix bia 
wife, and probabl; the Oebern d'Ou 
Diectiotied in the Surrej Domesday. 



Uunry Earl^Morgaret, 
ofEu, d.ofWm. 
ob. liai). de Sullj. 



QeaOVy, witness, with his Humlridiu. 
brother, to a charter of 
Robert Earl of £u. 



1 I I 
William, Scig 

Grand Cour, 1124, 
Another William. 
Robert. 



de 



0>bem Fiti-OeoOVy, tenant of I 
the Earl of Eu, Eaat Suaaex, I 
dI the Oomrada; Surrey, 1086. 1 



John Earl of &u, ob. 1170. ^ Alice, <1a. of Wm. de Albini, Eorl oi Arundel. 



Balph de iBBOodoa, Earl of Ba, ob, I21S. 



iodioBto the/ami7ie« to be identical, or of 
commoD Origm. Mr. Slspleton does not 
identifj the William do Temon of 1053 
with the William de Revicn of 1060, but 
IbejworpdoubtleBatbesBmeperaoii. Four 
TernoDi are mentioned in DomeadajBook, 
who areauppoied to boof this familjf . Thc-ir 
descent ia given in Orracrod'a Ckeehire, 
vol. iii. Mr. Stapleton ileriTes the Rtiviera 
(iMm the Till of B*-»iei-« in the Besain ; but 
there was a flef called De laSoTi&re,in the 
Cotentiii,whQ»e owners bore a, tasT. {Mem. 
lit la Soe, det Antiq. de NoniKutdit, xir. 
200.) TbelatlcrorementionedMlarbBck 



aa 940. The bearing of the Varnona of 
Temon was the same. Such, (oo, was the 
ensign of the biFonial family of Yerdun 
{mentioned in Doroeidaj). Tboj were pro- 
bably derircd from the Counts orYiacounts 
of Verdun {nileJ^'Jrlde Verijler let Dale*, 
liii. 444), and, from hernldie reaions, it 
would seem the two families and places bad 
a common origin ; though both Yi-rdun 
and Yemon are mentioned oe carl; aa the 
ninth i»ntary, and both in the neit cen- 
torj at least, if not earlier, had distinct 
Counts Mid YiscountF. 



SMUGGLING IN SUSSEX. 
BY WILLIAM BUREANT COOPEE, F.S.A. 



The system of smuggling in Sussex, and the neighbouring 
counties on the seacoast, dates from a period long prior to 
that in which heavy customs duties on imports encouraged, 
what is locally and technically called, " the free-trader." 

The southern counties were first used for an illicit export 
trade in wool; and, till after the reign of Charles I., it was 
only during our wars with France, Holland, and Spain, when 
the products of those countries were prohibited here, that there 
was an illicit import trade of any magnitude. 

■ EXPORT SMUGGLING. 

■ A few notes on the wool trade will best illustrate the origin 
of the illegal export of that article, of which Drydeu, in his 
King Arthur, says : — - ., , 

Though Jnsoa'a fleece waa famed of oUI, 
1 The British wool is growing gold : 

^m No mines can more of wealth supply. 

^B It keeps the pensant from the cold, 

^^ And takes for Irings the Tyriaii dye. 

In the reign of Edward I., among the articles of inquiry 
before the jurors on the hundred rolls, 1274, was the illegal 
exportation of wool;' the Sussex retiun shows that it had 
been sent from Slioreham.' Soon after an export duty was 
imposed, on English wool, of 20#. a bag (or £3 of oiu money), 
increased to 40*. (or £6) in 1296; then lowered to half a 
mark a bag ; and, ultimately, the higher duty was again im- 
posed. At this time the price of English wool was ^d. a 
pound (or Is. 6d. of our money), and many English merchants 
transported themselves with it. 

Attempts to prohibit the exportation of wool were however 

' n«nrj III. bad bcoii ndvi»eil to per- waul(ijit;ldll0,000ml(9.(£e6,333.13».4J., 

rait Ihe Piport to Holland and Hrabant. impljing an eiportof 83,000 »«eki) in six 

at a dutj of 5iiuiri(> tbo eacki and it was iaButltB,-Ui.ij.viK'aBaront' War, Ap.y.2, 
falcidBted that Ihia dulj, willinglj paid, ' llo(. JIuHd. ii, pp, 203-203. 
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made by Edward III. That monarch had offered great faci- 
lities to the Flemings, to establish the woollen nianufactiires 
in this country: in I33f!, the mayors and bailiffs of Win- 
chelsea, Chichester (and twelve other ports out of Sussex), 
were directed not to allow the export, till the duty had been 
paid;^ and he had so far succeeded, that the cloth produced 
in the year 1337 was sufficient to enable him to prohibit the 
wear of any clothes made beyond seas, and to interdict the 
export of English wool, under the penalties, which then „ 
attached to capital felonies. His anticipations, however, were 
not realised. The merchanta of Middlcboiirg, and afterwards 
of Calais, had great facilities for evading the English law ; they 
clandestinely exported foreign cloths to England, and imported 
the wool smuggled out of this country.^ The law was so 
severe, that it became useless ; the punishment of loss of life 
and limb was soon repealed. In 1341, Winchelsea, Chichester 
(and thirteen other ports not in Sussex), were named, from 
which wool might be exported, on payment of a duty of 50s. 
a sack ;^ and licenses were granted for all who should give 40*. 
upon a pack of wool of 240 pounds, beyond the due custom 
of half a mark a pack. The next step taken by Edward was, 
to regulate the price of wool; and accordingly, in 1343, an 
act was passed, fixing, for three years, the price of Kent, 
Sussex, and Middlesex wool — the best wool being 6xed at 
nine marks (or £S. 3a. 6d. of our money), and marsh at 100s. 
(or £13. 14*. 6d. of our money), showing the distinction 
between the two breeds of short and long wooUed sheep in 
this country. Similar attempts at regulating the price were, 
from time to time, made by the Legislature, In 1353, they 
gave the King the duty of bOs. a sack^ on exported wool ; and, 
by the same statute, Cliichester was one of the ten towns in 
England appointed as staples for weighing the wool. Ten 
years later, the staple was established at Calais, and there was 
a prohibition on exportation elsewhere; this so lowered the 
price of wool, that in 1390 the growers had three, four, and five 
years' crop unsold ; and, in the uext year, liberty was given 
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to export generally, on payment of a duty. In 1S63, it was 
declared that all nierchfints and others, for their ease, might 
shij) wools at Lewes, where the customers of Chichester were 
directed to take the customs.' In 1868, Chichester was still 
among tlyf places for the staple ; but in 1402 (4th Hen, IV.), 
Ibb Lewes burgesses prayed * that wool might be again 
weighed, for home consumption and for shipment, at that town 
as well as at Chichester, because they were near the sea, and 
a great part of the wool was grown near there, and the town 
and neighbourhood were inhabited by many great merchants. 

At This period, licenses were freely granted for the export 
of wool, to any part of the Continent, on payment of a heavy 
duty t<i tlic crown. It was to evade this duty that the smug- 
gling tmdu was carried on. When, in 1423,^ it was enacted 
that no license should be granted to export the "slight," i.e., 
the short " wools of Southampton, Kent, Sussex, and York," 
except to the staple at Calais, a still more direct encouragement 
was given to the men of the coast to evade the law; and, in 
1436, wharves'* were assigned for the shipping of wool, to 
avoid the damage done to the King by those who shipped 
their wools in divers secret places and creeks, "stealing and 
conveying the same, not customed, to divers parts beyond the 
acas, and not to Calais." The shippers were required to find 
sureties, and to bring back from Calais certificates of unlading 
there. 

The price of wool fell considerably; and, in 1454, it was 
not much more than two-thirds of its price 110 years pre- 
viously ; the wool-growers were alarmed, and their representa- 
tives in the Commons complained of the great "abundance 
of wools, as well by stealth as by license, uttered into the parts 
beyond the sea,"^ and prayed that wool might not be sold 
under certain prices; Shropshire marsh wool was fixed at 
fourteen marks; Kent at £3, instead of 100s.; Sussex at 50s.; 
and Ilant^ at seven marks a sack ; whilst in the next reign of 
Edward IV., it was enacted that no alien should export wool, 
and denizens only to Calais. 

In 1547, under Edward VI., complaints were made as to 
the falling off in the amount of duty due to the crown ; the 

|_ ' Prjnno'j BteonU, 37 KdwRrd III. ' Act 1& Henry TI. c, 3. 
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irregularity with which it was paid; and the mode in which 
the price was artificially raised by the merchants. An inquiry 
was directed into the rate of subsidy due to the King, and the 
weight and quality of the wool in England and Calais ;' and 
a bill was introduced for regulating the buying by staplers 
and cIothii-Ts. In the year 154S, the act agaiust regrating 
was continued. 

About this time, it would seem that the woollen manufac- 
ture existed, both in the counties of Kent and Sussex.^ In 
1551, renewed attempts to improve the English mauufaeture 
were made. A body of Flemish weavers was settled at Glas- 
tonbury,^ and supplied with wools ; and the Legislature passed 
a very stringent act for regulating the times of buying wool — • 
80 stringent, indeed, that several of its clauses had to be re- 
pealed in 1553. Queen Ehzabeth also favoured stiti more 
the immigration of foreign weavers. Although licenses were 
granted for the export of wools on payment of duty, and in 
October, 1500, we have an account of wools shipped legally 
to Bruges,^ yet, practically, the merchants of the staple had 
obtained a monopoly of exportation.^ 

The loss of Caiai.s, however, and consequently of the staple 
there, had most materially injured the English wool-grower 
and the merchants of the staple. The latter laid their com- 
plaints before Queen Elizabeth, in 1560, representing the in- 
jury they had sustained since the loss of Calais,^ and obtained 
such redress as was within the power of the crown, namely, 
by license to export wool generally, on payment of export 
duty. A similar license had been granted to Lord Robert 
Dudley, which was renewed in 1562 -^ and in 1571, the act 
of Edward VI., putting restrictions on the home trade, was 
extended. 

The Parliaments of Mary, Elizabeth, and James granted the 
high duty of £1, VAs. Gd. a sack on wool exported by natives, 
and double the amount by foreigners. It is noticeable that, 
at this time, short wools had become of still less value ; and 
that the long Cotswold wool had come into the most favour. 
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These restrictions operated very prejudicially on the trade; 
and, in 1572, the Conipnny of Woolmen petitioned the Queen 
to take off the restraints imposed by the act of the preceding 
year and by Edward VI.;' and, five years aftenvards (1577), 
the scarcity and high price were so great, as to give rise to 
grave complaints against the merchants of the staple from the 
clothiers of Wilts, Worcester, Gloucester, and Essex* (then 
the principal seats of the woollen manufacture). In August 
of that year, commissioners were appointed, in sundry counties, 
to have the special oversight for the restraint of the unlawful 
buying and engrossing wool;^ and, towards the close of the 
reign of James I. (in 1G21-24-26), bills were introduced pro- 
hibiting all exportation of wool.* 

On April 17, 1630, Charles I. also published a proclama- 
tion against the export of wool, but stiD granted licenses. In 
1647, in consequence of the high price, an ordinance passed 
wholly prohibiting the exportation of wool and fuller's earth.^ 
Again, on November 18, 1656, a further proclamation was 
issued against the exportation ; yet it was avowed, by an au- 
thority writing in that year,^ that, though the exportation was 
prohibited almost as a felony, there was nothing more daily 
practised. Nor was the loss, said he, in this case all tlie 
injury ; for when honest men did " detect these caterpillars," 
and endeavoured, by due course of law, to make stoppage 
thereof and to have the offenders punished, so many were the 
evasions — such combinations and interests in the officers who 
ought to punish ; such favour had they in the courts of jus- 
tice, and, in general, snch were the affronts and discoiu-agc- 
ments — that the dearest lover of his country, or most in- 
terested in trade, dared not to prevent that mischief which his 
eyes beheld to fall upon his nation. 

After the Restoration, in 1660, an act was passed entirely 
prohibiting the export of wool ; and in 1662, the illicit export 
was made felony. The severity of the punishment had no 
effect in discouraging the active spirits along the southern 
coast, and they readily risked their necks for I2d. a day. 
Seven years after the last enactment, it is stated that from 
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After tbe revolution of 169S, the penalty of fdoDT, imposed 
by the act of Charles II., was thought too severe. Very few con- 
victions had taken place under it; and, in 1696, a milder punish- 
ment was inflicted -^ whilst, in 1698, a direct blow was aimed 
at the Kent and Sussex men by an eDactinent, which lasted 
till our own day," that no person living within fifteen miles of 
the sea, in those counties, should buy any wool before he en- 
tered into a bond, with sureties, that all the wool he should 
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■ibuy should not be sold by hira to any persons within fifteen 
linftea of the sea ; and growers of wool within ten miles of the 
sej, ill those counties, were obliged, within three days of shear- 
ing." to account for the number of fleeces, and where lodged. 
: "All the care of the Legislature had been to no purpose; the 
coast men had set the law at defiance — openly carrying their 
wool, at shearing-time, on horses' backs to the seashore, wliere 
French vessels were ready to receive it — and attackmg fiercely 
any one who ventured to interfere. Mr. W. Carter himself 
was sharply attacked, in 1688. Having procured the neces- 
sary warrants, he repaired to Romuey Marsh, where he seized 
eight or ten men, who were carrying the wool on horses' backs 
to be shipped, and desired tlie Mayor of Roumey to commit 
them. The Mayor — wishing, no doubtj to live a peaceful hfe 
I among his neighbours — admitted .them to bail. Carter and 
I his assistants retired to Lydd, but that town was made too 
hut to hold them — they were attacked at night; adopting 
the advice of the Mayor's son, they next day, December 13, 
came towards Rye. They were pursued by some fifty armed 
horsemen, till they got to Camber Point ; so fast were they 
followed, that they could not get their horses over Guilford 
Ferry ; but, luckily, some ships' boats gave them assistance, 
so that the riders got safe into the town, which had been 'Iput 
into much fear ;" and " had they not got into the boats," aays 
one of the witnesses, " Mr. Carter would have received some 
hurt, for many of the exporters were desperate fellows, not 
caring what mischief they did." ' 

The new law was not, at first, much more efficient. Mr. 
Henry Baker, the supervisor of these counties, writing on hia 
tour from Hastings, on September 18, 1098, refers the cus- 
toms department to some observations he had made in rela- 
tion to the owUnff^ and smuggling trades ; and in his letter 
of April 25, 1699, he states that, in a few weeks, there would 
be shorn in Ronnicy Marsh (besides the adjacent parts in the 
level) about 160,000 sheep, whose fleeces would amount to 
about three thousand packs of wool, "the greatest part whereof 
will be immediately sent ofi' hot into France — it being so de- 
signed, and provisions, in a great measure, already made for 
that purpose. '^ All that the new law seems to have done at 
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first was, to send the wool grown by the Sussex and Kent 
men some fifteen miles up the country, to be thence recarried 
to the sea and shipped. 

Under the new act, seventeen surveyors were appointed for 
nineteen counties ; and 299 riding officers, whose salaries and 
expenses came to £20,000 a yciir. They seized only 457 
packs of wool, got only 162 packs condemned, and had 604 
packs rescued. In Kent, sixty-five packs were seized, and 
eight only condemned ; in Sussex, twenty-six were seized, and 
twelve condemned.' 

The illicit exportation of wool was never stopped ; and, in 
1702, Mr. William Syraonds, of Milton, near Gravesend, in 
his New Year's Gift to the ParJiamenl ,- or, England's Gulden 
Fleece preserved, in Prt^osals humbly laid before the Present 
Parliament,' makes twenty-five proposals to prevent the ex- 
portation of wool, which was illicitly carried on to a great 
extent; and, by the first, he suj^gesta six staples or register 
offices at Asliford, Favershaai, Maidstone, Tunbritlge, Graves- 
end, and Uartford, for the prevention of clandestine export 
from those places. 

In 1717, an act passed directuig that smugglers of wool, 
who shoidd be in prison and should not plead, might have 
judgment against tlicni, and, if they did not pay the penalty, 
might be transported;^ and yet, on May 19, 1720, it was 
necessary to issue a proclamation for enforcing the law. ■ 

In 1731, and in the five following years, the manufacturen | 
petitioned for greater vigilance against the clandestine exporta- 
tion of wool ; it being alleged that the great decay of the 
woollen manufactures was, beyond dispute, owing to the illegal 
exportation of wool, of which 150,000 packs were supposed 
to be shipped yearly ; and it was " feared that some gentle- 
men of no mean rank, whose estates bordered on the sea- 
coast, were too much influenced by a near but false prospect 
of gain," to wish for the application of a remedy proposed, 
viz., the registration of all wool at shearing-time, and a com- 
plete system of certificates till it was manufactured ; " so that 
no smuggler or owler would venture to purchase it, by reason 
he woidd have no opportunity of sending it abroad in the 
dark."* 
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In the preamble to the act of 1739,^ it is expressly avowed 
that, notwithstanding the penalties imposed for eighty years, 
the exportation of wool, unmanufactured, was "notoriously 
continued," The stringent law of 1698 had failed in its ob- 
ject ; and when, in 1787 {in opposition to the demands of the 
Lincolnshire wool-growers, for power to export their prodnee), 
the niannfacturers brought in a bill to prevent the illicit ex- 
portation, because of the then increasing practice of smuggling 
British wool into France, and the inefficiency of the laws 
to prevent it ; and when, as a remedy, it was proposed to 
extend the restrictions imposed upon Kent and Sussex to the 
entire kingdom, the opponents of the bill shrewdly asked : — 
" How it was the manufacturers could act so absurdly, to 
demand an extension of the laws relating to those two coun- 
ties, when it was supposed that the greatest quantities of wool 
were smuggled from those parts ?"^ 

The habit of export smuggling, then, has been, for some 
hundreds of years at least, part of the system undw which 
the middle and lower classes in Sussex have been trained. 
Large fortunes were made by it in East Sussex, and it came 
•to an end only during the last war with France. 

IMPORT SMUGGLING. 

The wars with France, in the time of King William and 
Queen Anne, revived and mcreased greatly the custom of ivt- 
port smuggling, for which the existing ewport system, already 
well organised, gave every convenience. 

\ It was in Romney Marsh that Hunt, in the year 1696, ran 
cargoes of Lyons silk and Valenciennes lace sufficient to load 
thirty pack-horses; and, under cover of these proceedings, 
kept a house of resort for men of high consideration among 
the Jacobites — of "earls and barons, knights and doctors of 
divinity " — and established a clandestine post to London, and 
frequent communications, by means of privateers, with the 
Court of St. Gcrmains.^ 

The vigilance necessarily used during the next war, to pre- 
'ent these clandestine communications with the enemy, will 
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be best seen by the following account of some persons, as well 
English as French,' seized by the riding-officers appointed for 
the guard of the coast of Kent and Sussex, coming out of 
France ; and of some other particnlars relating to correspond- 
ence, &c., on those coasts, since her Majesty's declaration of 
war in May, 1702, to December 20, 1703 :— 

July 25, 1702, — Some French letters sent from a privateer, am! others found 
in the beach near Seaford, all ilelivered to the Secretary Hedges's office. 

October 8. — Near Seaford, two persona seized and sent to the Secretary, 
(by) Mt. Pelham and J. Goldbnm. 

Jan. 4, 1703. — At Newhaven, live Frenchmen and a boy taken. Havrktnaf. 

March 5. — At Pelpham, two French priaoners. Parratt. 

May 3. — A. Frenchman from Calais, with letters end papers, under Beaeb;fi 
Head in the night, sent for. Messenger, Fowler. 

May 6.— Thtea French prisoners at Poghara. 

May 27. — Five or six French prisoners more, near Shoreham. Clark.— 
Captain Toosloe sett on shore, by Cleavell, from Diepe. Ditto. — Shore- 
ham, tliree French prisoners more. Mose.^Three came on shore in 
long-boat, and made their escape through the country. Ogilvie. 

October 2. — Mr. lierne seized: brought up per messenger — Seaford, 

December 1 2 ,— Major Boucher, Captain Ogilby, and five more out of France, 
seized at Beachj Head, by express : brought up by messengers. Out of 
a small hoy, near Selsea, seized five Frenchmen : committed to Chichester 
Gaol, broke prison, and retaken by J. Field. 

Seizun-s of silks, and other French goods, &c. — Convictions and compositions 
made and obtained by the said officers, within the time first above men- 
coned, amounting to about six thousand tivc hundred pounds — as per 
records in her Majesty's Court of Exchequer may appeare. £6500 

The public records of tliis period give us other evidence 
of the calling to which the smugglers betook themselves in 
time of war, viz., the conveyance of letters and correspondence 
to the enemy,' Thomas Owen, on January 3, 1703, reported 
the capture of William Snipp at Lydd, and John Burwash 
and George Fuller — described in Mr. Baker's letter of 6th of 
the same month " as part of the old gang of those who were 
owlers in the late war" — as openly in communication with 
French sloops which came to the coast ; and hoped that the 
law would take hold of their carrying correspondence with 
thcae sloops, " else there would be more wool transported than 
there has been for many years;" whilst Mr. Baker dccliu-ed 
that the " practice, if permitted, would very much encourage 
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and contribute to the exportation of wool, and also the rauning 
or smuggling of French goods." ' 

This system of carrying on correspondence with France, in 
time of war, lasted down to and through the last war, during 
w;hich the daily newspapers and correspondence were regu- 
larly carried to Buonaparte, by a family then resident at 
Bexhill. 

From the following report, made by Mr. Baker in December, 
1703, it appears that the new law had, by that time, abated, 
though it liad not quite slopped, the owlini) trade along these 
coast?, but that import smuggling still flourished: — 

May it please your Honours,* — In obedience to your Honours, command- 
ing me to consider how the charge of the ryding-ofiicers appointed for the 
^anj of the coasts of Kent and Sussex may, in some measure, he reduced 
without prejudice to her Mujestie's service, in preventing the exporting of 
wool, &c., from these coasts. Upon eonsideration thereof, and from observa- 
tions I have made of the state of that and the smuggling trade, as they 
have been cnrryetl on since the present warr, 1 have observed and do beleive 
that the neck of the oieiinff trade, as well as tlie spirits of the OKlern, is, in a 
great measure, broke, pnrtienlarlj in Bomney Marsh ; where I have, in 
several of my late reptorts and papers laid before your Honours, observed 
unto you, that in the latter end of the last warr, and the beginning of the last 
pence, wool used to be shipped off from thence and from other parts of that 
county by great numbers of packes weekly, there are not now many visible 
signs of any ouantities being transported. But for fine goods, as they call 
them (viz., silks, lace, &c.), I am well assured that trade goes on through 
both counties, though not in such vast quantities as have been formerly 
brought in— I mean in those days when (as a gentleman of estate in one of 
the counties has, within this twelve months, told me) he had been att once, 
beside^ at other times, at the loading of a wagon with silks, luce, Etc., till six. 
oxcu could hardly move it out of the place : 1 doe not think that trade is 
now so carried on as 'twas then. Therefore, upon consitlerulion of the whole 
matter, since your Honours are of opinion that it is for her Majestie'a service 
to lessen the charge, I humbly propose ; — That whereas there are now, for 
the security of those coasts, Rtly officers appointed from the Isle of Siieppy, 
in Kent, to Kmsworth, in Hampshire, which is coastwise more than two 
hundred miles, att 60Zt. per annum, with an allowance to each of them of 
30/i. per annum for a servant and horse, to assist them upon their duty m 
the night, the whole amounting to about 4500^. per annum, including the 
old saUary of the port-oHicers, Sic, my opinion, upon consideration as afore- 
said, is, if your Honours shall approve thereof, that the said allowance of 
30/i. to each of them, for a servant and one horse as aforetaid, may be token 
off, which will compleatly reduce one-third part of the whole, and leave it 
then at obout SOOOW. per annum : and for some kind of supply in their 
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nigliUy duty, instead of their servanta, and that the course of that may not 
he broken, espedally in Romney Marah, where the mischief has most pre- 
vailed, I further propose that the dragoons now (juurtered in Kent, and, by 
her Majeatie's order of the 11th August last, to be detached into several! 
parts of the Marsh, to assist ihe officers in the eiportacon of wool, kc, sa 
from time to time I shall direct (aa per said order may appeare), may, if your 
Honours shall soe please, be made useful in this service, pursuant to the 
Order in Councell by his late Majestie, bearing date the 23rd June, 1698, 
wherein it was ordered that, for encouragement of the said souldiers and the 
landlords of the houses that quarter them there (lieing an allowance of two 
pence per diem to each dragoon upon such service, and to the officers in pro- 
portion, the whole not exceeding 200/i. per annum, to be paid by me — which 
was for about two years constantly paid them myself) being revived, I can 
soe dispose those soldiers that the nightly duty of the officers shall not be 
interrupted, and every one of them shall always have one or more of them in 
the night upon duty : I mean all those in the Marsh, that is, from Folke- 
stone inclusive to East Guldcford the some ; anil, this being soe ordered, your 
Honours do reduce the charge from what it now is full 1300/i. per annum. 
The same use may be made of them upon the coast of Sussex (if it be thought 
for the service, as, in my opinion, it would very much be), as well in other 
respects as in those afore- mentioned. To all this, if your Honours can obtain 
the guard of cruizcrs, as they are appointed by the 7th and Sth of the late 
King, for those coasts from the North Foreland to the Isle of "Wight, end 
shall be pleased to remove your weak and supe.rannuatcd officers, as soou as 
you can provide otherwise for them, and, for the future, resolve to adraitt 
none into the service ; but that the officers (according lo proper and apt 
instrucons to be prepared for them) be kept to a strict and diligent discipline 
in the performance of their duties. These methods being taken, I am humbly 
of opinion both coasts may be ventured with a single guard, soe as aforesaid, 
duriug the warr, or for one year's tryall, &c. 

Drcemiiff.nO-i. IIen. Baker. 

The new force was utterly inadequate to the suppression 
of the trade. In the next forty-five years the daring of the 
smugglers grew with the impunity with which they were 
enabled to act. Large gangs, of twenty, forty, fifty, and even 
one hundred, rode, armed with guns, bludgeons, and clubs, 
throughout the country, setting every one at defiance, and 
awing all the quiet inhabitants. They catablished warehouses 
and vaults in many districts, for the reception of their goods, 
and built large houses at Seacock's Heath in Etchingham 
(built by the well-known saniggler Arthur Gray, and called 
"Gray's Folly"), at Fix Hall and the Four Throws Hawk- 
hurst,' at Goudhurst, and elsewhere, with the profits of their 
trade. 
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We have in the Treasury Papers ^ many particulars of the 
daring and desperate acts of these eompanies or gangs of men 
in both parts of Sussex, during the first half of the last century, 
principtJIy in the smuggling of tea. 

In an engagement between the eustom-house officers and 
upwards of sixty armed men, at Ferring, on June 21, 1720, 
WilUani Gouldsraith, the custom-house officer, had his horse 
shot under him.^ 

In June, 1733, the officers of the customs at Newhaven 
attempted to seize ten horses laden with tea, at Cuckmere ; 
but they were opposed by about thirty men, armed with 
pistols and blunderbusses, who fired on the officers, took them 
prisoners, and confined them whilst the goods were carried ofF.^ 

In August of the same year the riding officers observed 
upwards of twenty smugglers at Greenhay, most of tlicm on 
horseback, armed with clubs, and their horses laden with tea, 
which the officers endeavoured to seize, but the smugglers fell 
upon them, and with clubs knocked one of the officers off his 
horse, wounded him, and confined him for an hour, wliilst the 
gang carried off the goods. 

On December 6, 1734, some officers of Newhaven, assisted 
by dragoons, met with a large gang of smugglers, well armed, 
who surrounded the officers, and confined them for about an 
bour and a half. The snuigglers were afterwards met by three 
officers and six dragoons, whom the smugglers attacked, 
lUt the officers got the better, pursued them, and seized five 
lers, armed with pistols, swords, and cutlasses, and 
twelve horses. 

In July, 1735, some of the officers of the port of Arundel 
watched on the coast, expecting goods to be run out of a 
smuggling vessel, but being discovered by upwards of twenty 
smugglers, armed with pistols and blunderbusses, the officers 
were confined till two or three boat-loads of goods had been 
landed and conveyed away on horses ; and in the same month, 
some other officers having received information that a parcel 
of brandy was to be run at K.ingston, and going in pursuit of 
it, met with ten smugglers, one of whom presented a pistol, in 

' Notorious inatAnoes of riots and aa- ■ Leltcr of Franoii Briggs, Jul; 2G, 

tMults in running t™ and otlior goods.— 1733. — Cialoma : Bolls House. 

OastoniB ; BoUa Rouso. ' Nnloriotu inatanoos, &c. — Ibid. 
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order to rescue tlie goods ; but the officers, getting the better 
of the smugglers, seized the brandy, and carried it to the 
custom-house. 

In the natural course of events these affrays must end in 
bloodshed ; and in March, 1737, a fatal engagement took place 
at Bulverhithe, with one of the tlien numerous gangs of Sussex 
smugglers, an account of which is given in a letter, dated 
March 10, from a person writing under the assmucd name of 
Goring, to the Commissioners of Customs :^ — 

Mny it piniee (your) Honours,— It is not unknown to yonr Lordships of 
the late battle between the smiiglers and ollicerg at Riilverhidc ; uiid in relti- 
tion to that bualtiess, if your Hoiiuura pluajie to advise in the newspapers, that 
this is encepted off, I will send u list of the names of the persons that were at 
that business, and the places' names where they are usually and mostly resi- 
dent. Cat^ (Morten's man) fired first, Morten was the second tliat fired; the 
soldiers tired nud killed Collison,^ wounded Pizon, who is since dedd ; William 
Weston was wounded, but like to recover. Young Mr. Brown was not there, 
but his men and horses were ; from your Honours 1 

DutifuU and most faithfull servant, Gobino. | 

There was no forciji^ persons at this business, but all were Sussex meni 
and may easily be spoke with. 

This (is) the seventh time Morten's people liave workt this winter, and 
have not lost any thing but one half hundred (of tea) they gave to a dragoon 
and one officer they mett with the first of this winter ; and the Hoo eompany 
have lost no goods, although they constantly work, and at home too, sincts 
they lost the seven hundred-weiglit. When once the srauglcrs ate drove from 
home they will soon be all takeu. Note, that some say it was Gurr that fired 
first. You must well secure Cat, or ehe your Honours will soon lose the man : 
the best way will bo to send for him up to London, for he knows the whole 
company, and hath been Morten's servant two years. There were several 
young chaps with the smuglers, whom, when taken, will soon discover the 
whole (Mmpany. The number was twenty-sii men. Mark's horse, Morten's, 
and Hoad's, were lulled, and they lost not half their goods. They have sent 
for more goods, and twenty-nine horses set out from Groombridgc this day, 
about four in the allemoon, and all the men well armr^l with long guns. * * 
There nie some smuglers worth a good sum of money, and they pay for taking. 
• " The Hoo company might liave been all ruined when they lost their goods ; 
the officers and soldiers knew them all, but they were not prosecuteil. * * 
Morten and Bourn sold, last winter, someways, 31)00 lb. weight a week. 

In fact the smugglers overawed most of the riding-officers, 
and bribed many others, so that the peaceable inhabitants of 
the villages were completely at the mercy of these lawless 
bands. 



■ Treianr; Papers.— Customs : Rolls inaoj ia our own dnj, as verj actlvs and 
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On June 13, 1744, the officers of the customs at Eastbourne, 
P,haviiig intelligence of a gang of smngglers, went, with five 

igooiis mounted, to the seashore, near Pevensey; but one 
hundred smugglers rode up, and, after disarming the ofBcers, 
fired about forty shot at them, cut them with the swords in a 
dangerous manner, loaded the goods on above one hundred 
horses, nnd made towards London.^ 

In Seasonablf Advice to all Stiiiiff^fera of French Cambricks 

Pand French Lawns, with a brief State from the Honorable 
Commissioners of his Majesty's Customs of Smuggling, in the 
pear 1745,* it is said, that before the Committee of the House 
of Commons, which sat in 1746, to inquire into the causes of 
the most infamous practice of smuggling, it was in evidence: 
-^"From Chichester it is represented that in January, 1745, 
nine smuggling cutters sailed from Rye, in that month, for 
Guernsey, in order to take in large quantities of goods, to be 
run on the coast; and they had intelligence that one of the 
cutters had landed her cargo." The remedy suggested was 
the annexing the Isle of Man to the Crown of England, 
by purchase, and the employment of 20G0 sea ofiicers and 

^^- men, in sbcty vessels, to be stationed on different parts of the 

^H«oast. 

^^P The most formidable gang, however, that had hitherto 

^"existed, and that which luckily furnished the clhnax to these 
scenes of crime, was known throughout our own county and 
Kent, as the " Hawkhurst Gang." In the year 1747' the 
smugglers in these parts were grown so numerous and so 
formidable, by their daring and repeated attacks on the 
persons and properties of the inhabitants, and the cruelties 
exercised on some who had opposed their extravagancies, that 
the people of Goudhurst found themselves under the necessity 
either of deserting their houses, and leaving their property 
wholly at the mercy of these marauders, or of uniting to op- 
pose by force their lawless inroads. The latter alternative 
was, at length, embraced ; a paper, expressive of their abhor- 

Irence of the conduct of the smugglers, and their determination 
to oppose them, was drawn up and subscribed to, by a con- 
siderable number of persons, who assumed the appellation of 
' o 
'K 
1761, 
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" The Goudhurst Baud of Militia"; at the head of whom was 
a young man of the nanie of Sturt, a native of Goudhurst, 
who had recently received his discharge from a regiment of 
foot, under the command of General Harrison, and by whose . 
persuasions they had been principally induced to this resolu- 
tion. Intelligence of this confederacy soon reached the ears 
of the smugglers, who contrived to waylay one of the militia, 
and, by means of torture and confinement, extorted from him 
a full disclosure of the plans and intentions of his colleagues. 
After swearing this man not to take up arms against them, 
they lot him go, desiring him to inform the confederates that 
they (the smugglers) would, on a certain day named, attack 
the town, murder every one therein, and burn it to the ground. 
Sturt, on receiving this information, convened his little band, 
and, having pointed out the danger of their situation without 
exertion and unanimity, engaged them in immediate prepara- 
tion for the day of battle. While some were sent in quest 
of fire-arms, others were employed in casting balls, making 
cartridges, and taking every means for resistauce and de- 
fence, which time and opportunity afforded. At the time 
appointed, the smugglers, headed by Thomas Kingsmill, made 
their appearance before the entrenchments of the militia,* and, 
after some horrid threats and imprecations by their leader, a 
general discharge of firearms was given by the smugglers, and 
returned immediately by the militia, by which one of the 
smugglers fell; but it was not till two more had lost their 
lives, and many had been wounded, that they quitted the field 
of battle ; they were pursued by the militia, and some of them 
taken and executed." 

Thomas Kingsmill escaped for a time, and became the leader 
of the desperate attack made in October, 1747, by thirty 
smugglers, on the custom-house at Poole. This man was a 
native of Goudhurst, and had been a husbandman ; but, 
having joined the smugglers, he was disthiguished and daring 
enough to become captain of the gang — an honour of which 

Uid the Bcene of tlie attack at Ooudhunt 
Chuich. 
' " General " 9lurt wai, fur some time 

Erior to liii doatb, oiBster of llie pog(- 
oiijc or Crniibrouk. ^<^} nUo Oeiit. Hag. 
Tul.lv. p. 670. 



' Mj groat-grandrathor, Win. Diumnt, 
•AOTwarda of LambeTbunt sad BorcliaiD, 
M.D., wai, at that time, reaideat trilb Mr. 
Hani, a inrgdOu In thp towiii and (liiu 
Mr. James, in hia novel of The Smajgler) 
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yhs was so proud, that he sought every opportunity of exhihit- 

■ ing specimens of his courage, and putting himself foremost in 
every service of danger. 

Perin, another of the gang, was a native of Chichester, 
where he had served his time as a carpenter, and had success- 
fully practised his trade, as a master, for some years, till a 
stroke of the palsy had deprived hira of the use of bis right 
hand; he then became connected with the smugglers, and 
used to sail to France as purchaser of goods for them. In 
this capacity, he, iu September, 1747, bought a large quan- 
tity of brandy, tea, and rum,* which was loaded on board a 
cutter (" The Three Brothers "), with the view of running it 
on the coast of Sussex ; but intelligence reached the revenue 
officers, and Captain Johnson, of the revenue cutter, at Poole, 
on September 22, caught sight of the loaded cutter, took 
her, and carried her and her cargo into Poole — Perin and the 
crew escaping in the boat. 

On Sunday, Oct. 4, the whole body of smugglers assem- 
bled in Charlton Forest, to consult on the possibility of reco- 
vering the goods, when Perin proposed that they should go 
jn a body, armed, and break open the Poole Custom-house ; 
this was agreed to, and a bond was signed to support each 
other. The nest day they met at Rowland's Castle, armed 
with swords and firearms ; at the Forest of Bere, adjoining 
Horndeau, Kingsmill and the Hawkhurst gang met them ; 
they concealed themselves in a wood till the evening of the 
following day, and then proceeded to Poole, which they reached 
at eleven at night. A report, from two who were sent to recon- 
noitre, stating that a sloop of war lay opposite the quay, so that 
her guns could be pointed against the door of the custom- 
house, led some of the gang to faulter; but Kingsmill and 
Fairhall (a native of Ilorsendown Green, Keut, of no business, 
inured to smuggling from infancy, and i-emarkable for his brutal 
keourage)^ addressed them, saying : " If you will not do it, wc 

' The tva vat 41) cwt,, patk«d in can- &[r. Butler's houBo; but that not meeting 

yat and ailakin bag) i ntd thirtj-aine with geoentt aaeeot, Fflirliail, Kingsmill, 

cuks of ipints, slung witli ropes, in order aDdotberaofthe gang, determined to wiy- 

to be loBded on hofaea. — HUlory, p. 132. I»j him, near bit own park, and ahool 

' Hb liad been aireated and Dent to him ; but, b; accident, he did not return 

Iioudou by Jamea Butler, Esq., urar bomo that night, and the matler becoming 
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will do it ourselves." Then a fresh report was mado, that, 
owing to tlie ebb-tide, the sloop could not bring her guns to 
Lear. Animated with this intelligence, they all rode to the 
seaconst ; Perin and another of tlie gang took care of the 
horses, whilst the main body went down to the custom-house, 
taking with them a boy they chanced to meet, to prevent his 
alarming the inhabitants. The door was forced open with 
hatchets and other instruments, the smuggled tea was carried 
o£F ou the horses, to Fordingbridge ; the band, after having 
travelled all night, there stopped for a time ; but coutinued 
their journey to Brook, where the tea-booty was divided, in 
the proportion of five bags of twenty-seven pounds each per 
man. I 

A reward was offered for their apprehension, but it was ] 
months before any were taken. A man named Diamond was 
captured, and lodged in Chichester Guol, when a portion of 
the gang committed murders in West Sussex to prevent evi- 
dence being given against their fellows. The victims were 
William Galley the elder, a custom-house officer at South- 
ampton J and Daniel Chater, a shoemaker of Fordingbridge, 
The murderers were Benjamin Tapner, a native of Aldrington,' 
who had worked as a bricklayer; John Cobby, an illiterate , 
son of a Sussex labourer ; John Hammond, a laboiu"ing man, 
bom at South Berstead ; William Jackson and William Carter, 
natives of Hampshire ; Richard Mills the elder, a native of 
Trotton, where he had been a horse-dealer, but, fading in 
business, commenced smuggling, and had become one of the 
most hardened of the gang; and Richard Mills the younger, 
who lived at Stedhain, and had been with his father in business. 
It seems that, on Feb. 14, 1748, Galley and Chater were on 
their road to Major Batten's at Stanstcad, to have Chater 's 
evidence taken, when they were induced to stop at the White 
Hart, at Rowland's Castle, the landlady of which, being afraid 
that they were going to hurt the smugglers, sent for Jackson 
and Carter, and communicated her suspicions to them ; others 
of the gang came in, and Carter soon got from Chater the 
real business. The men were then made nearly drunk and ] 
put to bed, from which they were awoken to be tied to one ' 

' Trial of BcnjuiuiD Tapiicr and alliei'9, Bt Cliiuhestcr, Jan. 1749. 
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horse, witli their legs under the belly, and to be whipped till 
they fell twice, with their heads under. They were then taken 
to a well in Lady Holt Park, where Galley was taken from the 
horse and threatened to be thrown into the well ; this, how- 
- ever, the smugglers did not do, but putting him again upon the 
horse, whipped him to death on the downs, and then dug a 
hole and buried him. Carter was then ehalned in a tnrf- 
house, from which, after being maimed in his nose and eyes 
by a knife, he was taken, in the dead of the night, to Harris's 
Well, and Tapner, having fastened a noose round his neek, bid 
him get over the pales to the well; they tied one end of the 
rope to the pales, and pushed him into the well; the rope, 
however, was short, and, he being some time without becoming 
strangled, they then untied him and threw him head-foremost 
into the well ; and, to stop his groans, threw upon him the 
rails and gateposts round the well, and large stones. Galley's 
body was found by Mr. Stone whilst hunting; and six miles 
off', in the well, the body of Chater. The murderers were tried 
at a special assize fur smugglers, holden at Chichester, before 
three judges — Sir Michael Forster, Knight, Sir Thomas Birch, 
Knight, and Mr. Baron Edward Clive>— Jan. 16, 1749. The 
sermon, which has been printed,* being preached by Sir Wil- 
liam Ashbumham, then Dean, but afterwards Bishop of Chi- 
chester, from Job xxix. 14-16. The first three were convicted 
as principals, and the others as accessories before the fact to 
the murder of Chater; and Jackson and Carter for the murder 
of Galley. Jackson died in prison the night he was con- 
demned. The others were hung on Jan. IS — the two Mills 
not in chains ; but Carter was hung in chains, near Rackley ; 
Tapner, on Rook's Hill, near Chichester; and Cobby and 
Hammond, on Selsey Isle, on the heath where they sometimes 
landed their smuggled goods, and where they could be seen a 
great distance east and west. 
I John Mills, another son of Richard Mills, and one of the 
I gang, who, with some of his associates, saw the judges travel- 
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ling over Hind Heath, on their way to the apocial assize at 
Chichester, and proposed to rob them ;^ hut his companions 
refused to concur with liini. Soon after his father's execu- 
tion he met with Richard Hawkins, put him on horseback, 
and carried him to the Dog and Partridge on Slindon Com- 
mon, where Mills and his companions accused him of having 
stolen two bags of tea; and, on his denying it. flogged and 
kicked him to death, and then canning his body twelve 
miles, tied stones to it, and sunk it in a pond in Parhani 
Park. Mills waa entrapped to the house of an outlawed 
smuggler named William Pring, at Beckenham, and there 
betrayed. He was tried and convicted at the assizes holden 
at East Grinstead, and there hung on Aug. 12, 1749, being 
conducted to the place of execution by a guard of soldiers, as 
a rescue was feared from the smugglei-s ; and, after execution, 
he was hung in chains on Slindoa Common. Othei-s of the . 
gang were tried at the same assizes, as highwaymen, and I 
executed. 1 

At length two of the smugglers, who had been evidence 
against the men hanged at Chichester, gave infornmtion as to 
the place of meeting of Kingsmill, Fairhall, Pcrin, and Glover; 
they were arrested for the breaking open of the custom-house 
at Poole, tried at Newgate, and convicted,^ Glover being re- 
commended by the jury to the royal mercy. Fairhall behaved 
most insolently on the trial, and threatened one of the wit- 
nesses ; Glover exhibited penitence ; but Kingsmill and Pcrin 
insisted that they had not been guilty of any robbery, because 
they only took the goods that once belonged to them. Perin's 
body was directed to be given to his friends, and he was 
lamenting the fate of his associates, when Fairhall said : " We 
shall be hanging up in the sweet air, when you are rotting in 
your grave ;" and the night before his execution, Fairhall kept 
smoking with his friends till he was ordered by his keeper to 
go to his cell, when he exclaimed : " Why in such a hurry, 

the Bisbop'i Pnkuo at Chieh«tcr, it fiie 
that evening. Tlie report that Ibc/ ware 
euorded there and back b; a party of 
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sannot you let rae stay a little longer with my friends P 1 
*«hall not be able to drink with thera to-morrow night." 
Kingsmill was only twenty-eight, and Fairhall only twenty-five 
years of age, at the time of their trial. 

Glover was pardoned; the other three were hung at Tyburn 
on April 26, 1 749, and the body of Faiihall was hung in chains 
on Hoi-sendown Green, and KingsmiU's on Goudhurst Gore. 
This most formidable gang was thus broken up; but Horace 
Walpolc's letter of August 5, 1752, and the diary of Walter 
Gale,' show that, to Sussex men, the profits of the illicit trade 
were too great a temptation to allow it to be given up. 

The habit of smuggling, wrecking,^ and privateering led to 
the per|>etration of many other crimes ; amongst others, to a re- 
vival of those acts of piracy which disgraced the Cinque Ports 
in the thirteenth century.^ 

On Aug. 11, 1758, Nicholas Wingfield and Adams Hyde, 
of Hastings, masters of two privateer cutters, piratically 
boarded the Danish ship "Der Reisende Jacob," on board of 
which was the Marquis Pignatelli, Ambassador Extraordinary 
from his Catholic Majesty to the Court of Denmark; assault- 
ing Jurgan Mullcr, the master of the vessel, and stealing 
twenty casks of butter. The Lords of the Admiralty offered 
a reward of £500, Nicholas Wingfield and Adams Hyde, 
with four otiiers, having been betrayed by some of their accom- 
I plices, were arrested ; and on Jan. 15, 1759, were brought 
■ under a strong guard of soldiers, and lodged in the Marshal- 
sea. They were tried at the Admiralty sessions, March 9, 1 759, 
when Nicholas Wingfield and Adams Hyde were found guilty; 
and on the 28th of the same month, were hung at Execution 
Dock. The four others were acquitted. The punishment did 
I not operate as a sufficient warning to the Hastings men. For 
fc seven years a gang known as Ruxtcy's crew, most of whom 
lived at Hastings, boarded and robbed several ships coming 
up the Channel ; and in particular, in 1768, they boarded a 
Dutch homeward-bound hoy, called "The Three Sisters,"'' 
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Peter Bootes commander, about two leagues from Reachy 
Head, and chopped the master down the back w-itli an axe. 
In Novembei', 1708, the Government sent a detachment of two 
hundred of the Inniskilling Dragoons to Hastings, to arrest 
the men, who had been betrayed by their bragging to one 
another how the Dutchman wriggled wlien they had cut him 
on the backbone ; and a man-of-war and cutter lay off Hast- 
ings to receive the men.' The soldiers had strict orders not 
to allow their mission to be known ; but, the day after their 
arrival, the Mayor (who was supposed to have aided in the 
evidence) was assaulted in the town, because he would not tell 
what the sohiiers came for ; the soldiers were thereupon called 
out, and several arrests made of parties, who were conveyed 
to the Marshalsea. At the Admiralty sessions holdeu on 
Oct. 30, 1769, Thomas Phillips, elder and younger, William and 
George PhiQips, Mark Chatfield, Robert Webb, Thomas and 
Samuel Ailsbury, James and Richard Hyde, William Geary 
aliaa Justice alias George Wood, Thomas Knight, and William 
Wenham, were indicted for the piracy of " The Three Sisters," 
and capitally convicted ; and of these Thomas Ailsbury, Wil- 
liam Geary, William Wenham, and Richard Hyde, were hung 
at Execution Dock, Nov. 27. 

So great was the panic occasioned by these arrests, that a 
shopkeeper, reported to be worth £10,000, absconded on in- 
formation of having bought goods of tlie snuigglers.^ 

In 1779, it became necessary to pass another act against 
smuggling ; and, in a pamphlet making the new law known,^ 
it is stated that the practice of smuggling had made such 
rapid strides from the aca-coasts into the very heart of 
the country, pervading every city, town, and village, as to 
have brought universal distress on the fair dealer ; that the 
greater part of the 3,867,500 gallons distilled annually at 
Schiedam, was to be smuggled into England j that a distillery 
had lately been set up for making Geneva, for the same pu] 



■T hntchea, and Uien plundored, 
and Kacrwarda scultliul the ship. — I^lie 
^(JwrliKr, Not. 16, 1768. 

' Tlie man who had given informotioii 
had arrceted one of tho gang, upon which 
the other* swore lliej woidd murder llie 
inrurmant, iinloas their rolieague was re- 



leafed. — Fuille AJvertiier. 

= Fullir- Adrtrtiter, Not. 10, 1768. 

' Adviei lo lit Unwaiy, 1780. 
well-knoTfii "Sniugglera Act" was paued 
in 1736: it waa modified in 1779 and 
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pose, at Dunkirk ; that the French imported five or six mil- 
lions of pounds of tea, the greatest part of which was to be 
smuggled here;^ that the trade of Dunkirk (where, and at 
Flushing, the Sussex smugglers, so late as thirty years since, 
had regular resident agents) was mostly carried on by smug- 
glers, in vessels not only large, but so well constructed for 
sailing that seldom one of them was captured ; that in many 
places near the sea, the farmer was unable to find hands to do 
his work, whilst great numbers were employed in carrying 
smuggled goods from one part of the country to another; and 
that the smugglers paid for what they bought in cash, or by 
the illicit exportation of English wool, no other articles of any 
consequence being carried abroad by them. 

Although the illicit trade in the bulky article of wool came 
to an end with the commencement of the war of 1793, yet 
the trade in tea, silks, tobacco, and spirits continued; and, 
after the close of the war, was largely carried on. By degrees, 
tea was not easily got, and the duty on silks left little profit 
to the smuggler. Spirits, increased in value, by being some 
forty per cent, over proof, and tobacco, still, however, gave a 
profitable return, and lives were freely risked.^ 

In such a society as the Sussex, it would be improper to 
enter into any details which might involve the characters of 
persons still alive ; but I may glance briefly at some of the 
encounters which have taken place within my own time. The 
trial, for murder, and conviction at Horsham, on March 28, 
1821, of George England, a preventive man, for shooting 
"'oseph Swaiue, s fisherman of Hastings, in a scuffle, is in the 
ecoUection of many fishermen still aUve there. On Feb. 11, 
in the next year, three hundred smugglers went to Crow 
Link, near Eastbourne, to land a cargo, but were stopped by 
a signal from the sentinel ; four nights afterwards, they landed 
at Cliff Point, Seaford, three hundred half-ankers, losing only 
sixty-three and a horse. On the 13th, they attacked the sen- 
tinel at Little Common with bats;^ he, however, shot a smuggler 
with his pistol ; the boat made sail from the land, and a coach- 



' When Pitt Brat lowored the [co-dutj 
it woB merreil that tha miiuggler was ei 
gnst a rirnl wilh tlio open Imiltr, Iha 
the ka-trade wni llieii sliarcd liutwcci 
ihem Hourly equally. 



' For epiUph b PsIehBm Churchyard, 
on Dniiio! Scales, a siuuggler shut on 
Nov. 7. 17i)6, see Svttex Architol. Call. 
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nnd-six, which was waiting at the back of the beach, drove off 
empty to Pcvensey. In September, 1 824, a run was attempted 
at Bexbill, when seven smugglers, with one hundred tubs of 
spirits, were taken ; and one of the blockade-men named Welch, 
having jumped into the boat, the smugglers puUcd off with 
him, and his dead body was found on the sands in the morn- 
ing, with the head and face bruised and lacerated, In May, 
1820, a smuggling galley, chased by a guard-boat, ran ashore 
near the mouth of Rye Harbour, and opened fire on the 
guard. The blockade-men from Camber Watch-house came 
to the spot, and seized one of the smugglers, when a body of 
not less than two hundred armed smugglers rushed from 
behind the sand-hills, commenced a fire on the blockade, kill- 
ing one and wounding another, but were ultimately driven 
off witb the capture of their galley, carrying off, nevertheless, 
their wounded, Ou another occasion, four or five smugglers 
were killed whilst swimmuig the military canal at Pett-liorse 
Race, having missed the spot where it was fordable. On 
April 13, 1827, about twenty smugglers went down to the 
eastward of Fairlight ; a struggle ensued ; the smugglers 
wrested some muskets from the blockade-men, beat them 
with the butt-ends, and ran one through with a bayonet : the 
amugglers at length retreated, leaving one of their number 
dead ; another was found aftci'wards, having been ajjparcntly 
dropped by the smugglers ; a third, some distance on the 
way to Icklesham, the body scarcely cold ; the rest of the 
wounded men were carried off by their companions ; and I 
have been informed, that one of the party alone carried one 
of his fellows on his back, from the scene of the conflict at 
Fairlight to his residence at Udimore, a distance of six miles 
at least. 

Another, and nearly the last of these bloodsheddings, took 
place on Jan. 3, 1 828, near Bexhill. A bigger landed between 
that village and the little pubbc-hotise at Bo-peep ; a party of 
smugglers, armed with bats, rushed to the beach, landed the 
cargo, and made off with it in carts, on horses, and on men's 
backs, straight to Sidley Green ; here they were come up 
with by the blockade, reinforced to about forty men ; the 
armed portion of the smugglers drew themselves up in regular 
line, and a desperate fight took place. The smugglers fought 
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with sucli determination and courage, that the blockade-iucn 
were repulsed, after many had been severely bruised and thi; 
Quarter-master Collins killed. In the first volley fired by the 
blockade, an old smuggler named Smithurst was killed; his 
body was found the next morning, with his bat still grasped 
in his hands, the weapon being almost hacked in pieces by 
the cutlasses and bayonets of the blockade-men. Here again, 
as was their invariable habit, the smugglers carried safely away 
all their wounded. 

At the spring assizes at Horsham, in 1828, Spencer White- 
man of Udimore, Thomas Miller, Henry Miller, John Spray, 
Edward Shoesmith, "William Bennett, John Ford, and Stephen 
Stubberfield, were indicted for assembling armed on this mght, 
for purposes of smuggling, and were removed for trial to the 
Old Bailey, where, on April 1 0, they all pleaded guilty ; as 
did Whiteman, Thomas Miller, Spray, Bennett, and Ford, 
together with Thomas Maynard and William Plumb, for a 
like offence on January 23, 1828, at Eastbourne. Sentence 
of death was passed on all, but the punishment was com- 

. muted to transportation. They were, with three exceptions, 

L young men under thirty years of age. 

Other, but minor, affrays took place on Jan. 3, 1831, two 
miles east of Hastings, when two of the smugglers, William 
Cruttenden and Joseph Harrod, were shot dead; on Feb. 22, 
1832, at Worthing, between two hundred and three hundred 
men there assembled, when one William Cowardson was shot 
dead, and several more were carried away wounded ; and 
on January 23, 1833, at Eastbourne, when the smugglers, 
having killed the chief boatman, George Fett, formed two 
lines on each side till the cargo was run, and then left — not, 
however, without having several of their party wounded ; but 

I on no one of these occasions was any of the gang discovered. 

I The last occasion on which a life was sacrificed was. on 
April 1, 183S, when Thomas Monk, a poor fiddler of Win- 
chelsca, was shot by the coast-guard, in an affray at Camber 
Castle.' 

The Abbey ruins, the dismantled Castles,^ the " haunted " 
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houses, were all used without interruption by the smugglers,] 
as depositories for their goods. I have been present, in Sj 
house at Rye, when silks, for sale, were mysteriously pro- 
duced from their hiding-places ; and it was the custom of the 
farmers, in that neighbourhood, to favour the smugglers so 
far as to allow the gates in the fields to be left unlocked 
at night; and to broach, without a scruple, the half-anker of 
Schiedam, which was considerately left in some hayrick or 
outhouse, in acknowledgment of the farmer's accommodating 
and kindred spirit. 1 

The vignette, which shows with such spirit the end of thosaJ 
pursuits, is the work of our late most able friend J. H. Hurdis.^ 
Esq., whose talents have often adorned and enriched our I 
volumes. For the use of the plate I am indebted to the cou- , 
tinued kindness of his widow. 




COMMISSIONS OF SEWERS FOR THE 
LEWES LEVELS. 



I COMMUNICATED BY SIK HENRY ELLIS. K.H.. F.S.A,, !tc. 



Commissions op Sewees were granted from very early 
imcs, as Biackatonc exprrsses it, pro re nata, at the pleasure 
f of the Crown, A large number of these commissions, granted 
"for marshes in the district of Romney Mnrsh, and in other 
marshes in the eastern portion of Sussex, is to be found in 
Dugdale's History of Embanking, and in Mr. llolloway's His- 
tory of Romney Marsh ; as well as the ordinances framed for 
the government of that Marsh by Henry de IJntlie, a venerable 
justice in the time of Henry HI. (1258), which have been the 
model for other districts, and are declared by Ixml Coke to 
be such, that from them " all commissioners of sewers in Kng- 
land may receive light and direction," ' 

In the year 1421 (9th Henry V.), onu of these special com- 
missions of sewers was granted,' for the view nnd repair of 
the banks, &c., of the levels through which the river Ousu 
runs, "from Fleccliyng to SefordyW'A/ Mare." TlieCommia- 
sioners, as was customiiry, were named from the principal 
landed proprietors of the district, and were eleven lu number, 
viz., Robert Lord Poynings, Thonms (Nelonil) Trior of Lewee, 
John Preston, Sir John Pelham, Knt. (of Lfiughton), John 
Darell, Richard Wakehurst (of Ardingly), Hubert (txcnbngge, 
John Hall* (of Holland in liasthoathiy), .lolin Nt^lond, 'riioiiifls 



' Fourth J»tt. 370. 

" Pat. 9 Uwiry V. nt. I. m. 1 

Dgd. Imh. 211.1 c<lit. 1772, ti. 10(1 
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Hayton, and Thomas Joop, who were to perform all things 
therein according to the custom of the Marsh, and the law and 
custom of the realm. 

In the reign of Henry VI,, more general commissions of 
sewers were granted, in pursuance of au act passed in 1427, 
and continued by acta in 1439 and 1444, passed in conse- 
quence of the great danger and losses which had often hap- 
pened by the excessive rising of waters in divers parts of the 
realm, and it being likely that much greater would ensue, if a 
remedy were not hastily provided. 

At length the statute of 23rd Henry VIII. c. 5, placed this 
obvious benefit, for any county that might require it, at the 
discretion and nomination of the Lord Chancellor, the Lord 
Treasurer, and the Chief Justices; the jurisdiction of the 
Commissioners, in the individual instances, being confined to 
such county or particular district as the Commission should 
expressly name. Their duty is to overlook the repairs of 
sea-banks and sea-walls, and the cleansing of rivers, public 
streams, ditches, and other conduits, whereby any waters are 
carried off, and their powers of taxing the owners for the 
expenses are very large. In pursuance of this act, a Commis- 
sion for the whole County of Sussex was issued, Nov. 16, 
1 534,^ to the following fifty-four persons : — 



Robert (Sherburne), BUhop of Chi- 
chester. 

Henry Mautrnvera, Lord Matitrnvwa. 

George Neville, Knight, Lord Burga- 
»enny. 

Thomns West, Knt., Lord La Wair. 

John (HBmmond}, Abbot of Battell. 

Williara Fitzwilliara, Knt. 

WiUiaiB Shelley. Knt. 

Bobert (Crowham), Prior of Lewes. 

Thomas (Taylcr), Prior of Roberts- 
bridge. 

Thomas, Prior of Toityngton. 

Thomas, Prior of Michelham. 

Thomas, Prior of the Newe Priory.* 

John Oage, Knt. 

Geoffrey Poole, Knt. 

William Pelham, Knt. 



John Dawtrey, Knt. 
Bichard Shirley, Knt. 
Edward Bray, Knt. 
William Goryng, Knt. 
Harry Owen, Knt. 
John Suckvile. 
Richard Covert. 
Edward Scott. 
Thomas Devenysh, 
Giles Fenya. 
Thomas Thetehier. 
John Parker. 
John Palmer. 
John Shelley. 
John Couert, 
William Erneley. 
Richard Bellyngham. 
Richard SakvUe. 



' Ffll. 2G Henry VIII. j.l. 1 rlor 



' Of Hsslinga, removed to Wspbleton. 



FOR TIIK I-KWKS l.KVlir.S. 

Nioholaa Tufton. riiomas Oulry. 

Tliomns Shirley- Ednmnd Lewkfimr, 

Thonins Michell. John Dawtrey. 

John Shirley. John Delve. 

John Swplej. Jniuea Burton. 

Robert Oxenbridge. Edward Markewikr. 

Thomaa Agshebovnphnni. William Wybttvif. 

Witliom Cheyncy. Rioliurd CliuinliRr. 

JoLn Bellynghani. Jolui Appesley. 

John Ledys. John Stuniifj. 
John Guuther. 

I The following letter is from otie of the Commissioners {Sir 
BJohn Gage of I'irle) to Lord Cromwell,' and exemplities the 
care with which the first movement of a ConmiisBion of Stiwers 
in tlie county of Sussex was attended. From some other 
papers near it, I believe the date of year in which tlic Com- 
mission was moved may be fixed to the 2Sth Henry VIIl. 

The details are curious, at Irast so far as to show the then 
state of Lewes Level, the great pains taken to procure the 
best advice and aid, and the resistance with whicli this most 
salutary exertion for the general benefit was received by some 
of the inhabitants of the Level of Lewes. 

Right Honorable and my siuguler gooil Lord, — After iny miKt huniblo 
recommendatiuna vuto y' Lordaliip hnd, it niny pleuM yon'lo bo iidvcrtitKil 
that wher the Kyng's Heigiics hatli addresaed iiia CoiiiniyMion of SewRri 
into tliis Counte of Sussex, unil thervpon, aireording to tbii t«nar Ibei'of, the 
CommyBsioners have devydyd theym tAh into sundry partiea, at by tlieyni 
WHS thought iDOst reijuiaite and convenvviit; and among otiicr luy I'ord 
Pryoiir of Lewia, Sir William Pelharo, Gylv» Fl^nea, John Uelve, Rii^hanl 
A, Chauuiber, and I^ were lyndted to the LevcUa of I^wia and Cukmorc; 
and rornamuch as the Levell of Levrii, wherein is v.m. (2500) nere^ and odd, 
were and yet be in great rewyn Rud enntynnaUy vnder water in wyutrr, and 
for the most parte lykwyse in stmicr. wa thought it tl^Prfore convenytiut to 
sett emrstty in band with the same, and to thVnteut the thing by Gode'a 
helpe shold cum to good effecle, wold not Lukt' vpon vs to devise renieiliea for 
the same, onely vpon onr own heddea, but also dyrected a wiiraunt to the 
iherif of the said ehere ; wherrii|>on he hath impiincird itiiij" honeat and 
wise men for skewers lo the Ij^vcll of I^rwii. and niier thi« we have takyn 
Irisa of my Lord of Northfolke. who ik b great lord within the ievcll. ami 
ke the payn to eum, vewe, and se the fame, nt the whiebc lyiiie ther wiu 
asMmbled many noble folks and other wise and well eipttrt laeii, bnthe of 
knowlege of the see and lond ; and sens that tynit! the uid Duke sent thelher 
the Masler of the >taisondeiii of Dover, whose advise we have Ivkwvse badd ; 
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nnd over and above all this, my Lord Pryour of Lewis this barer, at his own 

cost and cliargc, went into Fflaundere and toke witli him Syr Edward Brtiye, 
and not only to vcwe nnd ae thiuga ther whereby ihey might lerne eipetyens, 
but also brought over with theym too the wysest men and of most e-iperyens 
that they cold hire of in thoa parties whose advyse was lykewise hard in the 
premisses ; and also we sent for him that ioned the Marshe beneath Snynct« 
Katherina,' and had his advise ; and upon all these consultacions we haie 
kept djvers water courts, and according to the acte have couaed all the lond 
that is ons in the yere drowned with ffreshe water to be vewyd by ij sworyn 
men of euery parisbe whereiu eny sudie lond lyeth ; and, vpon their present- 
ments, gevyn the same in charge to the xxiiij'' skewers, who have found the 
same loud to be within the levell, and to contryhute to suche charges as shold 
grow for the sewing of the same ; and hereupon we have, at sundry couitsi 
sett dyvers skotts as the necesseties have required, wherhy every acre ft_ 
charged at ivj"*, and in maner all the same monj levycd and imployd accorcEr 
ing to such devyees as hafe byn made, and of tlios summes that now be to 
gather, dyvers persons deny to make payment, and have made reakewes vpon 
distresses lakyn, and what tbcy wold do farther if they sbalbe attempted 1 
can not tell. Wherfore in oamucb as my Lord Pryour of Lewis, for cerlen 
busynea of hit howse, is now at London, I thought it good to advertise yo' 
Lordship summe perte of this matter by my wrytyng ; and for by cause 1 wold 
be loth to troble your Lordahipe with my long and rude w.-ytjTig, I shall most 
humbly beseche your Lordship to here him speak in the premisses, who is a 
man of such knowlege and experyens in this busynea as can much better 
declare the circumalaunce and necesaiteis of this matter unto your Lordship 
than I can put it in penn. I send the baylyf of the levell aganst whome the 
reskewes were made with this lelter, to thVntente your lordship may examyn 
hym as well of the numbre of the persons and their names, as also Iber 
demenor in doyng the same, if so it may stand with your pleasure. And 
thus the bliaaed Trynyte preserve your Lordship. Wrytyn in my power 
house at Ffirle, the xi"' day of ApriU, by your moste bowndeyne, 1 

John Gage, m 
The lliglit Honorable and my most singiiler good l^ord ' 

Syr Thomas Cromwell, Knight, Lord Cromweli and Lord Prevy Scale. 

Tliere aie, in the collection, several other letters of Sir John 
Gage ; and one relating especially to property in the Lewes 
Level.' After the dissolution, the site of the Priory, and the 
otlier possessions in and about Lewes, were granted to Lord 
Cromwell (Feb. 16, 1538), who seems to have commenced by 
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' The MarehHB eitendeH from Ihe mill 
of St. Kathurine'e, near the Tower of 
London, to tUu Chapol ol St. Itary Mat- 
f«lon ) thsnoe to tlio Cliurcli of 3t. Dun- 
■tan.inStepenLithei (hence to the Church 
of St. Leonard, ID Bromlej; theDoetolhe 
riverofLcyE; thence to IhoThamea ; snd 
thcnoe to the said mill. — ^Dugd. Iai6. £nd 
ed. p. 72. Tho Mtttsr of St. Kalliprin«'», 



from 1637-36, n-m George de Alheqiin, a 
Spamu-d, who csme over with Quein 
Kntlierina, and kks made Bislioi) of Llnn- 
dsIT in 1510, and bo contiiiued till hil 
death in 1636.— Dncarel'a Sitt. of St. 
Eatherine't, Bibliog. Srilan. vol. ii. 
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holding the lands ill his own occupation, and then to have 
changed his intention ; Sir John Gage offers to become the 
tenant of what arc still known as the Two Rhies, which 
turn out to have been the Rnbbit Warren of tlic Priory, and 
other property. The letter is without date, but was probably 
written in 153S. 

In my most humblii wise, plcaaitbe yt your Lordshyp to be advertised, tbst, 
sens t)ie wrytiiig of my last letter VDto your Lordsbyp, I was Informed tbat 
your pleas"' ys to lett to ffarrac all yo' londes nowe beyng in jo' handea at 
Lewes. My Lorde, if jour plens' so be, I wold gladly be yo* ffarmer of bothe 
the Byes nberin yo' couyea be, and the broke lyiug to the said Kyea; and 
also the feldes that lye betwcn the place and the Srjcrs, ond in lykewise tbe 
brodwater the wliicbe jo' Lordshyp bathe of my Lorde of Caunterbery. My 
Lorde, your Lordship knowjs I kepe a power bowse here, tbe whiche I haue 
good will to contynewe if my power wold extend to the same ; and yo' Lord- 
ship knowja also that I bnve a small thing to here my charges wilhall ; 
wherfore if yo' plcasyr be to lett ihca things to ffarme, I most humbly 
beseche your Lordship that I may be yo' farmer to the same before another 
man, ge»ing as another will. My Lorde, I desyer not this for covytys to 
make my selfe ricbe, but ouely to have relyve by the same for the better pro- 
vysyou of my power howse, besechiug yo' Lordahip tbat 1 maye know your 
pleasyr herein by my aeruaunte this berer j and tbat it will please yo' Lord- 
ship to take in good perte this my nide and bold wryting at this tyme. And 
thus the blessid Trynyle preserve yo' good Lordship. Wrytiu in my power 
house at Ffirley, the sviij'" daje of December, 

By yo' moste bowudeyne, John Gaoe. 
To tbe Eight Honorable and my most siiigler good Lord Cromwell 
and Lord Privy Scale. 

This letter also shows that the land of the Priory extended 
rto and adjoined the lands of the Gray Friars, whose broad- 
water had passed to the Archbishop of Canterbiu-y. 




8ELE PRIORY, AND SOME NOTICE OF THE 

CARMELITE FRIARS AT NEW SHOREHAM, AND] 

THE SECULAR CANONS OF STEYNING. 

BY THK KKV. KUWARD TURNER. 



When giving an account of the i-cuiaiiis of the Ve/us Po/in 
discovered in 1839, near Beeding {Sussex Archaol. Collect. 
Vol. 11- p. 66), my knowledge of the neighbouring Priory of 
Sele waa derived chiefly from what had already been pub- 
lished in the Movasticon and Cartwright's Rape of Bratnber ; 
but having since been obligingly permitted by the late vene- 
rable President and the Fellows of Magdalen College, Oxford, 
to inspect and make extracts from the ancient deeds and 
charters in their possession, I am now enabled to give a much 
more enlarged history of it. These very numerous docu- 
ments are, for the most part, in a legible condition ; many of 
them are original, and, thanks to the care that has been taken 
of them, the seals of some of them remain in a fair state of 
preservation, adding much to their value. But, besides the 
separate charters, there are two folio volumes of transcripts : 
one containing upwards of one hundred leaves of parchment, 
in which many other charters are entered ; and the other, of 
as many paper leaves, of a much later date, in which deeds 
are only referred to, such references being numbered and 
arranged under the heads of the parishes and places in which 
the property is situated. 

The foundation charter of the Priory of Sele, dated from 
the Church of St. George de Bocherville, in A.n. 1075, will be 
found in Dugdale's Monasticon {iv. p. 6G8), copied from a long 
roll among these records; and this, with the confirmatory 
charters of the founder's son and grandson, and two extents 
in 1324 and 1370, is all which the editors of that valuable 



work have given us. I'roiu this we learn thut it was Ibuiided 
by William de Braoae, taking his name from his residence a 
few miles south-west from Falaise, now called Briouze, wliere 
his family had been loug settled. He was one of the most 
powerful of Dnke William's Nonuan companions in his inva- 
sion of this country, and received from him the barony and 
Saxon castle uf Bramber, with forty-one manors in that part 
of Sussex — a territory nearly conterminous with the rape 
itself. In accordance with the piety of the times, and the 
example of his patron, he had already founded a priory at 
Briouze, as a cell to the ancient Abbey of St. Florfnt, at the 
place of this saint's death, in the seventh century, a quiu-ter of a 
league from Saumur, in Anjou: and in his foundation charter' 
he gives to the Church of the Martyrs, St. Gervais and Protais, 
at Briouze, the churches of Shipley [ultra mare), of St. Nicholas, 
of his Castle of Bramber {de castello meo), of Washington, and 
Ashington ; and this deed is witnessed by King William, 
Queen Matilda, Henry the Earl, Archbishop Lanfranc, 
Stigand, Bishop of Chichester, and William de Braose. He after- 
wards became desirous of establishing a monastery near his 
English residence, in connection with the same Abbey of 
St. Florent de Saumur. To accomplish this, he placed at the 
disposal of the monks of that religious house, three of whom 
were present at the signature of the grant, the four churches 
of St. Peter, at Sele ; St. Nicholas, at Bramber ; St. Nicholas, 
at Old Shoreham ; and St. Peter de Veteriponte, to enable 
them to found a priory in the immediate vicinity of his newly 
acquired castle. In obedience to his wishes, three or four 
monks were sent over, who settled themselves at Sele, where 
a suitable residence was provided for them. The place is 
named as Bedinges in Alfred's will, and Domesday ; and why 
it acquired the name of Sele is unknown. Being a cell of 
Saumur, it followed the same Benedictine rule as did the 
other cells of Saumur estabhshed in England, such as St. 
Mary, at Audover, founded by William the Conqueror ; St. 
Mary, at Monmouth, in the time of Henry I. ; and Sporle, in 
Norfolk, founded by Henry II., as Earl of Anjou. (See Alim 
Priories, by Warburton and Ducarcl, vol. ii. p. 81.) The 
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Priory Cfaiirch of Sele is generally spoken of as dedicated to 
St. Peter; but in one or two charters relating to it, I have found 
it called the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. 

Prom an Inspe.vit/iua of the Dean and Chapter of Chichester, 
we learn that all the giants to this priory, up to the year 
1151, were ratified by Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Legate of the Apostolical See, having been previously 
confirmed by Hilary, Bishop of Chichester, including the four 
churches just mentioned, and in addition that of St, Mary of 
the Port {de Portu), which is the earliest mention we have of 
the Church of New Shoreham, it having been built and given 
to the priory since its foundation. Cartwright (p. 57) thinks 
this church of much older date, and included in the grant of 
the founder, though not particularly mentioned by name, as 
being at that time no more than a chapel belonging to Old 
Shoreham; and he refers to the Taxation of Pope iNichoIas IV., 
in 12!) 1, which mentions a church at Shoreham, k-;/// a chapel; 
but this chapel could not have been the church of New Shore- 
ham: the mixed style of architecture so observable in it 
showing that it is of a date later than the first establishment 
of the Priory of Sele. Possibly, as a new town was springing 
up abont the port of Shoreham during the twelfth century, the 
spiritual wants of the inhabitants induced William de Braoze, 
grandson of the foimder, to build and give it to the Priory of 
Sele. 

The Benedictine order, to which this small priory belonged, 
prevailed very extensively among the religious houses in 
Sussex. In Saxon times, the secular clergy of this order were 
assembled in colleges founded for the purpose, and called 
prebendaries or canons — as at Bosham, near Chichester, and 
South MalUng, near Lewes.' But, under the Norman rule, 
a different arrangement was made, the endowments being 
appropriated chiefly to priors and monks, an arrangement 
which met with episcopal and royal sanction. Vnlike the 
independent Priory of LeweS; which elected its own superior, 
managed its own estates, and exercised a free jurisdiction, the 
greater part of the Sussex monasteries, including Sele, were 
cells only to some of the greater abbeys, at home or abroad, 
from which they received their instructions, by which their 

I For an act-ount of these t*-> mllfgee, see Vols. HI, p.51, and VIII. p. ISO. 
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superior and nionks were chosen, and on wliich they depended 
for their subsistence. 

The site selected for the Priory of Sele was on the north 
side of the present church, the ground on which it stood 
falling, like that of Hardhain Priory, precipitously on its west 
side to the alluvial levels of the river Adur, about twelve 
feet below it. As four, or at the most five, monks only were 
to be provided for, the buildings themselves were not very 
extensive. Of these not a vestige, I believe, now remains ; 
but from the recollection of an aged relative of mine, lately 
deceased, but who lived to attain the great age of one hundred 
years and eight months, and who knew the place previous to 
the year 17!)0, when the present vicarial residence was built, 
I have been able to collect the following particulars : — The 
vicarage-house was then a part of the ancient priory, and the 
dining-room the refectory of the monks. The house was, at 
that time, connected with the church by a cloister, and theie 
were fragments of old walls of flint and stone, and ruined 
arches, standing in and about what ia now the kitchen garden, 
lying between the house and the church. These began to be 
removed in 1786, and their total demolition was effected 
upon the erection of the present house, Many doubts exist 
as to whether the present was the original cliurch of the 
priory or not, but it appears to me not to have been bo. It 
is a plain structure, consisting of a small nave and chancel — 
the two being separated by a screen, no part having any 
pretensions to architectural notice. I'roni an indulgence 
granted, in ISOS, by " Gilbertua Enarchdiink-naia Episcopiis,"^ 
of forty days to those who should contribute towards orna- 
menting the fabric of the Church of Sele and its altars, and 
from other authentic sources, we know that attached to the 
conventual church were two chapels, one on the north, 
dedicated to St, John the Evangelist, and another on the 
south, to the Virgin ; but no traces of these two chapels 
remain. Cartwright thinks the two Early Norman arches in 
the south wall, now closed up, led formerly to a side aisle. 

' The See of BiiBglidoen, or EDiu^lidDeti, frequfnt luige of Iriih bisbops acting as 

in Irelan:!, wu subsrqueiitl; nbsorbed luSi^gaiiH to EagluhbishopiEit tliislima, 

into tli« dioc«tc of 'i'lunn. Conoeming Bed Arehaol. Jovmal, Tol. it. pp. 358-!t. 

Ihia Gilbert, who appe*ri lo hnvcaclod an Cartwright crroinwunlv iinni™ liiiu Fraii' 

4jntor to Bxaliop LaDgton, Bud the cis (pp. 2a;, mr,). 



lilt 



,I.li PRICIKV. 



Domesday meiitious two clmrclies here — alluding, probably, 
to the priory churcli as distinct from the parisli church ; and 
two churches are also mentioned in a deed, dated 1150 
{C/iarftilaiy, \i. 50), setting forth their privileges, " Scclesin 
is" Petri de Sc/e," and " M'cc/esia de Sele." Eoth may have 
gone to decay, and the present church been erected on the site 
of that of the jiriory. That the pai-ish church did not loug 
continue in a fit state for use, and that the parishioners were 
accustomed to attend the conventual one, is shown by a deed, 
among the priory records, setting forth the judgment of 
certain commissioners appointed by the metropolitan to 
decide a dispute which had arisen between them and the 
priory, as to the obligation to contribute towards the expense 
of its necessary susteututioii. The decision was that they 
were liable to the immediate reparation, when needed, of the 
nave, the belfry, the bells, the bell-ropes, and the clock, 
under a penalty of 40*.; and with this, after some resistance, 
the parishioners reluctantly complied. There is no date to 
this deed, but, as the arrangement was confirmed by Arch- 
bishop Peckham in 1283, it must have been of that period. 

Sele shared the fate of other alien priories in this country, 
by having its revenues seized by the Crown during the French 
wars of Edward 111. and Henry V. (Rymer, Fcedera, 12th 
Edward 111.) These and other exactions reduced the priory 
at times to much distress, but it was made denizen in 139(), 
by letters patent of Richard 11., upon the payment of a sum 
of £40 into the Kiug's hanaper, and the prior and monks 
agreeing to pay eleven marks annually to the Abbey of St. 
Florent of Saumur, as an acknowledgment for, and in lieu of. 
the dependence from which it was thus released. In 1459, 
Waynflete, Bishop of Whichester, obtained its annexation, as 
well as that of the Priory of Selbounie, in Hampshu'e, to 
Magdalen College, Oxford, which he had just founded ; tin; 
college, at that time, being inadequately endowed for so large 
an establishment. The process of impropriation may be found 
fully set forth in White's Historic of SeJbourne. The suppres- 
sion of these two priories, and the appropriation of tJieir 
revenues to Magdalen College, were confirmed by a bull of 
Pope Innocent VIIl. ; and also, as far as Sele Priory was 
concerned, at a Inter period, by Richard. Duke of York, second 
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Pson of Edward IV., who had previously disputed the right of 
r the college to the property thus obtained, maintaining that it 
cither belonged to the King, as heir of the line of the founder, 
or to himself, in right of his wife Anne, heiress of her grand- 
father, John Duke of Norfolk, the undoubted patron of the 
priory. Upon the claim being referred to commissioners, 
specially appointed by the King, it was decided, however, in 
favour of the college. Bishop VVaynflete died a few months 
after. 
I That the irregularities of some of the later priors of this 
pfcouse, as well as its diminished revenues, tended to bring 
about its early dissolution, we have abundant evidence to 
show. Those whose delinquencies were the most scandalous 
and notorious were the four last priors : — William Lewis, 
John Grig, and two priors of the same name, though in no 
way related to each other — Ralph Allcyne and Richard 
AUeyne. Among the records in the Episcopal Registry, at 
Chichester, there are accounts of two visitations of this priory, 
made by Bishop Praty, one in October, 1441, and the other 
in the January following. On the first occasion, four monks 
appeared in obedience to the citation — William Lewis, the 

prior; John Lewis, John Grigge, and Harper. Some 

of the irregularities complained of appear in the Episcopal 
Injunctions which were the result of the visitation : — That the 
common seal' of the house be kept under the security of two 
keys, one to be in the possession of the prior, and the other 
in that of the senior monk; that the prior refrain from 
granting any more corrodies, under pain of deposition ; and 
that he render a faithful account of the receipts and expendi- 
ture of the house before the seniors of the chapter once in 
every year, under a penalty of 100s., to be applied to the 
' support of the fabric of their church. 

'rhe second inquiry was made by the bishop in the course 

► of a general visitation of his diocese, which, as it took place 

[in winter over bad roads, was a work of no ordinary labour. 

;Scc Rape of Brambcr, p. 355 ; Sussex Collect. IX. 9.) On 

bis return from the more eastern parts of bis diocese, he passed 



' For tijo strict manner in irbuih a mo- 
s direclod to be ki-pt, and 
at'}ucCi arieing from n contrary 



ir»e, aee " Itjunetioiu ghen to tkt Prior 
i Comuent of Serarore'' i.i>. JEIB, 
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January 25th nt Lewes, nnd on Friday, the 26th, dined at 
Brighthclmstone and slept atSele, which he visited the follow- 
ing day, going on to Broadwater for his Sunday's halt. Fonr 
monks again nppeareil, but Harper's place was then filled hy 
John Twyford. Other charges were now bronght against the 
Prior Lewis : — \. That he was seldom present at the celebra- 
tion of matins : — 2. That he often left the church without 
bread and wine, so that the monks could not celebrate the holy 
euchariat so often as they wished : — 3. That he was guilty of 
the grossest personal vice : — 4. That by symoniacal means he 
had obtained the dignity of Prior : — 5. That he alone had the 
custody of the common seal : — 6. That through hia negligence, 
the daUy mass of the Ulcsscd Virgin was omitted: — 7. That 
he wasted and consumed the goods of the house, and had run 
it greatly into debt. After a full investigation of these charge, 
the evidence in support of which fills two folios of the register, 
he was pronounced guilty, and a sentence of deprivation was 
issued against him by Walter Eston, canon of Chichester, 
the bishop's commissary in the matter. This investigation 
took place in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary, upon the 
bridge at Brambcr. 

John Grigge, his successor, was charged principally with 
wastefulness and extravagance. During the fourteen years he 
was Prior of Selc, he ia represented as having consumed, and 
not replaced, or, in the terms of the accusation, " devoured 
11 shcpe, 26 draught oxen, 80 young wether beaates, 80 
BwjTie, 10 pounds in honey, 2 raacers hounde with sylver un- 
covered," together with many salts, chalices, and cmcts of 
silver, granges full of com, the household furniture, carts, &c., 
besides running the house into debt more than 300 marcs, and 
reducing the revenue to £8. (Cartwright, p. 230, xxxvi.) The 
Bishop of Chichester prevented further diminution, by at once 
aequt'stering the remainder of the property. 

John Grigge seems to have persisted in the office of prior, 
in spite of its annexation to the newly founded college at 
Oxford ; and whatever may have been his faults, for fourteen 
years, from the 2fith Henry VI. 1446-7, to the 2nd Edw. IV. 
1463 (see Cartwright, page 230, xxxvi.), he may have consi- 
dered the surrender of his convent illegal as well as inexpe- 
dient, and may have felt jnslified in resisting it. After the 
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bishop's interference, however, he resigned in favour of Uatph 

Alleyii, a monk of the house, whose delinquencies were still 

more bold and glaring. As his predecessor hnd disposed of 

the greater part of the goods of the house, and had encumbered 

it with debts, Ralph Alleyn turned liia attention to an aliena- 

I tion of its lands; to facilitate whicli, he forged a conventual 

ial, which he carried about with him wherever he went, and 

Wed for this purpose; end deeds ratified by impressions of 

'Gm spurious seal, occur among the Magdalen Archives, A 

representation of the evil consequences of this havuig been 

made to the bishop, he issued an injunction, directed not only 

►to the vicar of Sele, but to all rectors and curates throughout 
fais diocese, to be read publicly iu their several churches during 
divine service, on Sundays and holidays. This is dated Am- 
berley, Febniary 15, 1463, and denounces " Raffe Aleyne, 
pretending himself Priour of the Priory of Sele," as having 
forged a new convent seal, without his license, and bearing it 
about with him at his pleasure, in order to alienate the goods 
and livelihood of the priory. 

It will be observed that the bishop does not acknowledge 
Ralph Alcyn to be lawfully prior, and he had but just suc- 
ceeded to the office ; so that this charge of forging a seal may, 
perhaps, be interpreted as a protest against the legal use of 
any seal at all, after the annexation of the priory in 1459 to 
Magdalen College. The prior and monks of Sele evidently 
resisted this transfer, and refused to surrender the priory to 
the new claimants. It was owing to this obstinacy, indeed, 
which law could not overcome, that Magdalen College did not 
obtain possession of Sele for fifteen years after the grant by 
Waynflete, not until July, 1471. Indeed, although we find 
John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, as patron of Sele, formally 
giving up all his rights to William dc Waynflete, on August 3, 
1459 (Cartwrigbt, p. 230, XXXV.), and that bishop immediately 
appropriating the priory to his own college, yet even as late 
as February 20, 1479, the King's Conned found it necessary 
to make a declaration, adjudicating the right to Magdalen 
College (Cai'twright, p. 34, Ix.) ; and the Bishop of Chichester's 
final confirmation is dated Dec. 11, 1480. The conventual 

IBcal of John Grigge, and the disputed one of Ralph Alleyn, 
httving been engraved for Cartwriglit's liapc of Brnmhi-r, 
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pnge 235, the use of the plate has been obligingly pennitted 
by Mr. W. E. Baxter, of Lewes, the present proprietor of 
tliat valuable work. The tlianks of the Society arc also tine 
to him for a similar use of the woodcut of the Pcshalc seal, in 
page 119, 

Ralph Alleyn having been dismissed from his office by 
Bishop Story, the administration of the affairs of the priory 
was intrusted to Richard Alleyne, who had been a monk of 
Battle Abbey. It was alleged afterwards in the articles exhi- 
bited against Richard AUeyne, in 1473, that he had obtained 
the bishop's sanction to his election aa prior in March, 1463, 
by promising a bribe of £10 a year to Thomas Tofts, and that 
he afterwards agreed to resign in 14G4, receiving twenty marcs 
from Ralph Alleyn, who was to succeed him as prior ; that on 
the said Ralph's resignation, March 3, 1407, he again became 
prior, by again bribing Thomas Tofts ; and though the monks 
of the priory, J, Gryg, I. London, J. Lewys, and R. Gryg, 
had not been summoned to the election, he acted as prior for 
eight years, wasting the property of the house, and suffering 
all buildings to fall into decay, and, moreover, that he unjustly 
detained the priory from the President and Fellows of Mag- 
dalen College, after it had been assigned to them and annexed 
to their house. The Pope had issued a bull, February 8, 1472, 
confirming the right of the college ; but Richard Grig, who 
atone held possession of the priory, refused to give it up ; and 
the Pope was obliged to issue another bull, on Christmas Day, 
1473, appointing commissioners to examine into Richard 
Aleyn's conduct. {See Cartwright, p. 231, xliv.) A definitive 
sentence in July, 1474, at length deprived "Richard Aleyn, 
styling himself Prior of Scle," and condemned him to pay the 
costs of the suit {p. 233, xlvii.). The bishop had made pre- 
viously, April 15, 1466, an inefiectual attempt to discharge 
Richard Aleyn, and committed the care of the priory to John 



I 



>Joy, prior of Boxgrove, and Ivo Darrcll, rector of East ^M 

Lavaut, on condition of allowing him sufficient pension for his ^M 

sustenance (p. 230, xxxix.). ^| 

Two inventories of the goods of this house, taken, the one in 
1412, and the other in 1470 (Cartwright, p. 227, xxix., and 

p. 229), are interesting, as showing not only what the funiiture ^, 

^L of a small religious house consisted of, both as to quautity and ^H 
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kind, but how great the wastefulness and extravagance of 
tlicse four priors must liave been during tlmt period. At the 
time the last was made, the income of the house was rcductd 
to £60. 98. 3rf. 

In 1480, one monk only remained, then receiving a pension ; 
and the house was unoccupied until 1493, when it was appro- 
priated to the use of the Carmelite Friars of Shoreham, whose 
house had been founded by John de Mowbray, whose mother, 
AJiva, was daughter and one of the coheiresses of WiUiam de 
Braoze. Of this order there were but two houses in Sussex — 
this at Shoreham, and another at Chichester. At the time these 
friars removed to Sele, their house at Shoreham was not only 
falling into a state of decay, but in danger of being entirely 
washed away by the sea, which had made considerable inroads 
upon it. Here they remained until their final dissolution in 
the year 1544. 

Of these friars and then: house, previous to their removal 
to Sele, but httle is known. Possibly a deeper search among 
the Magdalen archives than I was able to make, at Oxford, 
might have led to the discovery of the ehartulary of their 
house, which, doubtless, would be removed to Sele with the 
friars themselves. From the documents incidentally met with 
among the Sele records, we learn a little of their endowment. 
By a deed, dated Shoreham,1330, John Kinge8wode,of Findon, 
a considerable landed proprietor, gave them a tenement, with 
a house standing upon it, in the villc of New Shoreham, which 
he held under the Temple. In this deed they are addressed 
as " Rcligiosis viris ordinis Beata; Maria; dc Monte Carmeli, 
apud Novam Shoreham, in couiitatu Sussex, commorantibus." 
This tenement had the house of Simon Crabwych on the south 
side of it, and that of Robert Plerryngs, and otlier houses, the 
property of John de Blaker,^ and John de la Knanc, John lo 
Ferur, and Simon Trenchmere, on the west ; and the mai^sh 
of the Templars, called "le Temple Stead," to the north and 
cast. The seal which is appended to this deed is of red wax, 
and in a very perfect state. On the face of it is the impres- 
sion of a squii-ret, with tail erect, clinging to a leafless branch, 

' No doubt an anwrtor of the ancient of whom, Jolin le Blakope, is nturnoJ in 

fsmilf of Bliitor, who originated at Shore- an asaiie roll datod 1279, as a dofaullvr, 

lixoi, but who, ill moif modern timi», re- for eclliug whi» ooiilrary (o IhB uiiiio. 
sided at Kingston and PortibHle, and one 
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and at the back "S* lONIS DG KINGesWODe." Nigel dc 
Cotubcs, Robert Mitchell, John do Bokyngham, were among 
the witnesses to this grant; and William de Northo, who 
founded a chantry in 1319, in the north transept of Edburton 
Church. (Cartwright, p. 239.) Kingeswode also gave theiu, 
at Christmas, in the same year, by the hands of then- prior, 
brother Nicholas dc Bcdinges, sis marks sterhng of good and 
lawful money, in addition to twelve marks due to him upon 
the ])urchase of the house above alluded to. The separate 
deed for this gift has the same seal. 

Whether the houses of the two establishments of Carmelite 
I'Viars and Knights Templars in Shoreham, were near to each 
otiier or not, we have now no means of discovering, all know- 
ledge of their sites having long passed away ; but when the 
Templars were suppressed, their property there passed into 
the hands of the friars. In 1292, Brother Guido de Forests, 
grand master of the Knights Templars in England, with the 
full consent of the chapter of his house, granted to John Lote 
and Matilda his wife, the lease of a tenement, with a chapel, 
in New Shoreham, c^ed " le Temple," so long as they should 
pay to the Templars at Scddluscombe 20s., and shoidd keep 
the tenement and the chapel in a good state of repair. This 
tenement and house were evidently tlic same which were let 
in 1253, on the same terms, to William Bisshop. (Sec Suascv 
Arch. Coll. IX. p. 236.) This deed is witnessed by some of 
(he brothers of the order, including Thomas de la Fennc, pre- 
ceptor of Shcpclc; Thomas de Bray .William de Mere,chaplnin8; 
Brian de Saye, John de Kirkstone, Roger de Boiling, John Fitz- 
John, brolhcrs, The seal is circular, and of green wax, with 
the impression of the arms of the Knights T'emplars — a lamb, 
with its head encircled in glory, holding a flag, upon the top 
of the staff of which is impressed a cross, around which is 
"^ SIGILLVM TeMPLI," and at the back is a small head, 
the inscription of which is quite illegible. This house and 
chapel, Matilda, who is called in the deed of gift " de Tempio," 
gave, after the death of her husband, " to God and the blessed 
Mary, and the Canuehtc Friars at Shoreham." The deed is dated 
133(}, and witnessed by John de Yfeld, W. Petyt of Crauley, 
Thomas Moraunt, and Richard Scrle; both the latter of Shore- , 
ham, which place was represented m Farliameut by ] 
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bearing their names in 13-2C and 1300. The grant was con- 
finned by Tboraas Larcher, prior of the Hospitallers, by a deed 
quoted in Vol. IX. ]).237. The seal is of green wax, on which 
is impressed a very bold and beautifid face of our Saviour; all 

that remains of the legend is " PRIOR NGLIA." 

There is also an imperfect deed of Ralph, vicar of Shorehani, 
having reference to the same Carmelite Friars, but in what 
way cannot well be made ont. The seal is oval, and of green 
wax, and the impression a small foliated cross, with the letters 
" R^D " under it, and round the seal " * SINGNVM ecce 
CRVCIS." Another, not very legible deed, but, as far as it 
can be read, having some reference to the removal of these 
friars to the abandoned Priory of Sele, has a seal of red wax, 
on which is the impression of a bird, with expanded wings, 
fmd head turned back, and the motto, " VAV A VAV." 
Tile Chapel of St. John, at Shoreham, called "le Temple, is pro- 
bably that which Cartwright confounds with New Shoreham 
Church. It had been a source of dispute between the Templars 
and Sele (see Vol. IX. p. 236), and continued to be so when 
the Hospitallers succeeded them, and complained that tliis 
chapel was a serious injury to them, as patrons of the church 
of New Shoreham. This dispute having been referred to the 
bishop, the precentor, and the prior of Soutliwyke in Ilanip- 
sliire, it was by them decided that the Hospitallers should no 
longer appoint one of their own order to officiate as a priest in 
this chapel, but should nominate to the ordinary for the time 
being a secular clerk, to be by him appointed to minister in it, 
but without detriment or loss to the parish church, which was 
to retain all its ancient rights and privileges ; nnd the same 

t canonical obedience was to be paid to the Bishops of Chichester, 
by the chaplain, as was due from the incumbent of the pai'ish 
ehiirch. To a fulfilment of this decree each jiarty was bound 
under a penalty of 100s. The seal of this deed of arrange- 
ment remains in a perfect state ; it is of dark green wax, oval 
in shape, 3 inches in breadth by 2| in width ; the impression 
is a building, in the ecclesiastical style of architecture, under 
which are the words "TPPLU S' IVSTICie," with a cross 
at each end of them, and around the seal "SIGILLVM ; 

kSANCTe : CICeSTRGNSIS : CCCLesie:" This decision 
was subsequently confirmed by the Dean and Chapter of Chi- 
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Chester, and by all the parties interested in it. The deed of 
confirmation has two seals, both round, and of white wax : 
on the face of one is the figure of an ecclesiastic, with a staff 
in one hand and a Bible in the other, and at the back a bead, 
apparently of oui- Blessed Saviour, with this motto, " •$« FIDG- 
LIS IN DOMINO;" on the other is the half-length portrait 
of a bishop, with a pastoral staff, the inscription being broken 
away. 

Besides the projierty already mentioned, the Carmelite 
Friars possessed three roods of land in the meadow of Bur- 
stall, as proved by no less than five deeds extant, tracing it 
down from William Brum, in whose possession it was in 1295, 
through Robert Lindon and Thomas Thuniiaston, to Richard 
Stapleton, the donor. In the earliest of these deeds its situa- 
tion is represented as near the land of Amicia le Wayte, and 
as running from that belonging to the Hospital of St.John the 
Baptist, probably belonging to the Templars, to the water's 
edge {u^que ad aquam). Robert de Lindon also gave to the 
Carmelite Friars a meadow adjoining this land. By her will, 
dated 1340, Margaret Covert, of Sullington, bequeathed to the 
CarnieUte Friars of Shoreham one quarter of wheat and two 
quarters of barley, and 15*. for six trentals, for the souls of 
her late husband, Sir John Covert, herself, and others related 
to them. — (Cai'twright, p. 120). 

The property with which the Priory of Sele was endowed 
was not at any time very considerable, but at the time of its 
appropriation to Magdalen College it had been reduced more 
than half. To the founder's gifts of four churches to enable the 
Abbey of St.Florent to found Sele, I have already alluded; this 
was confirmed by his son Philip, both on his departure for and 
on his return from Jerusalem, and by his grandson William. It 
was also confirmed liy Bishop Seffrid, who invokes an anathema 
on all those that should attempt to violate it, as well as hy Arch- 
bishop Theobald and by the Dean andCbapter. The foundation 
charter and all the gifts, up to this time, were farther confirmed 
i)y King Henry I., and Philip, the founder's son, Tliey were 
tdso sanctioned, at a later period, by Reginald de Braoze (whu 
died in theyeai-1222),for the souls of William his father, Matilda 
de Haia his mother, his brothers William and Giles Bishop of 
Hereford, his own, and those of his wife Grisdda de Hmcre, 
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and their children. The very iatereating seals appended to this 
deed and that of the founder, as well as many other seals of 

^^ this priory, are engraved byCartwright, in his Hope of Bramber, 

Hp.l73. 

^^P But, notwithstanding the anathcmii denounced by Bishop 

^" Sefl'rid and the founder on such as should attempt to deprive 
the monks of any of his gifts, an eiideavour was made, soon 
after the foundation of their house, by Nicholas, a priest, to 
show that the churches of Southwick and Bramber did not 
belong to tliem. The matter was l)rought to issue before the 
court of the Lord Philip de Braoze, sitting at Washington, and 
the certificate of his having failed in his proof is attested by 
Buci the sheriff, Robert Salvage, W. Halsard, W. Bishop, 
Almeric de Laci, Edwyn de Anningdon, and others. About 
this time William, the son of Philip de Braoze, exchanged with 
the monks the rent of one virgate of land, in his manor of 
Bedinges, for 40 acres {/res solidutas et decern denariatas 
terre), part of his park of Kneppe, given to them by William 
de Bernehus, paying theui, in addition, 5«. annually. He also 
gave them in perpetuity \id., to purchase a light to burn before 
the altar of St. Peter, for the salvation of the souls of himself 
and his wife, and of those belonging to or in any way connected 
with him. The first witnesses to this deed are Philip his brother, 
and Odo de Damartyn his grandson, members of the Braoze 
family, not noticed in Cartwright's pedigree, and W. Bernehus, 
Robert de Tregoz,' W. de Hivetaus, Thomas de Monzcaus, Wil- 
liam, parson of Bradewater, and Godfrey de Bedinges. To the 
monks of St.Florent he gave the land at Shoreham, of Ulnare 
the clerk, which Saracenus formerly hold, seizin being given to 
David, a monk of the house, in the presence of his court. This 
gift, the deed states, he and his brother Philip made at the altar 
of St. Peter, in the Church of Sele (a significant mode of dedi- 

I eating the benefactions of the pious to God and the church), in 
the presence of Richard de More, a Cluniac monk ; Robert Sal- 
vage, Simon le Count, Augo de Cumbes, Wilham Buci, W. and 
Nicholas Bernehus, and others. He also gave to the monks 
of the Priory of Sele, in honour of the blessed Mother of God, 
'ft 
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a bouse (imam matisuram), situated on the norlh side of the 
Churcli of St. Mai-y at Sliorehniii, free of all customary pay- 
ments. The first witness to this deed of gift is WiUiani the 
prior, by whose counsel and advice it is particularly stated, 
the business was entered upon, nnd brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion; nlsoanacrcnf land in tlievill of BidHngtoii, called , 
"Ableacre." He confirmed to them the wliole of his bridg 
at Bramber; and gave them five saltpans and three vassi 
{trva homines), with their lands ; and also a mill and all tl| 
fisheries from Old Shorehaiu to Beduey. Although other niei 
bers of the founder's family were, we may reasonably suppi 
interred in the Priory Church of Sele, this William de Brt 
the founder's grandson, is the only one recorded to have I 
buried there. That he was a man of a very haughty and vin 
dictive temper, and guilty of high crimes and misdcmeaiioun 
as he is said to have been, seems inconsistent with the pio^ 
and goodness which his munificence to this and other religi' 
houses, both at home and abroad, displays. 

The next benefiictor of the Braoze family, was John, the 
son of William, the fourth in descent from the founder, who 
was killed by an accidental fall from his horse at Bramber, in 
1232, By a deed, dated 1220, after reciting the grants of the 
founder, he gave to the monks of Sele the tithes of his demesne 
lands, both great and small, in Findon, Clayton (a farm still so 
called in Washington) Washington, Buddington, Kingsbames, 
Bramber, Bidelington, Anningdone, and Ilazlehoit; of his 
villenagc of Southwicke and Brembledon; of three pieces of 
arable land in Southwicke ; of Yhurst ; of de Veteriponte ; 
and of ail moneys arising from New Shoreham, and from the 
rents of his whole barony of Bramber; and from the pannage 
and herbage of all his lands in Bramber ; also three weighs of 
cheese (2561b. each) {tres pesos casei) in the vill of Bramber ; 
timber for building purposes, and brushwood for fuel ; pan- 
nage for their swine and other animals in his woods and 
pastures in his barony of Bramber, and five saltpits ; both the 
bridges of Bramber, and three vassals with their land, situated 
on the east side of the little bridge, and five messuages next 
the greater bridge of Bramber to the west ; and a sufficiency 
of timber for their completion from his woods and forests ; 
also for their sustenance, the mill and fisheries, and all profits 
that can ])ossibIy arise from the water at Bramber ; sis houses 
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at the port of Shoreham free from tallage, &c., and the fourth 
part of the fairs held there; also tLc tithe of such land as had 
been recently cleared of wood. The deed also confirmed all 
the previous grants of his ancestors, and gives permission to 
his homagers, or those that held lands or houses under him, 
to bestow on the priory, for the use of the monks, anything 
they might feel disposed to give. Among the attestmg wit- 
nesses are Robert Salvage, W. Bemehus, Robert Boneth of 
Steyning, John le Count, Hugh de Cumbes, Robert de Buci, 
Henry de Wiateiieston, Adam Talcurteys, Robert le Faulconer; 
John de Buckynghani, at this time seueschal to Lord John de 
Braosc; Adam, and Swetman, of Bedinges, 

All the grants up to this time were confirmed by Ralph, 
Bishop of Ciiichoster, and the Dean and Chapter. Besides the 
grants of the churches of Selc and New Shoreham, which was 
appropriated to the priory in the year 1397, by letters patent 
of the 21st of Richard 11., pensions are mentioned which the 
prior and monks were accustomed to receive from the churches 
of Old Shoreham and Bramber ; and the tithes of the parishes 
of Suthwicke, Old Shoreham, Bramber, St. Peter de Veteri- 
poute, Wasshington {which Philip de Braoae had exchanged 
for Shipley), Esshyngton, Syremanburie, Findon, Thacheham, 
Durrington,' Cloppham, Horsham, Hechengefeld, Sillington, 
Wistenestone, and Staninges ; of the pannage of St. Leonard's 
Forest, and of Crochurst, all which they had peaceably pos- 
sessed. They were also subsequently confirmed, in J 247, by 
Richard de la Wych, then Bishop of Cliichester. 

William de Braoze, the son and heir of John, was the next 
benefactor of this family, who, for the salvation of hia own 
80ul, and the souls of liis wife Agnes, of Johu his father, and 
Margaret his mother, and of all his predecessors and succes- 
sors, gave to the monks 229 acres of the land, with its 
appurtenances at Crochurst, in the parish of Horsham, as then 
fenced iu. The different parts of this land, and their quanti- 
ties, ore very minutely described in the deed, as well as the 
name of each piece, and of tlie person by whom it was originally 
enclosed and cultivated. This land was given to tliem in 
exchange for an annual rent of ten marcs, which the monks 

' Tlioro is no longar ■ church at Dur- maine. For an Recount of i(,HvHii(>e;'t 
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A BiniJl portion oF tho church only re- 
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were accustomed to receive as tithe accruing in the vill of 
Shorehaiu, from the hands of his bailiff there ; also, the liberty 
of fishing in his water as far as the bridge of Bramber ; and, 
when the bridge from any cause became impassable, a boat to 
carry over their men and cattle ; also, an annual customary 
rent of 5«., paid by David dc Stanford for the land held of 
him, called Stanford in "Wcslgrinstead, which he had already 
given to them, with pasturage for their cattle in the Forest of 
St. Leonard's ; also, certain land near the park of Bewbush, 
and other land adjoining Crochurst, free from the payment 
which William de Changeton conceded in fee to him, and of 
all service to the King. The deed ia dated Knappe, 1237, and 
witnessed by W. de Wisteneston, Robert Boneth, Richard de 
Braose, Ralph de Broc.W. de Covert, Thomas Ic Tayllyer, Hugh 
de Buci, Robert de Burdeville, Michael de Cumbe, Philip Tal- 
curtcys, Godfrey de Bray, Simon de Hortune, clerk, and others. 
This gift of David de Stanford was afterwards confirmed by 
William dc Braoze. Besides the family of the founder, other 
benefactors were not wanting, among whom {to omit many 
smaller gifts) the following may be mentioned, in chronolo- 
gical order, as far as their dates can be ascei-tained : — Robert, 
son of William de Thornle, who gave to the blessed Peter and 
the monks of Sele all the land which he had in Aimingdon by 
inheritance from his uncle, William de Mandeville, together 
with the capital messuage and garden belonging thereto, with 
all its rights and privileges, and all his right and claim in the 
land which the Lady Bibeheres held in the same vill in dower, 
and all escheats and issues at any time arising in the some 
vill by the death of any of his tenants. The first witness to 
this deed is William de Braoze, whom he designates as " my 
Lord"; after whom follow, Walter de Clifford, Henry de SuUia, 
W. de Wisteueston, William de Covert, Ranulf de Broc, Hugh 
de Buci, Robert de Bordcville, Michael de Cumbe, Andrew de 
Lychpole, William le Dunz, W. Scyrett, and others. — Walter 
de Burlunz gave to the same monks, for himself and his 
heirs, all his right and claim in a messuage, with its appurte- 
nances, formerly held of them in the vill of Shermanbury. It 
is described as situated between the land of John Beauchamp 
to the north, and the shop {skopjmm) of the prior and monks 
to the south. This gift his widow afterwards continued, 
charging it with an annual payment of 4*, to herself for hor 
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life, and after her decease to her son and his heirs for their 
lives. — William Palliiigcr, a foniier vicar of Sele, gave to his 
successors in the same office, land measuring 103 yards in 
length, and 31 in width, in the vill of Bedinges, with the 
buildings thereupon lying on the west side of the house of 
Robert de Blake. Ralph de Audeii gave to the mouks a 
moiety of the titlies of his assarts lately made in Clopham, and 
of all his lands aforetime under plough and tillage ; also a 
saltpit at Anningdou ; John de la Kncppe and Emma, the 
daughter of Philip Hoel, his wife, a meadow at Kneppe; 
Philip de Brembre, an annual i-cnt-chai'ge of 'is., issuing out 
of an acre of land in Bidlington ; John le Turner, six acres of 
land at Crochurst, lying in three pieces, north of the land of 
Godfrey de Crochurst, and south of the highway leading to the 
house of Simon Terry ; John de Flaxland, a small piece of land 
to the north of the King's highway, leading from the village to 
the Marsh of Bedinges ; Alicia de Colville, 28. rent in the vil! 
of New Shoreham, which she purchased of Robert Odo ; Ralph 
le Clerc ' of Anningdou, her tenant, and Alicia his wife, in con- 
sideration for the payment of thirty pieces of silver, three acres 
of land in Old Shoreham. William de Colville, Prior of Sele, on 
the day of the anniversary of his father and mother, gave to God 
and the Convent of St. Florent, to enable them duly to celebrate 
it, one mark of silver annually as a pittance, to be paid out of 
the proceeds of his land at Bynam, in Ashurst, purchased of his 
predecessor. Ralph de Mandeville confirmed ail the gifts of 
tithes arising from Anningdou, which his ancestors had made, 
namely, 2*., ten ambraa^ of salt, half a weigh of cheese, and all 
the tithes of com land. William de Lancinges gave to the 
Church of St. Peter, at Sele, the land which he had at the 
port of Shoreham, and which formerly belonged to Grimbald, 
the son of Bonard. This gift is stated to have been made 
when, with the full consent of William de Braoze, he gave up 
his son Robert to the prior, to be instructed by him in the 
rule of the blessed Peter. Margery, relict of Richard Bruni- 
man, of Shipley, released to the monks all her right in, and 
title to, certain lands held by her late husband in Crochurst. 
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A family of the nnnie of Byae, no doubt the ancient ov* 
of Byries, in West Grinstcad, were also benefactors to tbel 
Priory of Selc. Amia de Hyac, daughter of Roger de Byna, J 
gave to Ihe monks the land at Strcte ' [Strata), in the pari^J 
of Shejiclc, which was given her is libero marritaffio, and' I 
which was formerly held in vitlenage by Godfrey de Strete; I 
also Godfrey de Strete himself, her native, with all his goods, j 
and chattels; Julyana, the wife of Philip de Byne, all her.] 
lands and tenements in Byne, in the parish of West Grinstead; 
and Jacob do Byne, who was one of the jurors in making the 
Nome return for West Grinstead, a right of way through hia 
field, called " Hamniesfcld," to the land called " Morgen 
Mead," which had been given to the monks by his sister 
Anna, to enable thcui to get to it for the purposes of cuttiv»- I 
tion, and to bring away the produce. Others of this family I 
were also benefactors to the priory, and the names of Bine 1 
Farm, Bine's Bridge. Prioi-s'Bine, still preserve their memory I 
in the locality. \ 

Jordan, the son of Jordan, gave a mill at Burton. John de I 
Uhinrd, of Crocliurst, gave nine acres of land at Crochurst, I 
lyuig between the King's highway leading from the gate 
called Woodgate, towards Horsham to the west, and his own 
land to the east : the witnesses were, Robert Bordeville» 
Walter Bernehus, Matthew de Apslye, Godfrey de Lotenhurst, 
Henry de Eryngham, John de la Denne, Simon de Colestaple, 
and others. The Prior and Monks of Sele granted to Henry 
du 111 Quarere two virgatcs of land, with pasture in Anningdoii, 
upon condition that he paid to them 10«. towards the anni- 
versary of the prior, on the day on which he died. I 

Besides the preceding deeds, which are in Latin, there 
are a few in French, the earliest of which is of the date of 
IJdward I., and the latest of Edward VI. They are, for the 
most part, warrants issued at different times by William de 
Braoze and John de Mowbray to the stewards of Bramber, 
and other parties concerned, to pay over money to the Prior and I 
Monks of Sele, in satisfaction of divers complaints, or any claimsi I 
they may have upon their estates. Among these are enume-^,1 
rated the tithes of underwood of all their Forest of St. Leonard's, \ 
and of colts falling witliin it; also timber for the sufficient-^ 
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reparation of the priory, Tliere is also a mandate in the same 
language, dated 8rd of Edward III,, Jan. 4, 1330, from 
Richard de Pechale, lord of the hononv of Brniiiber and 
Gower, who had married OUva, the widow of John dc Mow- 
bray, and heiress of Wilham de Braoze, to 
his officers, to pay to the monks the ar- 
rears of Deandeniera due to them, the 
tenth, that is, of his rents and herbage in 
Bedmg, Findon, Horsham, Breuibre, and 
Kneppe, On the curious seal of Richard 
de Peshale, which still remains attached to 
the original deed in the Magdalen Col- 
lege Archives, the lady's arms are seen 
borne upon his own, in an escutcheon of pretence. 

The records abundantly show that the monks of Sele were 
frequently involved in disputes, arising from a variety of 
causes, among which may be specially noticed, the uncertain 
tenure of land, and ill-defined boundaries, which naturally 
engendered strife; and, as additional lands were brought into 
cultivation, other questions regarding the tithes of such lands 
arose in the parishes over which the prior and monks exercised 
the rights of patronage. There was also a growing feeling of 
dislike to the arbitrary exercise of power which religious 
houses were beginning to display. But, perhaps, the moat 
fertile source of dispute was a measure which was intended to 
put, as far as possible, an end to such differences. I allude 
to the ordaining and endowing vicarages in the thirteenth 
century. For some time, the secular clergy had been loud in 
their complaints against the monasteries for appropriating the 
corn tithes of their parishes, although, as an excuse for their 
doing so, the sanction of the Papal See was pleaded. Some of 
the petitions claiming such tithes are in the Episcopal Registers 
at Chichester, in which various reasons are assigned in extenu- 
ation of requests so palpably unjust, the most nsnal of which, 
in this maritime county, were the expenses incurred by hospi- 
tality to strangers, and damage sustained by irruptions and 
encroachments of the sea, by tire, or by loss of crops through 
bad seasons. By whatever cause, however, such exactions 

I were justified, they were severely felt by the secular clergy, 
piey were often compromiBed by the establishment of annual 
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In a dispute between the prior and monks of Scle and tlie 
vicar of 'i'eriing, about the expense of collecting and housing 
the tithes of Durrington, a hamlet of that parish, a moiety of 
which Robert Savage had given to the priory soon after its 
foundation, it was determined, with the full approbation and 
concurrence of Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, the patron, 
that the tithes of the whole parish should be collected and 
housed in a barn standing in the churchyard of this chapelry, 
at the common expense of both parties ; that the corn, when 
threshed, should be equally divided, each party paying half the 
expense so incurred. This decision was attested by Guaro, Prior 
ofSele; Robert.amonk; Bono,priestofWa8shyngtone; Robert, 
chaplain of Sele; Robert,priestofSuntinge; GnsinuadeSelving- 
ton ; W., chaplain of Terriuge ; Avicus de ia Cote, and others. 

William de Braoze, having given to the priory all the tithes 
of his demesne lands in Findon, a dispute as to theii- boundary 
arose in the course of time, which was referred to arbitrators ; 
but, prior to decision, it was amicably arranged by the prior and 
monks agreeing to concede to the chm-ch of Findon, of which 
William Baudeford was the inciunbent, all the small tithes of 
sheep and other animals, and of all emoluments arising from 
four enclosures for sheep {de quatuor bercariis) in the same 
vill, two of which were in Mundeham {Muntham), a third in 
the tenure of Heniy Witelofe, and the foiu-th m the furze {de 
fitrse) of the priory. It was further agreed, that the vicar of 
Findon should receive the tithes of any lands subsequently 
assarted ; and the prior and monks those of the lands in 
Mundeham, now furze, but which may hereafter be cleared 
and tilled, with the exception of a part, which, from some 
cause or other, was under sequestration at this time. 

In Wisteuestone ( H'iafon) the rector of the parish, in 1320, 
was directed by a mandate from Geoffry, Archdeacon of 
Chichester, to restore to the Prior of Sele, " twenty-five schocks 
of wheate, parcel of their tithes of the parish," which he had 
unjustly taken and carried away from a field called "the Cleys." 
Not obeying this, he was afterwards cited into the archdeacon's 
court for contempt, where sentence was given against him, 
which was confirmed in an appeal to the Arches Court. 

A dispute having arisen between Sele and Joeeline, presbiter 
of Old Shorelmm, about the division of the tithes of the parish. 
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it was agreed, in the pres?ence of Stephen, treasurer of (he 
catliedral; Master Robert de Boseiihani, Godfrey tlic seneschal, 
and others, that for the future, instead of the usual division, 
there should be granted to the vicar, for the term of his life, a 
lease of the portion belouging to the monks, except the tithes 
of cheese, lambs, and wool, of Erryngham ; and also 3*. paid 
from a mill, and a like sum from the gabel of the lord in the 
same vill, for which he was to pay them 5^ marcs per aunuui. 
Similar disputes arose in almost all the parishta in which they 
claimed any portion of tithes. In Wiston it was determined, 
after much altercation, that all tithes of the lands called 
Northevre and Suthcvre belonged to the prior and monks 
(with the exception of three roods lying under Lalynche, and 
in Southwick) ; that they were entitled to the tithes of all the 
lands held in fee by Roger de Clare, Matilda de Condere, 
Julian de Celario, and Richard de Covert, out of which they 
were to pay to the vicars 405. annually. 

A difference as to the tithes of a much larger extent of 
property arose, in 1255, between our monks and the secular 
canons of Steyning. Of these canons but little is known, but 
the old vicarage-house' is supposed to have been their colle- 
giate residence. They were a cell of the Abbey of Fecamp, 
in Normandy (see Vol. V. p. 117). By a Breve Regium issued 
in 1601-2, for the purpose of certifying for exemption what 
lands, &c,, belonged to the abbess and convent of Syon, the 
church of Steyning, with the chapels of Warmingherst and 
Ashurst, lately belonging to theAbbey of Fecamp, is mentioned. 
A copy of this writ will be found in the Bishop's Registers, 
D. foho 151, And in a deed immediately following, this 
foreign abbey is stated to possess ttpiriiitalia in Washington, 
Bury, and Goring, in the archdeaconry of Chichester, and in 
the archdeaconry of Lewes, in Brede, Southwicke, and Sele ; 
and lemporalia in Steyning, Sumpting, Wormyngherst, Egles* 
den. Bury, and Brede. The Nana return for Southwick 
states, " that the receipts of the Prior of Sele, and the Abbot 
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of Fecnuip were valued at £10." An extent of the posses- 
sions of Fecamp at Sompting, taken in 1379, rates them at 
£9. 9s. Q^. per annum. The rectory of the church was then 
in the hands of the Knights Hospitallers. The return in the 
Nona as to Steyning states, that " the Abbot o-f Fecamp is 
lord and rector of this parish, and his land, &c., are valued 
at 12G marcs ; and the Prior of Sele has a certain portion of 
the tithe of sheaves, valued at 2^ marcs." In Pope Nicholas's 
Valuation, the sura total of these is stated to be £462. is. 1 l^d., 
a large sum for those days. The secular canons of Steyning 
were, no doubt, monks sent over from the foreign abbey to 
perform the duties of the churches belonging to it, and they 
appear to have been settled there previous to the Norman 
conquest. At the time of the dispute between them and the 
monks of Sele, Nicholas de Plurapton was the master of the 
college. The canons complained that the great and small 
tithes of the demesne lands of William de Braoze in Braraber 
and at Kingesbams, and of Philip de Talcurteys in Wickam, 
as well as of sixteen acres of land Ijuig in two marshes in the 
North Brook of Robert Gervays, and of two marshes, one 
belonging to Robert Bron, and the other called Godescroft, 
to which they considered themselves entitled, were unjustly 
withheld from them by the monks of Sele. The matter was 
referred by the Court of Arches to the Prior and Dean of 
Horthun, and Master Thomas de Watertune, as arbitrators, 
who, examining the privileges of both parties, and their muni- 
ments from the foimdation of their houses, decided in favour 
of the Prior of Sele. The witnesses of this decision were. 
Master Walter de Gloucester, canon of Chichester ; Master 
Thomas de Bridham, and others. 

In 1259, an inquiry took place in the cemetery of the church 
of the Blessed Mary Magdiden, at Bidlington, into the grounds 
of a contention, which had been for some time going on between 
the Abbot of Fecamp and the Prior of Sele, concerning the 
tithes of 3^ acres of land in Steyning, which, after peaceable 
possessiou by Sele for thirty years, Master Nicholas dePlump- 
tuuc, formerly a canon of the church of Steyning, had then 
taken and carried away. He afterwiu-ds, however, restored 
them, and the bailifl' of Steyning had taken possession of them 
the next year, smco which time the Prior of Sele had been 
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allowed to receive tlieiu unmolested. A judgment was given, 
that the tithes belonged to the Priory of Sele; and in the church 
itself of Bidlington, in 12G2, Ilaiuo Boneth entered into a 
solemn engagement, before divers witnesses, to account to the 
monks of Sele, without giving them further trouble, for the 
tithes of his land at Tottyngton, and in other parts of Sele, rs 
his father had done before him. Although tliis church no 
longer exists, the name of its patron saint is still identified 
with that of the principal farm in Bidlington, on some part of 
which the church probably stood. That there was a hospital 
at Bidlington at the close of the thirteenth century, is shown 
by a deed at page 61 of the Chartulary, by which Philip de 
Brcmber, after giving to William de Scuret, the son of Simon, 
for his faithful services, a burgage house in Brember, built by 
his father, charging it with the payment of Ad. to the Abbot of 
Battle, and a rent of 2*. from the house of Philip de Halve- 
nuyst, out of which he was to pay \d. at Easter to the Priory 
of Sele, adds to them a virgate of land, less by three roods, 
formerly held by John Palmer, upon condition that 2*. 6(f. be 
pmd annually to the Hospital of Mary Magdalen at BidUngton, 
in moieties, on the feasts of St. Thomas and of St. John the 
Baptist, it being specially covenanted that this deed shall 
remain in the hands of John Flaxlond. Margaret Covert be- 
queathed to it a small legacy of com. The endowment of 
this hospital was so smalt, that it was excused from taxation 
by Bishop Langton in 1320, It was standing as late as 1563, 
as we learn from a lease granted to William Hunt, of land 
called "Comwick," by Lord William Howard, with the con- 
sent of Malleu Cooke, the Prioress of the Hospital of Bidlington 
Magdalen, in Bramber. As Bidlington was just under the 
castle walls to the south, this hospital was probably founded 
by some of the Braoze family. Might not the church have been 
m some way connected with it? No traces of either now 
remain. Hospitals of this kind were monastic institutions, 
founded for the reception and entertainment of pilgrims and 
poor travellers, at a time when but little other accommodation 
could be found for them ; and on this account they were, as in 
the present case, generally situated by the side of a main road. 
They were, for the moat part, of the Augustine order, and 
monastic discipline was very strictly observed in Ihcm. 




SELE l-RIORY. 



125 



A disaensiou haviug arisen between Thomas Pevenil, of 
Ewhurst, in Shermaiibury, and the Priory of Sele, as to their 
right to pass over Mockbridge, a few miles higher up the Adur 
than Sele, with their carts and cattle, free from toll, the privi- 
lege of so passing was, by consent, conceded to the monks, 
but not to their tenants, who were to pay Id. per annum for 
a waggon, and ^d. for a cart. 

In 1248, the same monks agreed to pay to the Dean and 
Chapter of Chichester sl\ marcs and Ss. annually, towards the 
support of a chaplain, to minister perpetually for the dead at 
the altars of St, Cross and St. Augustine, in the greater church 
of Chichester, iu consideration of a donation of 30a. made to 
them by the dean, from the goods of Thomas (Lychfeld), 
formerly dean of Chichester ; they agreed also with the prioress 
and nuns of Rusperre to divide the tithes of the assarts of 
Crochurst equally between them. The amicable agreement 
between the Templars of Shipley and the Priory of Sele, as to 
Knappe, has been mentioned in Vol. IX. p. 248, by which 6«. 
a year was henceforward to be paid by the Templars to Sele, 

In 1282, the monks of Sele were guilty of some offence 
against the person and property of William de Braoze, of so 
serious a nature as to induce him to withdraw from them his 
patronage and support, which it cost them £40 to regain. 
The deed states, that, in consideration of this sum received 
from them, he forgives them the offence committed against 
him, and all injuries done, except so far as the forest and his 
house at Findon were concerned ; and that he again takes 
them under his protection, and restores them to his favour. 

Among the priory deeds is one showing the mode in which 
the monks remunerated old and faithful servants. It states 
that, in 1256, the prior and monks of Sele unanimously agreed 
to bestow on Robert Curtelinges, for his past services to them 
and their house, the office of gatekeeper of the priory, and to 
assign to him daily from their cellar, so long as he should con- 
tinue in office, one loaf of white and one of black household 
bread, and one gallon of conventual beer, and from the kitchen 
as much flesh and fish as was customarily consumed by the 
servants of the house, with 6«. a year for clothiug, to be re- 
ceived by him in the chamber (cameta) of the Priory on the 
feast of St. Michael. The office of pmiarius was, for the most 
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part, committed, as in the present instance, to old and wcll- 
tried servants of the establishment. It was the bnsiness of 
this officer, upon the arrival of a visitor, to attend to liim, and 
to announce the event to the superior. He was also the medium 
of communication with the kitchen, the refectory, and the in- 
finuary. His post was at the gate, night and day, which he 
locked at curfew, delivering the key over to the cellarer, and 
receiving it from him again in the morning. In the larger 
monasteries there were porters of the cloister and of the hall 
as well. The list of the attesting witnesses to the preceding 
deed includes Robert Lucas de Lancynges, Nicholas the monk ; 
Thomas, rector of Palinges ; Robert de Purley, rector of Chag- 
legh ; William, perpetual vicar of Liminster ; Robert, chaplain 
of Portslade ; Henry, chaplain of Southwick ; Walter, chaplain 
ofHenville; W., chaplain of Wivclsfield; Simon de Gatewyek, 
John de Beauchamp, John de Blake ; and to other deeds, 
besides those of the founder's family, most of those who held 
lands under them in tlie rape of Bramber, as well as elsewhere. 

Among the deeds of inf^eximas is one reciting a mandate 
to Albert, Prior of Lewes (1236-44) ; Anketellus, Prior of Box- 
grove {1217-1222) ; and Garnerius, Prior of Arundel. 

In 136S, an indulgence of forty days was granted by John, 
Bishop of Chichester, to all those who contributed in any way 
towards the repair and sustentation of Bramber Bridge. From 
an early period, many houses appear to have stood on the 
causeway of this bridge {super calcetuvi pontis de BremOer), 
which may have extended from the castle to Beding, reference 
to such houses being frequently met with among the priory 
deeds. 

At the dissolution of monasteries in 1544, Richard Andrews, 
of Hayles, in the county of Gloucester, gent., and Michael 
Temple, in consideration of 6s. paid by them into the Hanaper, 
were empowered to alienate the dissolved Priory of Sele, with 
its appurtenances, to Owen Oglethorpe, clerk, president of 
Magdalen College, and his brother Clement Oglethorpe,yeoman, 
by whom, two years afterwards, peaceable possession was given 
to the college, after half a century of litigation and dispute. 
The priory during this time is described as held of the crown 
in capiie. Of this grant there are the nsuid episcopal and 
other confirmations, dated in 1480. Under that of Ed' " 
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Bishop of Chichester, a pension of 6s. 8d. was granted as an 
indemnity on the appropriation of Old Shoreham Church. The 
vicarages of other appropriated churches, the right of insti- 
tution to both vicarages and rectories, presentation in case of 
lapse, and all accustomed rights and jurisdictions.were reserved ; 
and under that of the Dean and Chapter of Chichester, an 
annuity of 3». 4</., and six marcs, and 5«. to the chaplain of 
the chantry of St. Cross and St. Augustine, heretofore paid by 
the priory. The first lessee under the college was Edward 
Shelley, of Warminghurst, at a reserved rent of 26*. Sd. Tiie 
church of Findon was not annexed to Magdalen College until 
1502. The deeds relating to this annexation occupy six folio 
pages of the Bishop's Registers, D, p. 166. 

There is a curious memorandum endorsed, apparently by a 
college officer, on one of the Sele records, having reference to 
certain tithes due from Thomas Lord Seymour, of Sudelcy, to 
the college, out of the lands held by him in Braraber, Horsham, 
Kneppe, the Forest of St. Leonard's, and the hundred of Bram- 
bcr, formerly belonging to the Priory of Sele, and which might 
possibly have been urged by his ^ent as an excuse for the 
nonpayment of such tithes. It ia as follows : — " Mem. That 
there is communication that the lorde admirall aforcsaide will 
buylde a towne w"Hn the foreste of St. Leonardo, vvher increase 
of p'vie tythes may grow to the college, or els a composition 
betwenc the said lordc and the college for the tythes; wheras 
now we have but 3*. for the herbage of the forest, and 8s. for 
the parke of Bewbushe, sometyme p'cell of y" foreste ;" a pro- 
spect of increase of the college revenues which was never 
realized. Seymour-town was never built ; but that the admiral 
went so far as to fix upon the site of his town, is plain from 
another memorandum immediately following the preceding, 
which states " that when Standishe was sent for to denmnde 
these parcells, he saw a plot drawcn and deUvered to y* said 
lorde of Kneppe; of y* which the sayde lorde is resolved to 
have but parecll for his p'shc, and th 'other he vrill turne to 
vsea wherby like condicions may insew herebye, as before is 
said of St. Leonarde." 

By a certificate from John, Bishop of Chichester, to the 
Treasurer ond Barons of the Exchequer, it apfiears that the 
value of the Priory at the time of its dissolution was £26. 8*. •liI. 
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The following is a list of the Priors of this house, as far as 
I have been able to discover them : — 

c. 1100. Bobert, mentioned as being "then Prior," in the confirmatoTy 
charters of the founder's son and grandson. 

c. 1200. William, witness to a grant of the founder's grandson WiUiam, 
who died a.d. 1210. See p. 114. 

1256. Walter de Colville. See Cartwright, pp. 226, 229 ; xiii, xv. 

1257. Guaro , in Chartulary, p. 17, ^*Liiera domini BieardL** 

1288. David . See Cartwright, p. 224. 

1304. P. de Habynaux, in Chartulary, p. 102, from a deed apparently 
relating to the repairs of the chapel on the bridge. 

1324. lUlph de Bedyng. See '' Extent," in Dugdale's Monati, iv. 669. 

13 . . . Thomas , in a confirmatory charter, in Chartulary, p. 15. 

1378—1396—1412. Stephen de Sens, in Chartulary; see Cartwright, 

pp. 226, xxvi, xxyii; 227, xxix. 
1429. John Wells, in Chartulary. 

1438. William Lewis, resigned- Episcopal Reg*; m« Cartwright, pp. 2S9, 
xxxiv. 

1488 — 1449. John Twyford, appointed. Episcopal Eeg'; «m Cartwright, 
pp. 229, XXX. 

1447-8—1463. John Grigge. Episcopal Reg*; «^ Cartwright, pp. 280, 
xxxvi. 

1463. Ralph Alley n, resigned. "^ 

1463—1464. Richard Alleyu, resigned. I Episcopal Reg*. 

1464—1467. Ralph Alleyn, resigned. | See Cartwright, p. 229. 
1467—1474. Richard Alleyn. 
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In the Rolls of Parliament for the 13th year of Henry IV., 
which were then written in Old French, it is recorded that at 
a Parliament held on the morrow of All Souls in that year 
(Nov. 3, 14I1), his poor Commons granted to the King a 
subsidy of 6a. Sd. from every man or woman having, in lands 
or rent, £20 a year beyond charges and reprises, except for 
lands held in morttuayii before the prohibitory act of 20th 
Edward I., and except for lands held in free abus since that 
year by the Lords Spiritual, or the ReUgioua, for which they 
pay tenths with the clergy, and for every additional £20 a year 
6*. 8(/. more ; to be paid on the morrow of the Purification ; 
with a proviso that no member of Parliament should be col- 
lector, assessor, controller, or commissioner of the subsidy. 

In pursuance of this grant, there were issued letters patent 
for the collection of the subsidy, dated Jan. 2, 1 3th Henry IV, 
(1412). They were drawn up iuLatin,but they quoted textually 
in Old French the parhamentary authority for the collection, 
and commissioned Robert Knyvet, John Warnecamp, the 
Sheriff of Sussex (John Walton), and the Eschietor (John 
Yerde), to inquurc, upon the sworn testimony of honest men, 
the names of those who were liable to assessment, and to ascer- 
tain, upon their own oaths, or by other reasonable ways and 
means, at their discretion, the amount that each should pay 

X. 17 
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according to their lands and rents, cither in their own hands;:- 
or iu the hands of others (trustees) for their use and profit; 
the result to be certified to the Treasurer and Barons of the 
Exchequer, on the morrow of the Sunday after Easter (clausi 
PaschtB). The letters patent further authorized Commissioners 
to empannel juries to leani the truth, and threatened them 
with punishment if they neghgently exonerated any person 
liable to the tax, promising them withal satisfaction for their 
expenses and trouble if they diligently performed the duties 
entrusted to them. 

The four Commissioners for Sussex accordingly pursued 
their inquiries, held their inquests, and having engrossed the 
result on a parchment roll, to which tlicy attached a copy of 
the letters patent, returned it into the Exchequer, headed with 
a certificate, in Latin, as follows ; — " The certificate of Robert 
Knyvet, John Warnecampe, John Walton, Sheriff", and John 
Yerde, EschEelor, in Sussex, to the Treasurer and Barons of 
the Exchequer of our Lord the King, at Westminster, concern- 
ing divers inquests held by the aforesaid, according to the 
tenor and effect of the letters patent of our Lord the King, 
directed to them, and attached (con8uia.s) to this certificate." 

The remainder of the roll is also written in Latin, with 
numerous contractions, abbreviations, and repetitions, which 
it has been thought undesirable to reproduce in these pages ; 
we have therefore taken the liberty of translating it, and putting 
it into a shape, in which the valuable information it contains 
will be accessible to all who feel any interest in the subject. 
The orthography used in the original roll for the names of 
places and manors has been retained. 

Henry Prince of Wales has the manor of Old Shorham, worth 
x//.(10/.) a year beyond reprises; and what manors, lands, 
and tenements he has elsewhere.in other counties, although 
we have caused diligent inquiries to be made, we have 
not been able to ascertain. 

[The above formnlEi, eipresaiiig ignorance of proptrty elsewhere, U 
BO often repeated in Ihc roll after cnch iinrae, that it niny Iw ei ' "' 
omitted.] ' 
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t Thomas Earl of Arundel and Surrey hns Arundel 
Castli;, which is worth nothing a year beyond 
reprises; and he has manors, lands, and tene- 
ments, with their appurtenances, in Sussex, 
which arc worth, beyond reprises, per ann. £370 6 
viz., the manor of Boruc with Stanstede, 
Waldirton, and the Imudred, members of 
tliat manor, 53/. ; the manor of llpindon, 
and three parts of the lands and rents tliere, 
12/. ; manor of Cockyng, 20/. ; manor of 
Aldisworth, beyond a certain annuity of 
2/. 16*. 8rf. paid to John Scardevile, 1/. 6*. Hd.; 
manor of Notbounie, 41. ; manor of Sengil- 
ton, with its appurtenances, in West Dene, 
Est Dene, and the hundred there, 54/. ; 
manor of Wulavington, 25/.; lands and tene- 
ments in Cumpton, 4/. ; manor of Wulbe- 
dyng, 5^. ; lands and tenements in West- 
raerdon, 6/. ; places with lands in North- 
wode, 3/. ; lands and tenements in Preston, 
4/. ; lands, &c,, in Lovcntc, 3/. ; manor of 
Leomynstr, 12/. lOs.; manorof Polyng, 13/.; 
lands, &c., inTortyton, beyond a certain an- 
nuity of 6/. 135. 4d. to be paid to John 
Clerkiaaon, 3/. ; manor of Palyngham, 30/.; 
manor of Bygenevere (Bignor), with its ap- 
purtenances, in Madherst, Merthara, Rough- 
gate, Racton, 33/. ; manor of Storweton, 
26/. 13*. 4rf. ; lands, &c., in Isliaham, 4/. ; 
lauds and tenements called Ertham Row- 
dons, 1/. ; lands, &c., in Hiberden, 1/.; han- 
dred of Polyng, 8/. 10*.; Esixwyth, 71.; Bury, 
5/.; Rothirbrigge, 7/. 10*.; Aviaford, 7/.; 
Boxe, 4/. ; Stokebrigge, 3/. ; the [iurnus 
vicecoinitis) Sheriff's Court, held at Nor- 
manneslond, with 1 1/. of Sheriff's aid, 
12/. 2«. %d. 

He has also Lewes Castle, with its appur- 
tenances, in the toWD^of Lewes, which is 
worth nothing beyond reprises ; and 
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He has also manors, lands, &c., which arc 
worth, beyond reprises, per annum , .£120 
viz., the manors of Brighthelmyston and 
Pechnm, with WhaUsbon hundred, 30/. ; 
manors of Dichenyng and Middelton, with 
the hundred of Strete, 1 21. 10*.; the manors 
of Rademyle and Mechyng, with Holnies- 
trowe hundred, 23/. ; Ruttyndene manoa", 
with Yonysmere hundred, 10/.; manors of 
Clayton, Kymer, and Cokefeld,with Buttyng- 
hill hundred, 30/.10*.; the manors of Kyngis- 
ton and Northese, with Swanbergh hundred, 
9/. ; the manor of Alyngton, with Bercomp 
hundred, 5/. 

He has also the manor of Worth, with the 
parks and chaces, and the manor of lloundy- 
dene, which are worth nothing beyond re- 
prises, &c. 

Jiowland Lyulhah has, in right of Margaret his 
wife, by the assignment of the aforesaid Earl 
of Arundel, manors, lands, &c., which are 
worth yearly, beyond reprises . .1 

viz.,Southatoke manor, 1 5/. ; Wepham manor, 
5/.; Warnecarap manor, 10/.; Piperyng, 8/.; 
Ofham, 8/. ; Pynkherst, 20/. ; Clyrapisfold, 
12/.; manor of Lye, 8/. ; manor of Hasfold, 
9/. ; and Colstaple, 5/. ; &c. 

Robert Publawe, John Tank (trustees of Earl of 
Arundel), have, to the use of the Earl of 
Arundel, manors, lands. &c., which are worth 
yearly, beyond reprises .... 
viz., the manor of Sbapewyk, 20/. ; manor 
of Eggele, 5/.; manor of Westhaniptonet, 8/.; 
Croftlond, 3/. 

Also they have, in conjunction with the 
Rev.Thomas Harlyng, manors and ]ands,&c., 
which are worth yearly, beyond reprises 
viz., the manor of Sullyngton, 12/. ; Felde, 
5/.; lands, &c., in Hyen, 2/.; lands, &c., in 
Knolle, 1/.; &c, &r. 
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^oinasCamoya has manors,!ands,&c.,wortli yearly, 
beyond reprises . . . . .£100 

viz., manor of Trattoii, 20/. ; manor of Kllis- 
tede, 8/. ; Dedelyng, 6/. ; lands, &c., in 
Fenyng, 6/. ; lands, &c., in Bercamp, 6/. ; 
lands, &c., in Bevyngden, 8/. 6*. Sd. ; lands, 
Ac, in Alkisbonnie, 2/. ; a manor in Brnd- 
water, 45/.; lands, &c., late William Greno's, 
in Goryng, 5/. ; &c. 
^ohn Pelfiam has manors, lands, &c., which were 
lately the Earl Marshall's, and are now in 
his custody by virtue of a grant of our Lord 
the King, which are worth yearly, beyond 
reprises . . . .las 

viz., manor of Boshara, 80/. j manor of 
Stowghton. 22/.; manor of Stoke, 10/.; 
manor of Funtyton, 20/. ; manor of Thor- 
ney, 6/, 

Also he has the manors which were lately 
Philip St. CIcre's, by reason of the minority 
of John, son and heir of the said Philip, by 
grant of our Lord the King, and which arc 
worth yearly, beyond reprises . 
viz., manor of Jevynton, 16/.; manor of 
Ileghton,' 20/. ; manor of Lampham, 11. ; 
manor of Notboume, 5/. ; manor of Newn- 
ham, 21. 13a.; manor of Bembiltye, 3/.; 
manor of Lancrtye, nothing beyond ri!prise«. 

Also he has the manors of Pelham, Ry- 
vere, and Nutboume, which arc worth yearly, 
beyond reprises ..... 
viz., manor of Pelham, 10/.; Rjvere, 40/. ; 
Nutboume, 16/. 

Also he has the lordship of Pevcnsi-y, with 
the manors of Marsefeld (Marcnficld) and 
Wilyngdon. which arc worth yearly, &c. , 
viz., beyond annuities payable to Sir John 
Comewaill. Knt., 20/. 13j». 4//.; to Matilda 
Ualshain, 26/. )3«. 4(/.; Hugh Fraunces, 

■ HcKhlon, bi WmI nrfw. 
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IS/. 6j. S(l. ; Notyngham Herald, 5/. ; mul 


^^^H 


Derby Herald, fi/. 13s. id. 


^^H 


Also he has, by grant of our Lord the 


^^H 


King, the mauor of Berlyug,^ which is worth 




yearly, &c £12 


Also he has the manor of Laughton aud 




West Dene, and (pays) rents for the same to 




the Countess of Oxford, yearly, &c. . 


70 


viz., for Laughton manor, 60/. ; and for the 




mauor of West Dene, 10/.; and they are 


^^H 


worth nothing beyond. 


^^1 


UcTtrjf Husee has two-thirda of the manors of 


^^1 


Hertyng, Weuham, and Ypyng, aud also the 


■ 


manor of Pulbergh, subject to an annuity of 




38/. 13*. 4t/, to Richard Bitcrlec and Mar- 


^^H 


garet his wife ; and likewise an annuity of 


^^1 


2G/. 13*. 4£/. to one Mark Husee, of Kent; 


^^1 


which two annuities are charged as below: — 


^^^k 




^^H 


Wenham, and Ypyng, are worth nothing 


^^1 


beyond reprises, but the manor of Pulbergh 


^^H 


is worth yearly, beyond reprises 


13 6 8 


Bichard Biterlce has, in right of Margaret his 




wife, lauds, tenements, and annuities, which 




are worth, beyond reprises, yearly 


59 2 10 


viz., one-third part of the manor of Hertyng, 




15/. 13*. 4(/. ; one-third of the manor of 




Wenham, 1/. 16*. Q\d.; one-third of the 


^^H 


manor of Ypyng, 3/. 0*. 8(/. ; and a certain 


^^^k 


annuity from the manors of Pulbergh, 


^^1 


5/. 6*. 8(/. ; and an annuity from two-thirds 


^^1 


of the manor of Hertyng, 33/. 6*. 8(/. 


^^1 


Mark Husee has an annuity from two-thirds of 


^^1 


Hertyng, Wenham, and Ypyng, which Henry 




llusee has as above .... 


26 13 4 


Thomas Hdket has lands, &c., in Sussex, which 




are worth yearly, beyond reprises 


20 


viz,, two-thirds of the lands, &c., which were 
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lately Walter Ilakct'a, G/. 13*. 4d.; and lialf 
the manor of llussyton, which is worth be- 
yond an annuity of 6/. 13«. 'id., payable to 
one John Cook, 13A Ga. 8d. 
>ana Haket 1ms one-third of the same lands, 
&c., late Walter Haket's, which are worth 
yearly, beyond reprises . . . . £ 3 

J J*rior vf Sulbrede has the manor of RawnuTe, 

which is worth yearly, beyond reprises . 20 
we are ignorant whether he pays tenths or not. 

^ohn Arundell, Lord Matracers, has manors, 
lands, &c,, which are worth yearly, beyond 

reprises 70 

viz., the manor of Almoditon, 10/. ; manor 
of Codlawe, 2(1/. 13*. 4rf.; manor of Dere 
Court, 3/.; Wildebrigg, 5/.; Lynchc, 0/.; 
Tadhani, 1/. 0*. 6f/. ; Stophara, 6/. ; lands 
and tenements in Old Shorehara, 10/. 

Thomas Ponyng, Lord SI. John, has manors, lands, 

&c., which are worth yearly, beyond reprises 00 
viz., manor of Bridhara (? Birdham), 1 0/. ; 
Hahmkers, 20/.; Walburton,20/.; Middilton, 
10/. 

Thumas, son of the said Thomas Ponymji/ , has the 
manor of Wodecote, with its appurtenances, 
worth yearly, beyond reprises . . . ' 

William Ernele has manors, lands, &c., worth 
yearly, beyond reprises .... 
viz., lands and tenements in Manwode, near 
Emele, 20/. ; and lands, &c., in Menesse, 
2/. 13«. ^d. 

William Chcyne has lands, &c., worth yeai-ly, be- 
yond reprises 

viz., lands, &c., in Manwode and Livesey, 
10/.; lands, &c., in Houghton, 13/.0s.8(/.; 
lands, &c., in Dalyngregg, near Est Greo- 
stcde, 4/. 

John FoxIp has the manor of Runiboldiswyke, 
with its appnrtcnanccs, worlh yearly, beyond 
rriirisi's ....... 
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20 



20 
20 



William Ityman has manors, Imuls. &c., worth 

yearly, &c £20 

viz., manor of North Stoke, 16/. 13a. 4(/. ; 
and lands, &c., in Apuldresham, 3/, G*. 8rf. 

Uichard Slukele has the manor of Merston, &c,, 

worth yearly, &c. . . 20 13 

John Taverner has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 25 
viz., the place, &c., willed Kynggishaui, 10/.; 
lands, &c., in Grove, 2/.; and rents in Chi- 
chester, '21.; lands, &c., in Belshani, 5/.; and 
tenements in Benstcde, 2/.; Warbulton, 2/.; 
Bemham, 2/, 

Alice Daulre has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 
viz., lands, &c., in Waltham, 11/.; and lands, 
&c., in Bykewell, 9/. 

Uichard Blundell has lands, &c., in the village of 
AUyngbourne, worth yearly, &c. 

John Tank has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 

viz., lands, &c., in Berkstede, 10/.; manor of 
Esthamptonet, 10/. 

John Loughburgh has the manor of Hunston, 
charged with an annuity of 8/. to one John 
Hunston, which is worth, besides the said 
reprise, yearly ..... 

John Norburg has manors, lands, &c, worth yearly, 
&c. ....... 

viz., the manor of Borwerssh, 16/.; Bevyng- 
hame, 10/. 13s. Ad.; Crowherst, 1S«. 0«. %d.; 
manor of Petworth, 40/.; Dunketon, 15/.; 
Sutton, 5/.; Highshete,^ 20/., &c. 

Thomas, son of the King, has an annuity of 100/. 
from the same manors of Petworth, Dunke- 
ton, Sutton, and Highshete 

John if'aterion has a certain other annuity charged 
on the same manor of Petworth 

John Bohun has manors, lands, &-c., worth yearly, 

&c 150 13 

viz., manor of Cowdray, with the borough 
of Medhurst, 40/.; manor of Porde, 50/.; 
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ir (ipprara in Inq. P.M. of Henry do Percy. 7 Edw. II. 
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manor of Newtymber, 20/, ; and in right of 
his wife, the mauor of Preston, 14/. ; Hamme, 
12/. ; Berkliam, 6/. 13*. 4d. . Beaiisy, 8/. 
[ Join A%k has manors, lands, &c., worth yearly . £25 
viz., lands, &c., in the hundi-ed of Esbourne. 
20/. ; and lands and tenements called Slicl- 
vistrode in Est Grenstede, 5/. 

John Tirell has tlic manor of Belton, &c,, worth 

yearly, &c 20 

\ Jeffrey Ingl&re has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &e 21 

viz., lands, &c., in Tadham, 5/. ; manor in 
Little Hamptonet, 10/. IS*. 4rf. ; lands, &c., 
in Wamham, 1/. 6». 8rf. ; lands, &c., in 
Chichester, 4/. 

William Bravmhot has manoi-s, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 30 

viz,, lauds, &c., in Lordyton, 10/. ; imd half- 
the-manor of Rustyton, 20/. 

Nicholas Carew has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 80 U 

viz., manor of Goryng,* 50/, ; Daddishani, 
20/.; Gi«tham,' 10/. 
I Jo/m Wamecamp has lands, &c., worth yearly, 

&c 20 

viz., lands, &c., in Arundell, 10/.; Yapton, 
2/.; Wamham, 3/. ; Rowsparr, 3/. ; Slynde- 
fold, 21. ; and in Yxnyngs (Exning), in 
county of Suffolk, 2/. 

Robert Lcwkeno-r has lands, &c., in Pulbergh, 

worth yearly, &c. . 20 

J7iomas Monpilers has lands, &c., in Childyngton 

and Notbourne, worth yearly, &c. . .800 

Robert atle Melle has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 24 
viz., lands, &c., in Gretham, G/. 13«. 4r/. ; 
lands, &c., in Pulbergh, 5/. G». 8(/. ; lands, 
&c., in Mmidham, 10/. ; lands, &c,. in 
Kyrdeford, 2/, 

' Oi>r_v»g nnd Or'lluni manor* bi-lgiigul lu Joliu Tf«(oi iu litH. 
s. IS 
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Jo/in Andrew bas manors, &c., worth yearly, &c. £20 
viz., manor of Overfold, 6/. ; lauds, &c., in 
RactoD, 2/. ; lands, &c,, in the village of 
Hanefield, 1/. ; and elsewhere, in the county 
of Wilts, 9/. 

John Wyntenele (or WynteT»hdl, in a duplicate 
of the Roll), has lands, &c., called Lovis, in 
village of Wiscbergh, wortli yearly, &c. . 4 

John Wantehje has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 7 
viz., lands, &c,, in Sullyngton, 3/. ; lands, 
&c., in Aiubirle, 2/. ; and in Stcnyng, 2/. 

Hu(jh St. John has the manor of Bemham, worth 

yearly, &c 20 

Alice St. John has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 50 

viz., manor of Berlavyngton, 35/. ; manor of 
Beaujonct.' 15/. 

Thomas de Bemham, Richard Sterrissake, John 
Wilcotis, Mcholaa Ludmyk (? trustees of 
John Duke of Norfolk, in whom these manora 
were vested in 1433 — vide his Inq. P. M. 
of that date), have, by grant of the Kin g [fix 
diviissione B.) the castle, &c., of Brember, 
and the borough of Brember, with its manora 
and appurtenances, and one-third part of the 
borough of Horsliam, manor of Beaubussli, 
manor of Wasshymgton, manor of Redyng, 
and manor of Kyngesbemes, charged with 
a payment to our said Lord the King of 80/. 
yearly; and also an annuity to Richard Fitz- 
Nichol of 20/., which the said Richard has 
by a grant {concessioiie) of our said Lord the 
King, and with which the said Richard is to 
be charged 20 0] 

Gerard Ufflete has, in right of his wife Elizabeth 
Duchess of Norfolk, one-third part of the 
said lordship of Brember, which is worth 
yearly, beyond vpjirises . , 63 18 Q| 



» In the Inn. P-^- "f Eva, wife of Ed- 
•rard St. John, S8 Edw. III., inrntioii is 



made of Berlanj/nglOH 
member BcaugHut. 



lor, toiai 
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viz., manor of Knap, B/. 18*. ; WeatGrene- 
stede, S/. ; EjTidon, 25/. ; two-thirds of the 
borough of Horsham, 10/.; and the hundred 
of Grenstede, 5/, ; Burbeche. 5/. ; half the 
hundred of Wyndham. 2/.; half the hundred 
of Fisshgate, 2/.^ 

Thomas ArtcndeU, Esquire, has the manor of 

Changeton, &c,, worth yearly, &c. . £20 

[ John Mochegrove has lands, &c., at Mochegrove, 

worth yearly, &c 20 

[ John Brewis^ has manors, lands, &c. &c., worth 

yearly, &c 36 13 

viz., manor of Wisshyston, 20/. ; manor of 
Maudelayn, 1 0/. ; manor of Hyen, 6/. 1 3«. 4(/. 
&c. 

John KWkchy and others (no doubt trustees of 
the West family, in whose Inq. P. M. these 
manors afterwards appear) have manoi^s, 
lands. &c., late Thomas West's, worth 

yearly, &c 26 13 

viz., manor of Ofiynton, 12/. ; Ewherst, 6/. ; 
Suntynge, 5/. 13«. ^d. -, Salvyngton, 3/. 

Also they have manors, lands, &c., lately 
the said Thomas West's, worth yearly, &c. 40 
viz., manor of Blachyngton, 21/.; Sabirton, 
8/, ; and Ripe, 20/. ; to pay their value to 
Joan Queen of England. 

£,a}ph Radmi/le has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly 33 

viz., manor of Launsyng, 13/. ; manor of 
Beveryngton, 20/. 

Thomas Skelton has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 30 

viz., manor of Kyngeston, 20/. ; Shirmannys- 
bury, 10/. 



■e, Ac., aUa appear in the manor of Mtniiingrord BraOB, in Wilt- 






e Inq. of John Duke of Norfolk. 
B»wis appears in the htq. P.3i. o( 
•D earlier date, oa Brewota, Braoee. Thp 



a held bv and dcubtUia took it 
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^M Richard Bannehury has manors, lands, &c,, worth 






^1 yearly, &c 


£31 





^B viz,, half manor of Threwle, \\l. ; manor of 






■ Wodmancote, lately William Percy's, 20/. 




m 


^H John Hahhani has manors, lands, &c., worth 




^ 


^H yearly, &c 


33 


oH 


^1 viz., manor of Grenstede, 13/.; Applisham, 




S 


■ 20/., &c. 




■ 


^H George Brewis has manors, lands, &c., worth 




9 


^ft yearly, &c 


10 


jH 


^H viz,, manor of Cherisworth, 5/. , manor of 




■ 


^m Segwick, 5/. 




V 


^m John Mcrbury has the manor of Clopham, &c., and 






^H lands in Yslisham, worth yearly, &c. , 


20 





^H Heirs of Philip Ma6anhhave manors, lauds, &c., 






^K worth yearly, &c 


18 


6 8 


^^M viz., manor of Horton, 10/.; lands, &c. in 






^V Hasilholt, 3/. Gs. 8rf. 






^V Lord HangtTford has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 


12 





^1 viz., lauds, &c., in Fyndon, 8/. ; lands, &c., 






^H in Horsham, 4/. 






^P Lady de Cheynes has lands, &c., lately Juliana 
H Romayn s, in Wamham, worth yearly. &c. 






8 





^H John Norton has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. . 


16 





^1 viz., lands, &c., in Stenyng, 10/. ; lands, &c.. 






H in Bolnc, 5/. 






^1 Peter Wilcombe has lands, &c,, worth yearly, &c. 


20 





H viz., lands, &c., in Stenyng, 5/. ; and lands, 




^H 


^H &c., in Weppyngthorn, 16/. 




^H 


^^ Robert Lord de Ponyngg has manors, lands, he, 




M 


^^h worth yearly, &c. . 
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13 ^ 


^^1 viz., manorof Yfeld, 10/. ; rents in Crawlee, 






^^B 3/.; manor of Slawgham, 13/. G*. 8^/.; manor 




J^^k 


^H^ of Twynera, nothing beyond reprises ; Great 




^H 


^H Perchyng, 20/. ; Little Perchyug, 5/.; manor 




^^1 


^^^ of Ponyngg, 20/. ; manor of Hangilton, 




^^1 


^H 13/. Gs, 8(/. i manor of Penkeden, 20/.; 




^^1 


^H Asshcombe, 3/. 6«. Srf. ; Preston Ponyng, 




^^1 


^B 20/; Wftldcrn, 4/. ; Westdcne, (»/. 13«. 4(/. ; 




^^H 


^H Chyntyngf, ^1. 




J 
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^WiUiam Batdolph has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c £40 

viz., manor of Plumpton, 25/.; Bercooip, 1 5/. 

William Bowet has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c. 40 

viz., manor of Pierpoiutisherst, 23/. ; and 
manor of Weatmeston, 17/. 

Richard Weyvih has manors, lauds, &c., and 

annuities, worth yearly, &c. . . . 50 

viz., manor of Radmyld, 10/. ; manor of 
Blflchyngton, with lands called KnoUond, 
20/. ; and an annuity from the lordship of 
Lewes, 20/. 

John Bmyfeld has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 40 

viz., manor of Hangilton, 22/. ; manor of 
Twjnem. 18/. 

William Clynton has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 26 13 

viz., manor of Bokstede, 4/. ; Hammes,' 
10/; Strete, 6/. 13s. 4(/. 

Thomas Lord Delaware has manors, lands, &c., 

worth yearly, &c. . . . 1 00 

viz., manor of Portslade, 10/.; manor of 
Aldirton, 10/.; manor of Middilton, 30/.; 
manor of Fokyngton, 30/. ; manor of Yse- 
feld, 20/. 

John Wakherst has lands, &c., at Wakherst in 

Erdynglyghe, worth yearly, &c. . 20 

Tliomas Lord de Grey de Codnor has the manor 
of Rothirfeld, lately Lord de Spenser's, by a 
grant of our Lord the Kings, subject to an 
annuity of 40/. to Joan, who was the wife 
of Sir John Dalyngreggc, Knt., with which 
annuity the said Joan is charged as below ; 
and the manor is worth, besides the same 
annuity and other reprises, yearly . 60 

Joan Dalyniiregge has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearlyi &c 100 

' Cflllcd Hflmnup in » dupltcnlp ff ihp Roll. 
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viz., the manors of Bodyhara, 15/. ; Wiltyng, 
2/. 13«. 4rf. ; Holyngtoii, 2/. ; Wennyngore, 
71.1 Yvord. 13/. 6a. 8rf. ; Warpisborne, 
6s. Sd.; Sheffield, 13/. 6». 8rf.; Bolbrook, 
61. 6g. 8(/. ; and the annuity aforesaid, 40/. 

Thomas Sakemle has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c £45 

viz., manors of Bokhcrst, 10/. 13«. 4rf. ; 
Chidynglygbe, 1 0/. ; Chalvyngton with 
Claverham, 12/.; Buggclyghand Ambeford, 
6/. 6«. U. 

John Halle, Sen., has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly 44 13 

viz., lauds, &c., in Hodlygh, 13/. 6s. 8rf. ; 
Gore, in Alviston, 1/. 6«. 8(/. ; in Russevill, 
2/. ; Yapton, 4/. ; Ore, 8/. ; Genesyng, 
5/. 6a. 8^. ; manor of Charleton, with a 
corn windmill, 6/. 13«. ^d. ; and GesteljTig, 
4/. 

Nicholas Selwyn has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 23 6 
viz., lands, &c., called Southalle, ! 0/. ; lands, 
&c., in Virle, Selmeston, &c., in Ripe, Alvis- 
ton, and Jevynton, 10/. ; lands, &c., in Nor- 
thyhame, 3/. 0*. %d., &c. 

Tliomas Jooj) has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. . 20 
viz., lands, &c,, in Hertefeld, 12/.; lands, 
&c., in Torryng, S/. 

William Weston has lands, &c., in Bokstede, worth 

yearly, &c 20 

Walter Sondes has the manor of Berkham, &c., 

worth yearly, &c. . . 14 

Jtobert Knyt^et, William FUz-Rickard ( ? trustees 
of Lewkenor family) have manors, lands, &c., 

worth yearly, &c 60 

viz., manorof Bradherstin Horstedc Kaynes, 
33/. 6s. %d.; Selmeston, 13/. 6s. Sd.; Iteford, 
13/. 6a. Hd. ; and elsewhere in other counties, 
hut of which we are ignorant. 

JoAn Brook has lands, &c., in Est Grenstede, 

worth yearly, &c 20 



LEVIED THIRTEENTH HENRY IV. 



|7Romaa Seint Clerc has lands, &c., in Est Gren- 

stede, &c., worth yearly, &c. 

viz., lands in Est Grenstede, 10/., and a 

certain annuity receivable from the lordship 

of Levres, 20/. 
VMlizabeth Lady Boos has manors, lands, &c., 

worth yearly, &c. ..... 

viz., manor of Borne, 60/. ; and manor of 

Eghynton, 8/. 
Richard Levet has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. 

viz., lands, &c., in Virle, 8/. ; lands, &c., in 

Borne, Medham, and Glynde, 8/.; lands, &c. 

in Cattisfcld and Yeldlng, 10/. 
Henry Fitz-Uugh has the manor of Berewyk 

worth yearly, &c, ..... 
Richard atte Bene has lands, &c., worth yearly, 

&c 

viz., lands, &c., in Pydynghoe, 6/. 13*. 4(/. 

and lands, &c,, in Wj-mondisworth and else- 
where in the county, 13/, fi*, ^d. 
Roger Wallham has the manor of Blakliame, &c. 

worth yearly, &c. .... 
John Waley^ has manors, lands, &c.,worth yearlyj 

&c. ....... 

viz., manor of Glynde, 30/, ; Patching, 10/; 

lands, &c., in Hawkisbergh hundred, 

6/. 13». ^ 
John Ykelgitgion has lands, &c., called Plaashottis- 

lond, worth yearly, &c. 
Reginald Cobham, of Saint Hill, has the manor of 

Northye, worth yearly, &c. 
I William Lord de Echynghame has manors, lands 

&c., worth yearly, &c. . 

viz,, manor of Echynghame, 30/. ; manor of 

Edmcre, 1 0/. ; manor of Pette, 8/. 1 3«. ^d. 

manor of Pckedene, 10/. 
Robert Oxebregt/e has lands, &c., in Brede, worth 

yearly, &c. ..... . 



' WaleyB ig prohnblj- WnUli. 
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Vincent Fync/ie has manors, lands, &c,, worth 

yearly. &c £30 

viz., manor of Eclyshanie, 30/. ; lands, &c., 
inNedirfeld, 10/. 

Lady de Knoll has the manor of Kiiell, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 20 

Elizabeth Kirid has the manor of Kechcnor, &c., 

worth yearly, &c. . .20 

William Swynbourn has manore, lands, &c., worth 

yearly . - 51 

viz., one-third of manor of Mote,' with lands, 
ftp., at Bonif, 11/, 6ff. 8(/. ; and manor of 
Passbelce, 40/. 

Joan Brenchisle has manors, lands, &c., wortli 

yearly, &c 37 

viz., manor of Godyng, 11. ; Bokholt and 
Bixle, 10/. ; mauor of Vernthe, 20/. 

Joan Assheboiirnhame has manors, lands, &c. ; 

worth yearly, &c 40 

viz., manor of Ewherst, 20/.; manor of Lam- 
berherst, 20/. 

John Asahebournhame has the manor of Asshe- 
boiirnhame, &c., worth yearly, &c. 20 

William Mamey and William Marchant { p trus- 
tees of Swinborne) have one-third part of 
the manor of Mote aforesaid, worth yearly, 
&c 8 

John Salerne has the manor of Lye, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 40 

John Chidecroft has lands, &c., at Pesemersh, 

worth yearly, &c 10 

Richard Prat has the manor of Ydcne, subject to 
an annuity of 8/. to the Countess of Kent, 
with which the said countess is charged as 
below ; and the manor is worth, besides the 
annuity 60 

Countess of Kent has a certain annuity from the 

said manor of Ydene as aforesaid . S 

' Moll-, cleufflien.- called D.- lu Moto, in ld«ii, l'i-»viunrBli, u<id Rje. 
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I William Breton has lands, &c., at Borwersah, 

L worth yearly, &c £30 

[ John Zutts/ordhas lands, &c., iu Borwerssh, worth 

yearly, &c 20 U 

I Richard Crall has lands, &c., worth yearly, &c. . 30 

viz., lands, &c,, in Walburton, 20/. ; lauds, 
I &c., in Crowhara, 10/. 

[ Lord de WMurton has the manor of Walburton, 

I &c., worth yearly, &c 20 

I Joan de Echynghavie has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 40 

I viz., manor of Bedyngharae, 24/. ; manor of 

Monefeld, 10/. 
\ Henry Gollee has the manor of Westfeld, &e., 

worth yearly, &c 13 6 8 

I William Harhoiel has manors, lands, &c., worth 

I yearly, &c 30 

viz., manor of Filsham, 20/.; manor of 
Hamyldene, 10/. 
Robert Echyngham has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c . 40 

viz., manor of Diksterbe, 20/. ; and manor 
of Gatecourt, 20/. 
\ John Hall, Jan., has the manor of Poplisham, &c., 

worth yearly, &c. . . . . 10 

Gerard Fyenlecs has manors, lands, &c., worth 

yearly, &c 100 

vi;., manor of Oldecourt, 18/.; and 500 
acres of land in llerst Monceux Marsh, and 
100 acres of land in Horsye, and 80 acres 
of land in Wildemersh, 42/. ; and the manor 
of Herst Monceux, which was William 
Batisford's, 40/. 
Lady de Hoo has the manor of Wortlynge, and 
rents, lands, &c., in Warbulton and Bok- 

Istepe, worth yearly, &c. . . . . 60 
John Colbrond has lands, &c., in Wortelynge and 
Bokstepe, worth yearly, &c. . . . 20 
Isabella Playstede has lands, &c., at Playstede, 
worth yearly, &c 20 
X. 10 
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SUMMARY. 

The sum total of the lands and rents belong- *\ 

ing to men and women, to the value of / ^aooq r^ 
20/., contained in this roll, amounting to C 
211 (sums of) 20/. .... J 

On which the sums of 6s. Sd. payable, 
amoimt to 70/. ds. Sd. 

The sum total of the lands and rents belong- ^ 

ing to men and women, further, and be- / /^^i i q 1 1 1 
low the value of 20/., contained in this C ^"^^ ^^ ^^* 

roll, amounts to . .J . 

£4841 13 11^ 



ACCOUNT OF AN ANCIENT CANOE FOUND AT 
BURPHAM, NEAR THE RIVER ARUN. 



THOMAS SPENCER, ESQ., OF WARNINGCAMP. 



In the muddy creeks of our rivers many ancient canoes and 
boats have been found frona time to time, and their simple 
rudeness of construction contrasts marvcllonaly with the vast 
and skilful specimens of naval architecture which now leave or 
approach our shores. Sussex has had its ample share in the 
discovery of this antiquarian navy ; and the curious example 

I of it lately discovered in the neighbourhood of Arundel, is one ^H 
of the most remarkable testimonies to the uncivilized state of ^H 
the former inhabitants, when the hollowed trunk of a tree, in ^H 
which to creep along the muddy banks of a river, satisfied the ^H 
few wants and exhausted the ingenuity of the simple native. ^H 

Two canoes of this description, seven and eight feet long, ^H 
one with a paddle, have been found in Scotland ; several in the ^H 
Medway, in the year 1720 ; and in Lancashire, eight canoes, ^H 
each of a single tree, have been found at one spot. In the ^| 
Rother, the boundary river of Kent and Sussex, a vessel was 
dug out of the mud in 1822, of which a full account was given 
in Arch<Eolo{f\ai vol. xx. p.553. This was sixty-three feet eight 
inches long and fifteen feet broad, had been fitted with a fixed 
mast, a bowsprit, a nidder, and an arched cover to its deck. 
It was built with thick clumsy planks of blackened oak, and 
calked with moss, and was not at all of the same remote age 
as the small cnnoes, but a scji-going Dutch vessel. It had 
some letters, in old characters, part of its name probably, 
stauiped on jiewtcr at the sides, nf which '^. JJ. remained. 
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ACCOCST OP AS A5CIEXT CASOE 



There was a much nearer resemblance to the canoe recently 
foand io the one discovered io IS34, near the left banV of the 
Arun at North Stoke, which was afterwards sent, by the 
liberality of the late Ear) o( Egremont, to the British Miisemn. 
This was sketched and described id Arc&eeo/o(^'a, vol. sxvj. 
pp. 257-364, and consisted of " half of the stem of a large osk, 
hollowed And cut into the shape of a canoe ;" it was thirty-tive 
feet four inchi^ long, four feet six inches wide in the middle, 
and one foot ten inches deep. The thickness of the sound 
blackened wood was four inches and a half at the bottom, 
where three bars crossed it, five inches wide, rising four to six 
inches only, intended apparently to give 6rm footing to the 
rowers. Three similar bars were also inserted in the ancient 
boat found in 1842, about two hundred yards from the beach 
opposite Heene Lane, near Worthing. Our late eminent mem- 
ber, Mr. Frederick Dixon, described it as " a British boat made 
out of an oak-tree, without any metal fastening, eighteen feet 
long by three feet wide," in his Geoloffy and Fossih of Sutler, 
p. 36, where there is a sketch of it. Another small boat was 
also found in the Bother, near Bodiam, lately. 

There are some peculiarities in the boat discovered in the 
beginning of January 1S58, which entitle us to claim it as 
perhaps the most curious of all those hitherto found in Susses. 
It had been lying, like most of the others mentioned, in the 
mod of a creek. This communicated with the left bank of the 
river Arim, the course of which is there extremely winding, 
and about two miles due south from where the IVorth Stoke 
boat was foimd. It lay upside down, about eighteen inches 
below the surface, and four feet within a meadow, in the parish 
of Burphani, the church of which is a mile distant. There 
was a large quantity, about a cartload, of wood, in excellent 
preservation, dug out near it — brambles, gorse, thorn, and 
hazel — which may have been the cargo of the canoe when 
swamped, or may have formed a rough stockade near what 
appears to have been a small creek or harbour, or may have 
been placed so as to drag up the boat upon it from the water 
across the mud. Half of an oak of the great forest of Anderida 
must have supplied the simple owner of this vessel with his 
materia], and by roughly bevelling off both ends, scooping out 
the middle to the depth of about a foot, and putting across the 
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sides into flat niches three narrow boards, five to seven inches 
wide, as seats, at proper intervals, his boat was rrady for three 
men to piy the oar. It vFas thirteen feet nine inches long and 
one foot seven inches wide inside ; the seats differ from those 
in the North Stoke boat, being adiipted to fit into notclies cut 
out on the opposite upper edges of the canoe, and near one 
^ end a cut groove remains where the stern-board was inserted ; 
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about three feet from one end is a round hole (fotir inches 
diameter and four inches deep), for the foot of a mast, part of 
which was found lying under the boat. Many a modem 
observer probably would sooner risk himself alone in one of 
the small round coracles of wicker work covered with ox hides, 
described and imitated by Caesar, than embark in such a 
narrow clumsy vessel, with two other persons, especially if a 
sail, probably of skins, as used by the Gauls of the opposite 
coast, was to be raised, even though the voyage was only 
within the muddy banks of a quiet river. To have entrusted 
60 frail a bark to the sea, would indeed have required the heart 
of oak and triple courage imputed by Horace to such an 
adventurer, That the ancient Britons kept up an intercourse 
with Gaul, and that they were often visited by trading vessels, 
is certain ; but on the coast of Sussex the arts of life advanced 
slowly, and Bishop Wilfrid long afterwards had to teach the 
fishermen of Selsey the use of nets. Although to none of 
these boats can a fixed date be assigned, all circumstances 
warrant us in supposing them to be the work of native Britons, 
either before or during the occupation of the Romans, for we 
have no proof that they advanced under the civilized Italians, 
in the art of boat-building. 

A few bones were found with the present canoe ; but the 
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most novel and singular object which the discovery brought 
to light, was a coni[)!etc anchor of wood, rude indeed, and but 
imperfectly shaped, with bevelled edges, from its original form 
of a knotted branch, apparently of yew, but, as the only speci- 
men known, well deserving our attention, 'flic woodcut will 
best t'Nplnin its appearance, and its spreading shanks. The 
upper end is curvt-d considerably, and its knob has been 
roughly carved into the head of an 
nninial, and round this was probably 
fastened some cord when in use. It 
is four feet long, the part from which 
m. the two shanks project on each side 
i occupying eighteen inches, one being 

ten inches, the other five and a half 
inches, long. This very curious and 
unique anchor was from its slendemess 
more liable to injury, but is in most 
parts sound, like the other wood of the 
canoe. A rudder seems to our modem 
ideas a thing of coiu-se, but no such 
thing was known in medieval times, 
till long after the Norman conquest, 
and indeed the very name of rudder is 

■ — 7777; 1 only the representative of the Saxon 

word which signified an oar, it being 
clear that vessels were then only directed by an oar or paddle 
at the stern. The object in question, therefore, could not be 
a rudder, but must have been used either as a means of moor- 
ing the boat to the bottom of the river, or to its muddy hanks ; 
and for such purpose, this rude wooden holdfast was sufficient 
under ordinary circumstances, until some gust of wind or a 
rush of flooded water swamped it. 

After rescuing it from the mud, with all the care possible, 
assisted by the llev. Richmond Powell, Mr. Spencer, on whose 
laiul it had been found, liberally presented it to tlic Museum 
of the SussKx AarH.«oLOGicAL Society, at Ijewes, where it 
was safely removed, and may long continvie to gratify 
notice of the curious. 
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BY U'.H. BLAAUW, ESQ., F.S.A. 



Among the many large old mansions of Sussex, few have 
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known to topographers as Wakehurst Place; 
and as a great portion has been destroj'ed, even within the 
last few ycai's, it will be well to put on record some notice of 
it, and of the important family which built and inhabited it. 

The lordship of Ardingly, or Erthingleigh, as it was anciently 
called, in which the house is situated, apjiears to have belonged 
to the great family of Bardolf in the thirteenth century ; but, 
after the attainder of Thomas Bardolf, in 1405-6, to have been 
given by Henry IV. to his brother, Thomas Beaufort. (Dug- 
dale'8 Baronage, i. pp. 081, 083.) It is stated in Horsfield's 
County Uistortf, i. p. 259, by some error, that "Richard 
Wakehurst was knighted at the siege of Carlaverock, by King 
Edward ;" but the name certainly does not appear in the well- 
known poem or any other chronicle of that siege. An early 
record of the family bearing the same name as the manor of 
Wakehurst, within the parishes of Ardingly, Bnlcombe, and 
Worth, is in the Subsidy Roll of 1412, now first published in 
this volume, p. 141 : — " John Wakherst held lands and tene- 
ments, with appurtenances, at Wakherst, worth xsJi. a year," 
RlchardWakehurst.who was probably his son, was, in 1410-11, 
one of the attorneys for Thomas Earl of Arundel, on his de- 
parture from England. (Rymer, Fad) In 1415, he was com- 
missioned, together with John Coke, mayor of Chichester, and 
others, for the gaol delivery of that city. (MS. Memoranda 
KoUs, m. viii.) At his death, Jan. 7, 1457, he was possessed 
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of the church of Ardiiiglj and 200 acres of land. It is [iro- 
bable that the "messuage" was his residence; but, as no 
[wrtion of it remains, it is tnicertain whether it occupied the 
same spot as the present building. 

The brief Pedigree, therefore, would staud thus : — 

JOHV Wagsbcbst, liI2. 

RiohBTd Wnkebunl ; =f Eliubeth, da. of 

diedjan. T, lUT. Sea Roben Echingham ; 

Bnu in Ardingl; Church. died Jul]- 19, 1*64. 



UkbrIlB=Bi: 



AjiiK==}ohn IfargarGt^^Edn'srd, lukbrlli^^Boger 
Osiiurord; 4tb iion of Sir Thai. ^Voodeburcb, 

died 1460. SiokTille&Margtret oflunil. 

Daliogridge. 



Ricbard Wakebunt^ 
thpjoungerg died 

before hii htber, in 
June, llSl. Btt 
T. StapleloD'i Fre- 
faoe Id Da AitUf. 
Legibm, p, czen. 



Margaret =^ Richard Culpeper, 

Wakeburet, son of Wnlter Cul- 

died Julj 25, peper, of Goud- 

1509. bunl> CO. Kent. 

Ko issue. 

Sea BnuB in Ardicgl; Church. 



I 

Eliubeth = Kichohu Culpeper i 
Wakehuret ; died Ua; 24, 

died 1600, 1510. 

See Braea in ArdingI; Cliurch, r»- 

preBenting. bt^neotb their effigioa, 
ten aona aud eight daughlcn. 



The above marriage of Ehzabeth \A'akehurst carried thl 
estate to the Ciilpepcrs, of whom Uugdale says : " that i 
family hath, for many ages past, flourisht with great este< 
iu the counties of Kent and Sussex, I need not lierc stand t*"l 
give iustance." {Baronage, i. 472.) It will be seen, by the 
following pedigree of the Sussex Culpcpers (which hjis been 
compiled from theVisitations in the Harleian MSS.1076, 1484, 
and 1562), that the family settled at Wakchurst, which alouc 
it is here necessary to trace, branched off from the main 
Kentish stock, by Walter, of Goudhurst, the younger brother 
of Sir John Culpeper, and father of Richard and Nicholas, who 
married the Wakehurst heiresses. This Walter was probably 
the same who, at the siege of Harfleur, previous to the battle 
of Agincourt, resisted so valiantly a saliy of the enemy. He 
and Edward Colepeper were then serving under Sir William 
Bourchicr, and carried with them five archers to the field. 
(Nicolas's Agincourt, pp.203, 361, 376.) This was not the 
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ouly victory where the banuer of the Culpepers was displayed, 
of which Drayton speaks in his Barons' War : — 

I " And Colepeper, with silver arm inrailed,' 

I Bare tbcreupon a bloody bend engrniled." 

Dugdale mentions that the arms of two of the family were 
Bet up in Whitehall, by King Henry VIII., for their valour at 
the battle of Spm-s. The name of one of the Kentish Cul- 
pepers appears in a less enviable situation, cut into the stone 
wall of the room in the Tower of London supposed to be Sir 
"Walter Raleigh's prison :— " Be faithful to the end, and I will 
give you a crown of eternal life. 1 554, T. Fane, J. Culpeper, 
of AUsford, Kent." The loyalty of the elder branch in Kent 
obtained a peerage in 1644, their own sumnrae being retained 
for the baronial title, which became extinct in 1719. The 
baronetage conferred in 1G28, on the younger Culpepers, of 
Wakehurst, lasted a little longer, but became extinct on the 
death of the fourth holder of the title, in 1727. 

There are two interior views of the hall and staircase of 
Wakehurst Place, in Nash's beautiful folio of Ancient Mansions 
in the Olden Time, 1st part, pi. 6 and 7 ; but it is surprising 
that his text should have described it as " a brick building of 
one storj/," when the whole exterior is of stone, and three 
stories in height. It was built by Sir Edward Culpeper in 
the year 1590, as is recorded outside a small door on the west 
front. The notes of Sir W. Burrell (Add. MSS. 56S4, f.l51) 
state " that it was of considerable extent, and was originally a 
square, the south front of which has been taken down a con- 
siderable time." On what authority this is asserted docs not 
appear, and there were no signs left of such partial destruction 
when the accompanying views were taken^ on the spot, fourteen 
years ago ; but unhappily since that time both the long wings 
have been shortened three-fifths of their length, and their now 
stunted frontage is faced by replacing the same gables which 
terminated formerly the more extended wings. The heavy 
roofing of Horsham stone had so pressed upon the beams of 

' In the Roll of Anna Itmp, Henr; III., that the Society is indebted forthepenois- 

the f*me gliield is BEsigaed lo "Robert iion to use her drnvings for tbs wood- 

WalroDd—d' Argent ung bend engreU do cuti, and also for thoto of Slaugham And 

GouleB." Oravelje. 

"'' ' to tlia kindness of Mrs. F. Davie* 
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the roof, that the expenses of repair were alleged as neces- 
Bitating this lamentable destruction of one of the most stately 
and ornamented houses of the EHzabetlian period in Sussex. 

Previous to this sad alteration, the south front extended one 
hundred and ten feet eleven inches from east to west, each wing 
being twenty-five feet wide,leaving an open court between them; 
and the fronts to the east and to the west, facing the garden, 
were one hundred and nine feet six inches in length. The many 
dormer windows, with their enriched crocketed gables and pin- 
nacles, gave a peculiarly noble air to the interior court, when ap- 
proaching the great central porch, ornamented by two stories of 
columnar architecture. The hall, though a handsome room, is 
not of those proportions often found in such mansions absorb- 
ing half the house, but is of one story, with an embossed 
stucco ceiling, and a deep frieze running under it round the 
room of mermaids and other devices, and the family crest (a 
falcon argent, with wings extended, beak and tassels or, on 
the breast a crescent, standing upon the trunk of a tree, with 
a branch issuing from it, proper) is seen between E. C. at the 
west end. On the north side is the large chimney-piece, of 



Solet la Pedigret i 
' Josno, as widow of ThomM Culpopcr, 
of Crawley, Esq. {temp. Han.Vlil.), de- 
aired tier bodj to bo buried in Crawle; 



CttTor, and h«lfe a doien of the beet ijlver 
■ponya, and t bede, together with ill her 
wajneB and carts, with euch other thjngB 
that appertainjih anlo husbandry; to 
bor second daughter, Alioe Fenner, iiM., 
which John Fenner, her gmndfather, gave 
her by hit laat will) to her foungnt daugh- 
ter, the mtdci " to my daughter Fenner, 
mj'beBtbeadaofcorTolfgiwdyewithgoldj" 
■nd to Elms, her diugliter, a little cope, 
sitt. Will witnessed by Edward Shurley, 
I JohnFenncrtho TounBBr,4c. i proved at 
\ lawes.— M3S. ofMr.Sl. A.J^wer. 

' George Cujpeper, of Bolcombe.gent.i 
wru buried in the church there, "before 
the niter or memoriHll ofoiir Lady :" hia 
land in Bnlcomhe, called Heolond, was be- 
queatliHl to his son William. His widow, 
Aliee, gore benBfaftiona to the poor at 
^ Ba lconibe and Erdingly. Their sons hb™, 
^ffiUiam of Worth, decMsed at tlu- dsli' 




m precediltg page. 
of her nill, lesring Jane, Charles, and 
Edwardi Thomas.and Richard. I'hcwill, 
dated Jan.12, 1571, was written by her 
cousin, JohaCulpepcr, parson of Ardingly, 
witncBsed by Bichard Culpeper of Onetj-e, 
and proved at Loires.— M9S. of Mr. M.A. 
Lower. 

' John, parson of Ardingty, by his will, 
dat«d Sept. 8, 1589, and proved Auguil 
21, 1590, bequeathed "ii». to aii of the 
pooreat and most nedye of Erdingleigh ; 
to each of his godithildren, ■Lad. ; to every 
one of hi* sorvaote, v«.j to mj brother, 
Richard Culpeper, yf he be lyvingc, and 
doe come hymseire and demaund the same, 
xU. Item. I will that a sennon be mwle 
at my buriall, by EoUinbacke, or some 
other learned and diecreole inyniiter, and 
that the said preoher have for his paincs, 
vii. f'vad." He appoints his wife Mar- 
garet and hii sou Bichard eiecuton, and 
hie cousin Thomas Culpeper, of NcUnd, 
in Balconibc, and Mr, Thomas Board, of 
Ljudfeld, .iv.'mccrs of his will.— M3S. of 
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heavy design and rude execution. In painted stone carvings 
are groups of flowers, intermixed with strange allegorical 
figures, gi'otcs([Ue types of abundance, representing two clumsy 
females pressing milk from their breasts, and two Virtues, 
placed in niches, which they crowd up with their awkward 
bulk. Between the latter is an cscntcheon, with twelve quar- 
ters of arms : — ' 
1. Culpepcr: arg. on a bend engrailed gules, a crescent forj 

difference. " 

3. Hardreshull : arg. a chevron sable between ten martlets 

gules. 

3. Hawte : or, a cross engrailed gules, in dexter chief a 

mullet sable for a difference. 

4. Greene : azure, three stags tripping or. 

6. Iwardby ; arg. a fret sable, on a canton of the second a 

mullet of ffrst. 
G. Bruce : azure, a saltire, and chief or. 

7. Anguish L arg. an inescutcheon within a double tressurc 

fleury counterfleury gules. J 

8. VValtheof, or Walthers ; arg. a lion rampant azure, 9M 

chief gules. " 

9. llandolphus. Earl of Chester : az. three garbs or. 

10. Hugo Lupus, Comes Cestriee : az. a wolf's head erased 

arg. 

11. Wakchurst : arg. a chevron sa. between three parrots (?) 

gules. 

12. Erncley: arg. on abend sable, three eagles displayed or. 
Along the cornice above is a series of fourteen shields of 

arms with names beneath each, now nearly illegible, mostly the 
same as above. The fresh ones introduced are: — 

Montfort, Comes Evreux : per pale dancetty arg. and gules. 
Guglielmus, Comes Warren and Surrey -. eheqny or and az. 
Harrington and Culpeper quartered: first and fourth, sable, 

a fret argent; second and thii'd, Culpeper. 
Culpeper and Roberts ; second and thu'd, az. on a chevn 

arg. three mullets sable, 
Culpeper and Ernly : arg. on a bend sable, cotticed gnlei 

three crescents or cups (?) or. 
Culpeper and Thatcher : second and third gu., a cross molil 

arg-i on a chief or three grasshoppers proper. 
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Culpeper and Feniefold: sable, a clievron sable, between 

three stags' heads erased arg. 
It will be remarked, that some of these coats refer to the 
alliances of the Kentish stock of the family, of which this 
younger branch, bearing a crescent on the family arras, to 
denote their cadetcy, was evidently proud. The same numer- 
ous coats are also found recorded in the Heraldic Visitations, 
Harl. MSS., 1076. f. 172 b and 1194, f. 21. 

The view of the doorway opening to the staircase, is very 
pleasing, as seen in the woodcut ; and Nash remarks that " the 
staircase, from the ornamented case in which it is enclosed, 
looks as if it had been forgotten, and added by partitioning 
off part of the lobby." It is indeed of unnsual aspect, and 
blocks up part of a window, having a sort of carved tester 
with pendants over it, and massive carved newels. If there is 
any truth in a south front having been long ago taken down, 
the small size of the hall, and the interpolated position of the 
stairs, may have been the result. 

The west wing contained, till lately, on the ground floor, a 
large room, forty-one feet by nineteen feet three inches, open- 
ing into a square room of nineteen feet five inches, at the south 
end of the wing, and two similar rooms were over them. These 
were of course the principal ones, and were decorated with 
panelled walls, and stucco designs and pendants on the ceil- 
ings. In the lower room, the opening of the chimney-piece 
was six feet wide, and the quatrefoils of the ceiling had numer- 
ous drops, the larger ones charged with a rose, others with 
crests, and fleurs-de-lis. A broad frieze of intertwined mer- 
maids went all round above the oak panelling. The ceiling of 
the upper room was divided into geometrical figures, having 
crests and other ornaments in the spaces. 

The east wing was occupied by vanous offices, the brewhouse, 
the bakehouse, &c., and on this side only was there a passage 
giving separate access to the rooms. This was not thought 
necessary by the habits of the times as to the large rooms in 
the west wing, which are passage-rooms to those beyond. 

There are drawings of the south front and of the porch of 
Wakehurst Place, by S. H. Grimm, taken in 1780, in the 
British Museum, Add. MSS. 5672. f. 39. The fourth and last 
Baronet of the Culpepers sold Wakehurst Place, in 1694, to 
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Dennis Lyddall, Commissioner of the Navy nnder William III., 
who married Martha, eldest daughter of Sir Richard Haddock, 
Knight, Comptroller of the Navy, and died in November, 1717. 
leaving two sons : Richaid, of Blakes Hall, Essex, who died in 
June, 1 727 ; and Charles, to whom the estate then passed, but 
who died without issue in January, 1767. By the will of the 
original purchaser, his great-nephews, Richard and Dennis 
Clarke, LL.D. (sons of John Clarke, who had married Elizabeth 
Haddock, a sister of Martha), then came into possession suc- 
cessively; and on the death, in 1776, of Dr. Clarke, without 
issue, the estate, by the disposition of Charles Lyddall, who 
had cut off the entail, became the property of Joseph Peyton, 
Captain, and afterwards Admiral, R.N., and in his descenilants 
it continues. At intervals it has been shipped of furniture 
and abandoned; at other times it has been let to various 
occupants. 



The stately remains of Slaugham Manor House, though m 
much known to topographers, attest the importance of tl 
Covert family, which formerly raised and occupied it, leavioj 
carved upon its ruined arches more of " the pomp of heraldry 
than usually falls to the lot of such half-destroyed mansions. 
Having been built in the reign of James I., within a park of 
1200 acres, in less than two centuries and a half, its own 
grandeur has utterly passed away, as well as the ancient and 
proud family which once filled its spacious courts with a 
retinue, it is said, of seventy persons. 

The Coverts claimed for their Norman ancestor a fellow- 
soldier of the Conqueror, and seem to have established them- 
selves, by a marriage with the heiress of the Aquilons, in con- 
siderable territorial dignity during the thirteenth century, at 
Sullington, in the rape of Bramber, where nn old farudiouse 
near the church is considered to have marked their residence, 
and the broken effigy of a mailed knight, representing one of 
the family, remains in the church. The names of various 
members of the family very frequently occur in local history, 
as witnesses, benefactors, and owners of land. 

Slaugham was for many generations in the hands of 
Poynings, and did not come into the possession of the Covei 






1 



WAKliHURBT, SLAUGUAM, AND GBAVETTE. 



159 



till the latter part of the fifteenth ccntmy. It will not be neces- 
sary here to repeat the pedigree of the Coverts, which has been 
fully published in Berry's Sussex Genealogies, pp. 18, 19, and 
321-3:23, and may be also referred to in Uarl. MSS. 1562 
and 1076. from the Visitation of 1633-4. It will be sufficient 
to note that William Covert, who died in 1494, is the first 
whom we find connected with Slaughani. His son John, who 
died in 1503, married a Pelham, and was succeeded by his 
cousin Richard, who died in 1547, after marrying four wives 
of the families of Faggc, Neville, Ashburnham, and Vaughan. 
Richard's eldest son, John, died at the siege of Boulogne, in 
1558, and was followed by a son and grandson, who died in 
1614, of the name of Wilham, when we meet with Sir Walter 
Covert, of Miiidstonc, who married Ann, the heiress of the 
Coverts of Slaugham, and was probably the builder of the 
noble manor-house, whose ruins we are now considering. She 
died in 1032, surviving her husband; and theii- only son, John,* 
was created a baronet in 1660, but, dying in 1679, left no 
male issue to inherit his title. His daughter Ann carried the 
estate by marriage into the Morton family, by whom it was, 
in the year 17S4, sold to the ancestor of the present pro- 
prietor, Warden Sergison, Esq. 

Extracts from the will of William Covert, dated Sept. 29, 
1494 (Add. MSS. 5084, ff. 218 i and 221 b), show that he 
bequeathed 40«. for the repair of Slaugham Church, where he 
desired to be buried, and for service to be said there. Three 
monastic houses were to have 20s. each " for reward for doing 
8 trentatis of masses for him," and " a vertuous priest, graduated 
Dr., M.A., or B.A.," is to have £8 yearly to sing for his soul 
at Slaugham Church for five years after his death; but " if noe 

tsuch can be gotten for that money, then another vertuous 
priest and well understanding to have 10 marcs "for such 
service. " Every poor clerk or priest known of good Uving 
Rnd disposition, abiding within five miles of Slaugham, dis- 
posed to goe to the University of Oxford or Cambridge to learn, 
within seven years after his death, to have 6s. 8rf. towards his 
school; and everie poor maiden to marrie, lacking friends, here 
abiding within the same distance, to have 6«. St/, towards her 
marriage." 

^^^_ ' Sw Sunex Arrh<rologiciil CoHeciiotit, Yd. V. pp. 39-40. 
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Ilis son, John Covert, who died seized of the manor of 
Slftugham, by his will, proved March 20, 1503, directed his 
body to be buriod in Slaughaiu chancel, where accordingly 
his brass nionnnient is to be seen. It appears from the will 
that his widowed mother, Ann, had a jointure of £50 a year 
in land, and liis own wife, Isabel), one of £30. Having no 
sons, he directed his cousin and heii- Richard to pay 400 
marcs to each of his three daughters, " if rnled in marriage 
by their mother and consin ; and if not, then 200 marcs, pro- 
vided they be married to men of 100 marcs in land at the 
least, or such as have virtue and cunning which seemeth to 
their mother and cousin as good as 100 marcs worth in land." 
The result of these restrictions seems to have been, that the 
three ladies did not marry at all. 

The successor Richard, by his will, proved Nov. 2, 1547, 

Iaiso desired to be buried in Slaugham chancel, in which his 
monument is still extant, recording his three fonner wives. 
This must have been put up by his widow, Blanche Vaughan, 
whose will, proved May 13, 1553, expressed her desire to be 
buried in Twyneham chancel, " if her son, John Covert, parson 
of Twyneham, will so grant." Her husband had left his grand- 
daughter Jane, " 300 marcs to her marriage, to be ruled in her 
marriage by Sir Edward Shelley, Justice of the Common Pleas." 
John, son of Richard Covert, by a nuncupative will, proved 
March 9, 1569, made probably when lying on his deathbed 
at Boulogne, appears to have had ten bascborn children by his 
second wife, Ann Beard ; and to each he directed small pay- 
ments, befjueathing to his son and heir, Richai'd, by his first 
wife, Ehzabeth Cooke, a chain of gold, a gold ring of his arms, 
and the residue of his property. 
The situation of Slaugham Place is low, at the foot of the 
sloping hill on which the village and church stand. The 
buildbigs of the house itself occupied a space of 175 feet in 
length by 133 feet broad; but these were enclosed, in a man- 
ner unusual at the period of its construction, within a much 
larger area, confined by a square stone wall with turrets at the 
angles and on the sides, and an outside moat, which still retains 
some moisture on the south side, where the pier of a bridge 
across it remains opposite an open passage of the ruins. A large 
sheet of water, near at hand, was no doubt connected with the 
i 
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I moat. The north wall was widened into a broad terrace of 
enty feet, about 300 feet long, opposite to the most onia- 
meuted front of the house ; and the whole ground, now occupied 
by fruit-trees and a rabbit-warren, was probably devoted to a 
garden, and the offices commonly placed near a mansion. The 
style of architecture was a rich graceful Palladian, and there 
are yet seen the decorated centres of the three principal fronts, 
or, rather, the lower stories of them. The south side, which 
^ ■ abuts on the wall, was occupied at the sonth-west comer by the 
^ spacious kitchen, measuring thirty-five feet by twenty-five feet, 
H. having two fireplaces, one thirteen feet wide, separated by an 
■ oven from a second, which is seven feet wide, and by other 

passages and ofiices now gone. The plan seems to have com- 
prised an interior square court of eighty feet ; and on the west 
(side are still considerable remains of a hall, fifty-four feet by 
twenty-three feet in dimensions, and of dwelling apartments 



tof two stories with bay-windows and stone mullions. Perhaps 
■ome portion may have belonged to an older and amollcr house 
X. 21 
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previous to Sir Walter Covert's grander structure. Tim 
approach to tlie court through the centre of the west front, i 
very pleasing, from the perspective effect of two arches see 
together. The outer one, which rises from two pilasters, and 
b vaulted by plain caissons, and a diamond drop iu the centre 
is separated by semicircular recessed seats with a shell heading 
from the inner arch, of which a woodcut^ is given. This is 
flanked by two Imh'-colnmns, rusticated by broad bands at 
intervals, standing upon tall pedestals, and the vaulting is 
divided into triple rows of diamonded caissons with a central 
pendant. The opposite or eastern front has only preserved 
three semicircular arches resting on piers of a plain character, 
the inner vaults being adorned by square caissons with pro- 
jecting diamonds. Perhaps these formed the face of a recess, 
or perforated colonnade of entrance on this side. The principal 
and most decorated front, however, was evidently on the north, 
and even in its now ruined state is strikingly majestic and 
picturesque. 

Four arches remain, of eight feet each, one of which, formerly 
the centre, advances six feet six inches, admitting in its breadth 
scniicirculiir recessed niches with shell heads ; and each pier, 
four feet broad, is relieved by fluted pilasters on tall pedestals. 
The style seems to be a Falladian approach to the Doric, with 
guttm above tlie pilasters, and triglyphs over the keystones, 
but with no metopes in the frieiK, which is, however, enriched 
profusely by an alternation of armorial shields wilh heraldic 
double roses, and faces of greyhounds, so as to 
give something of the cffectof the usual divisions 
of a Doric frieze. . The spandrels also are used 
for the display of family blazonry. The inner 
vaulting of these arches is highly adorned, the 
smaller ones ones by three, the larger arcli by 
eight, rows of diamonded panels of eight facets, 
with central drops and car%'ed projecting keystones displaying 
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' the leopard's face, which was the crest of Ihe Coverts. These 
arches seem to have formed an open portico in front of the 
house, and, though opposite the garden terrace, and marking 
the most importrat side, do 
not appear to have been in- 
tended for the «nlrnnce of 
carriages. Modern archi- 
tects wonld probably have 
placed this best front towards 
the sonth ; but there seems 
to have been no appreciation 

of the benefits of full sunshine among the builders of former 
times, when choosing the aspects of many of the great houses 
of Sussex ; for Glynde, Danny, Wistun, &c., faced the east. 
When nearly all the bouse was pulled down in the last cen- 
tury, the carved oak staircase, which formed the grand com- 
municaiion to the upper rooms, was removed to Lewes, and, 
though somewhat maimed in its proportions, was put up in 
the Star Inn, where it still remains an object of admiration. 
The quaintly carved devices on its newels and friezes are very 
curious, and characteristic of its period. There are no means 
on the spot of determining what its position was at Slaugham. 
It has not hitherto been engraved, and the view of it now 
presented, from the careful drawing of Mr.Nynian Lower, will 
be gratefully welcomed. 

The alliance^of the Coverts may be studied in the numerous 
shields on the frieze and spandrels of the north front. The 
armorial bearings of the Coverts, " gules, a fesse ermine be- 
tween three martlets or," of course appear in almost every coat 
impaled with some other. 

On the partly deficient frieze of the first eastern arch, with 
double roses and greyhounds' faces, are two shields — one. 
Covert, impaling, "... on a chief three lioncels rampant ;" 
the other. Covert impaling "... a fesse ermine," (Waleys). 
The two spandrels exhibit — 1, "a fesse between six mascles," 
impaling "... a cross, in chief two cross -crosslets fitche ;" 
and 2, "... three crescents, a canton ermine," (Cooke,) im- 
paling, "... a fesse between six mascles." 

The second arch has in its frieze alternate with roses and 
greyhounds' fuces, four shields :—l , Covert, impaling "... on 
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a chief three birds ;" 2, Covert, impaling "six lioncels, 3, 2, 1," 
(Savage) ; 3, Covert, impaling " b>rry on a bend five annulets 
or plates? (Pellett?)" 4, . . . Covert, impaling "ermine a liou 
rampant," (Poole). The two spandrels have — 1, " three bars 
ermine" impaling Covert ; 2, " a cross patee between six cross- 
crosslets" impaling Covert. 

The projecting arch, which was the centre, has its frieze 
defective; but there remain on its eastern half: — 1, Covert, 
impaUng "... a crescent and a chief ; " 2, Covert, impaling 
"... three eagles displayed ;" 3, Covert, impaling " a fesse 
between three leopards' faces; " 4, Covert, impaling "... a 
pheon," (Sydney). On the spandrels are "... fretty, a chief" 
impaling Covert, and "... three pelicans," (Pelhara) impaling 
Covert. The east and west sides of this projecting arch are 
also filled with coats : on the east, Covert, impaluig "... three 
crescents, a canton," (Cooke) ; and Covert, impaling "... an 
eagle displayed, on a chief two fleurs-de-lis." On the west 
return of the arch. Covert impaling " Quarterly ; 1 and 4, . . . 
on a fesse three cinquefoils or fleurs-de-Us?" 2, "Quarterly; 
i. and «., a double-headed eagle displayed ; m. and tv., blank ; 
3, "vairy." 

The arch to the west of the centre has only retained one of 
the shields of the frieze, Covert, impaling a coat of which only 
a crescent at base remains. The spandrels, however, are perfect, 
one bearing " a lion rampant crowned," impaling Covert ; the 
other, " a chevron between three annulets," (Goring) impaling 
Covert. 

Another arch to the west remained in Grimm's time, though 
now gone. On the spandrels were " two chevrons " impaling 
Covert, and "paly " impaling Covert. 

This catalogue of shields would be a sufficient proof of the 
fondness of the Coverts for the display of heraldry ; but there 
is another example extant of the same feeling, at a small house 
situated on the sloping hill above an old manor-house, called 
" Benfield," in the parish of Haugleton, which may fairly be 
added. Early in the fourteenth century the manor was held 
by a family named Benfield ; and in the Subsidy Roll of 1412 
we also find John Benyfeld having the manors of Hangleton 
worth £22 a year, and of Twineham worth £18. It has not 
been traced when or how this passed into tlie possession 
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Bome labourers : — 1, the Covert arms, now missing j 2, Covert, 
impaling "a fess between three leopards' faces;" 3, Covert, 
impaling " barry, over all a bend, on a chief three bezants? " 
4, Covert, impaling "a chevron between three aninials'[?) heads 
erased;" 5, Covert, impaling "quarterly, 1 and 4, a crosa, 
2 and 3, three crescents, and on a canton a bird?" 6, Covert, im- _ 
paling "a fess between six mulIet8,"(Ashburnham); 7, Covert,, 
impaling " quarterly, (1) a saltire charged with a rose" (Ne-l 
ville), (2) checquy, a chief, (3) quarterly, i. and iv., two chevrons,! 
it. and IM., ermine, a bend or saltire, (4) on a fesse a crescent 1 
between six cross-crosslets ; 8, is effaced ; 9, appears to have J 
been Covert, impaling "a chevron between three garbs;"! 
10,12, the letters R.C.; 11, Covert, impaling "quarterly, i. and, I 
ic, paly bendy, U. and Hi., a saltire engrailed between four 1 
roses? on a chief a quadruped?" 13, the crest of the Coverts, I 
a leopard's face on a wreath. J 

So many of the arms sculptured at SInugham and Hangleton I 
are now indistinct in outUne, that the above account of them J 
is only offered as an imperfect list of them. 



The old Elizabethan stone mansion of Gravetye, in the 
parish of West Hoathly, retains much of its ancient appear- 
ance, as when built at the close of the sixteenth century, with 
its broad mullioned windows and terraced garden. Its series 
of tall dormer windows grotesquely breaking up into fragments 
its ponderous cornice, and the Doric triglyphs supported on 
corbels, and upholding pinnacles at the angles, give the archi- 
tecture a very peculiar character. The stone porch has the 
initials H. F. on it ; and in the spandrels of the west door are 
the initials R,. I. and K. I., all relating to the family of Infield, 
who, for a brief period, possessed the property. The ceiling 
of the hall is ornamented with a number of devices in stucco: 
—ft ram's head erased ; an oak-leaf, with acorn, as a crest ; a 
bunch of grapes, with vine-leaves ; a ro,^, with leafy branch ; 
a pelican vulning itself. An iron chimney-back, in the hall, 
exhibits again the same initials, " B. I., an" Do. 1 598, K. I." 

The family name seems to have been gradually changed 
from Hanningfield to Infield. According to the information 
of W. Smith Ellis, Esq. — who has kindly supplied other notice 
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— iu the Subsidy Roll (printed in our Vol. IX. p. 87), the 
family of Iiifield was descended from the Haningfields, of 
Haningfield, in Essex, one of whom bare for his arms, " or, a 
chevron sable," and was at the battle of Boroughbridge, in the 
time of Edward II. A knight's fee was held in 1350, in the 
manor of Sheffield, in Lingfield, Surrey, by William de Inning- 
field and Nicholas de Malmeyns ; and, in 1351, William de 
Inniugfield died seized of a property there, leaving Adam hia 
son and heir, aged twenty-four. We find the name again in 
1437, when Elizabeth Inningfield released all her rights in 
Lingfield to William; and, in US3, William dc Inningfield 
held a tenement in Lingfield, called "Le Lynde Place." 

At the death of James Infield, in 1596, it was proved that 
he died holding certain messuages iu Lingfield. He appears 
to have been succeeded by Richard Infield, who built the 
house. (Manning and Bray's Surrey, ii. pp. 282, 284, 351.) 
It appears from the tombstones in West Hoathly Church, that 
Richard Infield married " Catherine, daughter of the right 
worshipful Edward Culpcper, of Wakchurst, Kt." She died 
Oct. 16, 1623, and he on March 11, 1624. " Richard Infield, 
of Gravctye, gent.," probably their son, appears to have married 
Catherine Corapton, and their eldest daughter, Agnes, who 
died September 16S5, aged thirty-nine, seems to have carried 
the property to her husband Henry Faulconer, son of Infield 
Faulconer, Esq. ; and this explains the initials of H. F. on 
the porch. 




AN ACCOUNT 
CERTAIN ROMAN SEPULCHRAL REMAINS 



UENSWORTII, IN THE PARISH OF 
rUNTINGTON, SUSSEX. 

BY THE REV. HENRY SMITH, M.A. 



The Roman occupation of the country surrounding the 
ancient city of Chichester, Regimm, the capital of the Regni 
and Belgse, was probably far more extensive than has hi- 
therto been conjectured. History gives but slight assistance to 
the investigation. The roads leading through the district are 
almost ntitraced in the itineraries; a peaceful rule and quiet 
settlement afforded but few facts to be recorded; so that the 
only relics of this once-powerful dominion are to be found in 
the earthworks extending over the surface, and in the various 
remains that, from time to tune, are disinterred, either by the 
care of the antiquary, or the accidental discovery of the culti- 
vators of the soil. Little has hitherto been attempted towards 
any systematic survey of such materials as retuain, for the 
delineation of this period of history; indeed, attention has 
been drawn only by incidental notices to the traces of the 
Roman power which are scattered over the district. At the 
meeting of the Archieological Institute, at Chichester, in 1853, 
in conjunction with the Sussex Archaeological Society, the 
notice of the assembly was directed to the British antiquities 
of the neighbourhood in the barrows on Bow Hill, and also 
to medieval art and workmanship, while the remains of the 
Roman period were almost iinnientioned ; and yet, not to 
speak of the city itself, where traces of its founders have of 
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late years been frequently brought to light, the surrounding 
country has [iroved rich in snbjocts of interest. At Eishbounie, 
the renmins of a bath and pavements ; at Walton, in the 
parish of Bosham, in trench uients ; at Donnington, earthen- 
ware ; at Bognor, Wittering, and Lavant, coins ; at Wester- 
gate, Avisford, and Chilgrove, interments; and at Chilgrove 
also, the foundations of a small residence have been discovered. 
The most obvious mark, however, of the Roman occupation is 
the extensive system of earthworks or iutrenchments, vallum 
and foss, which extends for many miles over the country, both 
to the north-east and north-west of Chichester. 

To a certain portion of these I desire to direct attention, as 
they appear to be connected with the subject of the present 
paper. 

An outline of the course of some of these banks may be 
found in Hay's History of Chichester, p. 539 ; but it is clear 
that neither Mr. Hay nor any other antiquary has ever yet 
fully investigated and reduced to system these interesting 
. remnants of the Roman empire. It appears that a bank or 
rampart, defended by a diteh, leaving Chichester in a northerly 
direction, may be traced at the back of the present barracks 
to the village of Mid Lavant, where it probably divided, one 
portion goiug eastward through the village of East Lavant, in 
the direction of the Valdoe Coppice, and thence across Good- 
wood Park towards Bignor ; the other, turning to the west 
outside Rawmere Coppice, about IJ mile from Chichester, 
proceeds in a nearly direct line for about a mile, when, upon 
emerging from the wood called Little Toralins, it presents such 
strongly marked features, that I desire to place them on record 
as denoting the probable character of the work. At this point 
the bank turns suddenly from west to north-west by north in 
an oblique direction, for a distance of 135 yards, when it 
again turns to the west. At the angle marked A on the plan, 
a mound remains, rising at the present time ten feet above the 
level of the surrounding fields. The line proceeds west for 
242 yards; and, as this portion of the bank appears to have 
suffered less injury from time and the improvements of agri- 
culture than many other jiarts of the work, it seemed that 
measurements might be most fairly taken at the point marked 
B, which are traced in the accompanying section. The ditch 
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remains, tliirty feet across, sloping gradually from the north tfl 
R deptU of six feet below tbe present surface, terminating on 
the south side with a steep bank of tbe same breadth a^' 
ditch, thirty feet, and rising to a height of about fiv&J^ 
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After proceeding in this manner 242 yards, the work turns 
south-west by south at a corresponding angle to the opposite 
side, and, after running obliquely for 136 yards, turns again 
to the west, and proceeds further for nearly a mile, when it is 
lost or untraced in Ashling Wood, Sections of this work show 
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that it is composed of hard gravel of the country, and the oak 
flourishes along its course. 

Now, the question arises, for what purpose was this great 
expenditure of labour ? The portion I describe, if it returned 
to Chichester, without reckoning the branches from Lavantto 
the east, must have extended fully eight miles ; and a work 
which now measures sixty feet across, with various internal 
parallels extending at regular distances, could not have been 
undertaken without some very important object in view. It 
has been suggested by a competent authority, that such could 
only be some territorial division, or civil boundary, similar to 
that marked out by the three extensive dykes, each with a foss 
to the north, in the neighbourhood of Salisbury, which are 
supposed by Dr. Edwin Guest, the learned Master of Caius 
College, Cambridge, to have been raised by the Belgae (see 
Salisbury volume oi Archmological Imlituie, lS51,p.28); and 
again it is proposed as a solution, that one portion of these 
works was a road from the camp to the springs, for a supply of 
water during a summer encampment. But why such breadth 
and depth of ditch, such height and strength of bank ? why 
such labour in the apparent work of fortification, if it were not 
to defend as a military work the city of Regnum? It may 
be urged, on the contrary, that to hold such a line of defence 
would have required a far larger body of troops than could 
have been spared by the Romans for such duty, indeed, that 
it would have been impossible to guard such outworks; but, 
on the other hand, the number of inner works that extend 
between this outer line and the city, appear to strengthen the 
argument for the miUtary nature of the work. These may 
be traced over the late common called the Broil; and &t the 
point where they have particularly come under my notice, 
they are found extending, line behind line, over an extensive 
district. 

Thus, the first line extends between Stoke and Lavant. 
The second, a quarter of a mile to the south, is the work at 
Densworth, which will afterwards be noticed. The third, 
about the same distance again to the south, leaves the line 
from Chichester to Lavant behind the barracks; passing juat 
to the north, it is to be found at the side of the laue running 
from the barracks to the Stoke road, crosses the Broil till it 
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meets the road leading to Ashling, a short distance to the 
(intrance of Seniiicota. Here it must have crossed the high 
road ; but the reiiiaitis at this i)!ace are not to be traced. Al 
a short distance to the west, it may again be found in Oak- 
wood, where, with deep ditch and high bank, it forms the 
third line of defence. And a fourth may he traced still further 
to the south, near the hne of the South Coast Railway. Here 
are to be found vallum and foss, line behind line, marks of s 
strongly armed occupation of the country. 

The second of these lines is to be found on the lands of 
Denaworth. The present remains are formed in three por- 
tions, each extending north-west and south-east for 135 yards. 
Tliere are little remains of a ditch, although, part of the bank 
being in Denaworth Coppice, the plough has not done its 
work of effacing the hollow, had it existed, The vallum is 
about six feet high in the most elevated part. At the spot C 
marked on the plan, on Dec. !), 1857, a discovery was made 
of a stone cist, containing the four glass vessels figured in the 
accompanying plate. A young man, pitching hurdles for 
Hluspp, struck his crowbar on a stone of unusual size ; not but 
that such a circumstance had before occurred in the field;, 
still, on this occasion, his curiosity was excited, and he deU 
mined to discover the nature of the obstruction. The cove| 
of the cist was soon laid open, being only fourteen inches belff 
the surface ; the crowbar, together with a horse and chail 
were employed to remove the lid, but with unfortunate resuj 
as the violence was the cause of the fracture of the content! 
I was then informed of the discovery, and at once proceed 
to the spot, which I reached in time to find a quantity of fra 
nients of glass lying under the hedge, and many more ]nixdl 
up with the soil. All were collected, as far as possible, an' 
have carefully been reformed. The cist, consisting of tw 
portions, each hollowed out, measures 3 feet 3 inches in lengi 
by 2 feet in breadth ; the under portion 17 inches deep, 
upper 13 inches; the thickness of the sides, 4 to 4J^ inckaj 
Its material is taken from the lower green sandstone formatit^ 
The lid or upper stone presents the peculiarity, that whfl 
three sides are bevelled off, the fourth is left scjuare. At t] 
north-west corner of Ihe lower stone, a slight projection is lel 
L as though it had been intended to form a bracket for a lam^ 
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the stoiipciitter preserving the coiivciitioiml firrangement in 
forming the cist, whether or not a lamp were provided. 




The contents were, four glass vessels, with fragments of a 
fifth. The largest, in which were deposited the calcined bones 
of a child, is formed of green glass, and is of uncommon form, 
remarkable, at the same time, for beauty of design and rough- 
ness in the execution. It measures 12 inches in height, by 
10 inches in diameter; the lower part very thin, thinner, in- 
deed, than ordinary window glass ; while the handles present 
a strong contrast from their solidity. This does not, like the 
smaller vessels, appear to have been formed in a mould, but 
to have been blown and shaped by hand, the handles fixed on 
afterwards in a careless manner, as in the instance of one that 
was broken, no junction had ever been made with the upper 
part of the vase. As a stopper to this vessel, was placed the 
glass No. 2 ; this is hollow, of lighter coloured glass than the 
vase, bearing somewhat the appearance of a lachrymatory. 
At the bottom is rndrly stamped the maker's mark, a human 
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figure, robed, with the arm extended, surrounded with the 
letters RIM, with parts of others, one appareutly an O. T\\e 
cist also contained two square glass bottles, which were placed 
in Une with the vase ; these, G^ inches high by 3^ inches 
across, had been formed in a mould, as appears from the mark 
at the bottom. They are of an ordinary form, with the reeded 
handle ; one was empty, the other contains a brown pasty sub- 
stance, clearly of vegetable origin, and resembling the lees of 
red wine. 

In addition to these four vessels, were found some small 
pieces of glass, that evidently had formed parts of a bottle of 
small size, which must have been interred in a fractured state. 
This is remarkable for the perfection of the material; the 
finest glass of the present day docs not exceed in whiteness, 
brilliancy, and pimty, these morsels; from their imperfect con- 
dition, no idea can be formed as to the object of this addition 
to the funeral remains. 

This discovery led me further to investigate the spot. Its 
marked position at the angle of the Roman earthwork, with 
the fragments of stone mixed with the soil near the cist, was 
an inducement at once to commence excavations, and the re- 
sults are traced on the plan at p. 175. At a distance of about 
twenty-five feet from the angle of the vallum, the fii-st coffin 
was found. Our digging proceeded towards the west, where 
we came to a quantity of large flint stones, from the chalk of 
the downs, laid in order without any appearance of moi-tar or 
cement. It was some days before we were able to fix any plan 
for this building (for such it evidently was) ; but its nature 
was difficult to determme, the more so, as the enclosure 
upon which we were at work had at some former period been 
disturbed, and the contents removed; sutficicnt, however, 
could be traced to prove that a wall had bein built of flints, 
twelve feet square outside meusuremcnt, two fett thick, and thus 
enclosing a space eight feet square. This we were led to con- 
jecture had contained a cist formed of thick tiles, such as have 
been discovered in the neighbourhood of York. These tiles 
had all been broken into small fragments ; btill, their rounded 
form, thickness, and shape of rim, exactly agreeing with the 
description of those at York, serve as evidence that such an 
interment had here formerly taken place. This enclosure we 
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found filled with remains of these tiles, pieces also of other 
pottery, aod stone which had been cut and employed for 
building. This was brought from the malm rock, wliicb oc- 
curs immediately beneath the chalk, and is to be found at 
Cocking, the nearest point from our discovorica ; mixed with 
this, was the substance called coneybury, from the fondness of 
rabbits to burrow where they meet with it. It is chalk mixed 
with clay, and, as none occurs near the spot, must have been 
brought from some of the hollows in the downs to fill the 
grave. In addition to this, were a few pieces of what would 
have been the most important part of the discovery, could 
sufficient be brought to light to record who it was that had 
been laid with such care in this place, fragments of a slab of 
Purbcck marble mixed up with the debris ; the letters, how- 
ever, were so few, that no connection could be made, and no 
meaning drawn from the remains. It is to be hoped that more 
of this inscription may be hereafter recovered. The letters 
are beautifxilly cut, with great regularity, and are two inches in 
length. 




1. Cist conlaining bones of child, nnd four glass vessels. 

1. Enclosure, 13 feet by 12, supposed to hnve contained a tile cist, 

3. Ura of earthenware, buried in the ground without protection. 

4. Ditto. Both these have been broken by the plough. 

6, Cist containing decayed glass vessels, with bones, earthen um, and 
fragments of iron. 

6. Um broken, containing bones, with coin of Hadrian , 

7. Stones on which fire had been lighted. 

8. Charcoal bed, 9 feet by 2. at the depth of 1 4 to ] 6 inebes. 

9. Eicavations proceeded thus far. All made ground, with pieces of the 

coffin, stone, and a fragment of iron coated with lead. 

To the west of this enclosure, at the spots marked 3 and 4, 
two interments were discovered. In these instances the bones. 
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after incremation, Iiad been roughly collected, mixed wid 
charcoal and clay, and placed iu an earthenware urn. Tk 
urns had not been deposited more than eight inches below tbe 
present surface, and consequently had l>ceu broken by the 
plough in the tillage of the field. Portions were collected flut- 
ficient to form the figure, showing that the shape had ncoHi 
resembled that of the perfect urn found in the second cist. 
No coin was met with in connection with these interments; 
indeed, the only trace of metallic substance we had hitherto 
observed, was the oxidized remains of a small piece of iron in 
the glass vessel with the bones of the child. Further researches 
in this direction proved that all the earth was made ground to 
n depth of eighteen inches, and contained many fragments of 
stone (lower green sand) chipped in the process of forraatitm 
from the cists. 

Our researches next extended in an easterly directii 
Commencing from the site of the first-found cist, we 
large chalk flints, placed side by side without mortar, whit 
shortly resolved themselves into a wall surrounding an 
closure of similar dimensions with that on the west side. This 
was filled with gravel, so hard and closely compacted, that 
for a time we passed it by as hopeless for any fruitful results. 
It differed so much from the made ground in every other 
direction, that it appeared never to have been moved. After 
some days, we determined to cut a trench through the centre, 
and were well rewarded. A flat slab of lower green sandstone 
was found, about fourteen inches below the surface, not in the 
exact centre of the enclosure, lying a Uttle towards the north, 
as if the wall had been built after the interment, when all the 
soil had been filled in, and the exact position of the coffin 
forgotten. 

Great interest was excited as the excavation proceeded; 
several friends had visited the spot with some ladies. We 
stood round anxiously expecting the moment when the cover 
could be with safety removed. Seventeen centuries had elapsed 
since the funeral pyi-e had bmmed, and friends standing roui ' 
had consigned the remains to the tomb.^ There was a brcal 

' It mij here be atsted, that white the 
ciiU iritli the limn and glatt Toaicli an) 
(otcDd«d l9 be prewTTod in the Museum 
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less silence when tUc lUI was raiaud. At the cast corner stood 
nil empty m-n (figure 1), perfect as upon the day when it came 
from tlie potter's hands ; in the centre, a mouldering mass of 
bones mixed with fragments of glass. Time had done its 
work; and, while the bones were in structure unchanged, 
since they were collected from the burning, the vessel in wliich 
they had been deposited had perished. It was with difficulty 
that sufficient fragments could be collected to show that ori- 
ginally the cist liad contained a vase of dark green glass, of 
considerable thickness, square, and large enough to have con- 
tained the quantity of bones, probably similar to the central 
vase in the Avisford cist, now preserved in the Mnsenni nt 
Chichester. It is remarkable, that whde the thin glass in tlm 
first cist remained almost unchanged, this thick glass, of tim 
substance of a quarter of an inch, had mouldered to dust. 




1. Um from Mcoml dsl, willi pottcr'a murk. 

3. Um from the ground, fouml nl fijiiirf 4 in the plnii. 

At tlie north-east corner, another heap of perishing remains 
appcnrcd, clearly of metallic origin : some few long pieces were 
on the surface, in lenglli from three to six inches, most care- 
fully mannfaetured. The iron had been pierced with rivets, 
having on one side knobs placed side by side about half an 
inch apart ; the other side of these rivets had been formed 
into screws; the whole had been fastened to some substance 
non-metaUic, probably wood. What could this have been? 
Was it arraoiu"? The Romans never buried defensive armour 
with their dead, otherwise it might have been the remains of 
the waiTinr'a helmet, or his shield, or the fragments of his 
greaves. We were in difficulty : cither it was a unique dia- 
X. 23 
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covery, or we wore mistaken in our appropriation of these 
remains. 

A visit from Mr. Roach Smith offered a solution for onr 
(loul)ta. In several instances, among the debris of Roman 
London, shoea or sandals have been found; these much re- 
semble what we discovered ; and so it seemed probable that 
not the armour of the soldier, but his shoea, had been placed 
in his coffin. If this be so, more than one pair had been given 
him, for at any rate the toes of three shoes remain, and nails or 
rivets enough to furnish the modern half-boots of a family of 
Sussex labourers. Sandals were discovered in the Avisford 
cist, although not remaining at the present time; but an 
engraving of the late Mr. King, kindly forwarded to me I 
Mr. Roach Smith, depicts a form bearing a resemblance I 
my discovery. These relics were contained in a deep cist o 
the lower green sandstone, the outside measurement beii^ 
3 feet 2 inches by 2 feet l^ inch, and 2 feet deep ; insid 
measurement, 3 feet 6 by 1 foot 7, and 16 inches deep, 
cover was a closely fittuig slab of the same dimensions, eighj 
inches thick. I 

Proceeding still towards the east, at the spot (No. 7) werfl 
some large flint stones, extended beyond the wall; on thet 
a fire had formerly been lighted, as they presented a burad 
appearance, and some morsels of charcoal remained. This la 
us to a bed of charcoal, about the usual depth of fourte 
inches below the surface, nine feet long by two feet widea 
And here again was a mystery : for what purpose this pyre?! 
It could not have been the remains of a funeral pile ; this 
must have bc«n far larger, and the remains more extensive; 
the space over which the cliarcoal extended, could never have 
contained the pile of wood necessary to consume a human 
body ; and in instances of Celtic pyres which have come luider 
my notice in Ireland, the entire form of the fire could clearly 
be traced. But, be this as it may, adjoining this bed we mef 
with a broken urn, of ruder manufacture and thicker potterj 
than those hitherto discovered. The hones in this had beei 
more completely burned than in the others, and were miiet 
with earth and charcoal. At the bottom of the urn was foiua 
the only clue which hitherto has presented itself to the age e 
these sepulchral reiuains — a coin of Hadrian, brass, in ven 
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l)a)! couditiuii : the reverse quite obliterated, thr legend gone, 
the eiiipemr only to be recognized hy the head ; still, sulHcJent 
remained to enable us to fix the period of the interments, and 
to prove that 1700 years must have passed since tliey were 
consigned to the touib. 

These five interments, two in stone coffins, and three in 
urns buried in the ground, are at present the results of our 
investigations ; but it may be fairly conjectured, that more 
remaui as yet unopened; the fragments of various kinds of 
earthenware, some unconnected with anything as yet dis- 
covered ; the various sources whence the stones ' mixed with 
the remains have been derived, point out some larger occupa- 
tion of the ground than is as yet apparent ; added to this, the 
report of the tenant, that he has met with obstruction to his 
crowbar in other places in the vicinity, lead to the liope that 
this is only a first histalment from a source of much interest, 
and that it may be hereafter my pleasing duty to relate further 
disuiterments to the Sussex ArchEeological Society. 



Snice the foregoing was placed hi the printer's hands, a 
visit to the British Museum, aided by the kindness of A. W, 
Franks, Ksq., has enabled me to add the following references, 
which may not be without interest. 

A two-handled vase {diota), of glass, similar to that found 
at Densworth, was discovered, in 1849, at Gelderstone, in 
Norfolk, by Mr. Yates ; it is figured in the Archmohgical 
Journal, vol. vi, page 109. A coin which accompanied the in- 
terment gives a date very closely coincident with that at 
Densworth, the legend being " Sabriua Aug. Hadriani Aug." 
Ii-on nails, much resembling those placed in the cist No. 5, 
occurred at Shockerwick, near Bath, in a stone coffin contain- 
ing a skeleton, mentioned in the proceedings of the Somerset 
Archaeological Society. 



' LowergTTOnMndstonBintliecLiUineiir- 
estqiiairiea intbo parish of Fittlevorth. 

Mttlm rock in (he cnt con 
nnnet site at Oocking 

Fliulafromlbcclislkofll 



Flint bouldon itom the louhore. 

A lump of iroiulone from tlio Wpulilen 

formation, 
llie marbls in llici slab apjwara to bcfruui 
Fiirhefk, it mny, liowrrcr, l-o Siwfcti. 
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A fragniciit uf iron, jibout six iiiclies long by two i: 
broa»i, thickly couUhI with lead, fouud dtiniig ihu exca^^lt!ull• 
to which T have n-it liithcrlo hHuHpcI, froiu uiictirtaititv as l" | 
its object, appeiirs. li}' rt'fcroiice to a stone sarcopbaails 
taiiiing a leadL-ii coffin, ihig up on the site of IViiiiiv Chufrli I 
Winories, London, in 1853, now deposited iu the Roman I 
GiJIery, British Museum, to have been a clamp for joining ik | 
upper and under parts of such a sarcophagus. 

As H-e hitherto have met with no coffin to which this cuuio | 
have belonged, it may perhaps lead to the supposition thi; 
there may have been fiu-ther interments of importance ialbt I 
vicinity. 1 

It may also be here observed, that the potter's ujark, li I 
seen on the earthenware urn in cist No. 5, p. 177, occurs ai» I 
on pottery lately dug up near Cliichcater, by W. H. FreeJand, f 



ON CKRTAIN INNS AND INN-SIGNS IN 
SUSSEX. 

nv MAIIK ANTONY LOWElt, M.A., F.S.A. 



HE Archaiology of Inns is a subject which merits luoru 
attention than it has yet received. It offers several ilhistra- 
tions of the manners and habits of our ancestors which havo 
become obsolete. The Signs too by which these houses of 
entertainment are distinguished are in many instances con- 
nected with religious symbolism and with heraldry. In Englkh 
Surnames, edition 1849, vol. ii. pages 133-153, I have treated 
somewhat largely of Inn Signs ; and I shall therefore make no 
general remarks on the subject, but simply quote the classifi- 
cation I there adopted. 

"There arc seven principal classes of Signs, each of which 
is susceptible of subdivisions, viz. : — I. Those of a Religious 
Origin; II. Those derived from Heraldry; III. Those referring 
to Distinguished Pei-sons; IV. Those which are emblematicd 
of Inns; V. Those referring to particular Trades; VI. Those 
allusive to Sports and Pastimes ; VII. Miscellaneous." 

Following this arrangement, I shall first allude to such 
Sussex Inns as refer to religious symboUsm. The Cross, the 
great but simple and common symbol of Christianity, is fre- 
quent in Sussex as elsewhere. For instance, Chichester, our 
episcopal city, presents us with a Golden Cross, Rotherfield 
with a Red Cross, Ansty in Cuckiield with a Green Cross, 
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ami WiiUlroii willi a Crosa-iu-IIaud. SoiiHitiuR's the imiiic 
ui' it piirticLilar saint is associated with this symbul, iis Mark- 
Cross near Rotherfield, and St. John's Cross at Mouiitfield. In 
conjuuctiou with these signs, most, if not all of which date from 
time immemorial, I may mention that before the Reformation, 
wayside crosses were commonly placed at the intersections of 
public highways, where they served the double purpose of 
exciting the devotion of wayfarers, and of directing them on 
their road. They were thus the precursors of the madeni 
" hand-post." Indeed they were literally " hand " or " finger" 
posts, as will be seen in the 
accompanying woodcut, co- 
pied from a representation 
of one in Barclay's S/n'p of 
Fook's} The Mark-Cross and 
St.John's Cross signs doubt- 
less hand down to our times 
the remembrance of wayside 
crosses of this sort. Other 
localities are also known by 
this symbol, as Stone Cross 
in Laughton, High Cross in 
Framfield, Hand-Cross in 
Slaugham, New Cross in — , 
and Wych Cross in EastGriu- 
stead, perhaps so named in 
honour of the great county 
saint, St. Richard de laWych, 
Bishop of Chichester. Some- 
times these wayside or inter- 
section crosses were caUcd 
Crouches, from the Latin crux ; and we have several traces of 
them in Sussex, as the Crouch at Seaford,HighCrouch,Katty's^ 
Crouch, Fair Crouch, and Crow Crouch. The pedestal of a 
wayside ctoss with a part of its shaft still remains in the garden 
of the toll-gate at Stanford Pound, in the parish of Firle. A 
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word or two umy also he; said of market crosses. Chichf^ster 
Cross, a fine medieval structure, has already been described in 
these CoUedions} There was also, long since, a niarket-crosa 
in the middle of the town of Hailsham ; and the mntilated 
remains of another still exist at Alfriston. The annexed 
rut shows this object as it stood in the year 1833, before 
the so-called "restorations" took place. 




The Lrnnh, everywhere a common sign, was formerly the 
" Holy Lamb" bearing a cross and banner. The I^amb Inn at 
Eastbourne, the property of our active niCDiber, Mr. William 
llnrvey, is probably one of the oldest houses of entertainment 
in the county. It has a crypt or vaulted cellar of the Early 
English period, with lofty ribs and a central boss, as shown in 
the subjoined woodcut. It is in excellent preservation. Tra- 
dition connects it by a subterraneous passage with the old 
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piirsonagf-Iiouse at the north side of the parish chiiP^ 
nlthoiigh that edifice has marks of high antiquity, there is 1 
the least ground for the tradition. 



At Uckfield the Maidens Head occutb as a sign. Whctlj 
this refers to the Vu-gin Mary, or to the Roman Catholic legi 
of the eleven thousand ^gins, is nnknown. Sussex is 5 
very rich in saintly signs ; there arc, however, several Geo; 
(Ocorgc and Drngon); and at Unrwiisli there is a St. Cnthei 
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and her Wheel, though the religious origin of it is lost to po- 
pular apprehension, and tlie wayside hostelry is known only 
as the " Burwash Wheel." 

The Star and the Half-Moon (crescent) are of senit-religious 
origin, and abound everywhere. They probably go back to the 
times of the Crusades, Sussex possesses two rather remarkable 
Star Inns. The Star at Alfriston, with its curious carved or- 
naments of the sixteenth century, I have already described 
in Vol. IV. of these Collections, where a plate of it is given. 
The'Stor Hotel at Lewes bore that designation so far back as 
1555, when it acquired a considerable degree of local-historical 
celebrity from its association with the Marian pei-secution. It 
was in the High Street of the town, immediately in front of 
this inn, that many of the " witnesses " of the Protestant faith 
heroically met their doom. The tirst recorded victim immo- 
lated "at the signe of the Stan-e," was Uericke Carver, "bere- 
brewer," of Brighthelmston, in the month of July, 1555. A 
detailed narrative of the event is given, with singular pathos, 
in Foxe's Ads and Monuments, and reprinted in the Smsea; 
Martyrs, page 7 et seq} I may add parenthetically that the 
trade of "bere-brewing," in the modern sense of the word, was 
then of recent introduction from Flanders, of which country 
poor Cai'ver was a native ; and also that the descendants of that 
individual continued to exercise the same calling at Brighton 
for two or three generations, for in the Lewes Registry there 
is a will of a Dericke Carver, of Brighthelmeston, "bcerc- 
brewer," dated Dec. 6, 1628; so that the testator was pro- 
bably a grandson of the martyr. He mentions his eldest son, 
Dericke Carver, a minor, whom he directs to dwell with his 
mother, "keeping forward her business of bruinge," His testa- 
mentary charge to his young wife, then with child, is affecting. 
" I desire my said wife," says he, " in the feare of God, and as 
ever shee loved me, shoe wUl be a carefull and lovinge raotlier 
unto all my children, and to see that they bee brought up in 
the feare and nurture of the Lord ; that soe after my decease 
the liOrd may bee a husband unto her, and a father unto my 
little ones, as I doubt not that hee will." 

It was also in one vast funeral pile in front of this inn, that 
on the 22nd June, 1557, Richard Woodman and nine other 



' PubliahiJ bj Baxter and Son. Lowes. 
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persons {men and women) were put to dojith for tlieir religion* 
opiniona. 

There is strong reason to believe that the Star Hotel stands 
upon the site of tlie original county jnil.^ Tradition affirms 
this, and it is probable that the great vaulted cellar b("neath it 
was at least the temporary prison of the martyrs, Tliis cellar, 
wliicii measures about forty-five feet by tweiity-one, lias a 
phiin vaulting without ribs. It is reached by a winding stair 
from the hall of the hotel, and is also accessible from the liigh 
Street by a flight of steps. The entrance arch, which has been 
much mutilated, has some moiddings of early character, and 
there arc remains of three obtusely pointed openings of later 
date, by which it was of old dimly lighted. A curious piece 
of iron frame-work is preserved in the cellar, and popular 
tradition connects it with the martyrs — it being, according to 
some, the gridiron whereon they were partly broiled prepara- 
tory to the dernier supplice, while others make it a rack for 
torture of anotlier kind. To an ordinary observer it has more 
the appearance of a rack for the stowage of good liquor — but 
its uses are not obvious. 

II. The Inn-Signs derived from Heraldry abound eveiy- 
where, and there arc some in Sussex which have a quasi- 
historical origin. The two favourite badges of the House of 
Lancaster were the silver Swan and the white Antelope, which 
latter is often confounded with the White Hart of Richard H. 
Theirprogcnitor, the celebrated John of Gaunt, "time-honoured 
Lancaster," possessed great feudal rights in East Sussex, and 
Ashdown Forest was called, from him, Lancaster Great Park ; 
and it is really curious to note how many inns are still known 
by these badges. There are Swans at East Grinstead, Forest- 
Row, Chailey, Falmcr, the ClifFe, Southovor, DalUngton, 
Hastings, &c. ; and White Harts at West Hotbly, Busted, 
Crawley, Lewes, Horaebridge, Cuckfield, Newhaveu, Wad- 
hurst, Catsficld, and Guestling. There are other Swans and 
White Harts in West Sussex. 

A similar trace of the ancient influence of the greatest bouse 
of West Sussex is observable in the inn-signs of that division. 
The White Horse is the sinister supporter of the Howards, and 
the White £ion is the dexter supporter of tlie same noble 

' Sen BBltir'f Lt-ms Onidr, 1847. 
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house, as well as tbe charge of their ancestors the Mowbrajs. 
This Norfolk asceiulancy is raaiiifest in the White Horse 
signs at Steyning, Slaugham, Bury, Chichester, East Dean, 
Easebourue, Graffhaiu, South Ilarting, Oving, Rogate, Stor- 
rington, Sutton, and Westbounie, as well as at Ilurst and 
Ditchhng, locally m East Sussex ; and the White Lions at 
Braniber, Shoreham, Thakeliani, and South Bersted. I may 
add also the White Lion and the White Horse (the latter now 
destroyed) at Lewes, in immediate proximity to Lewes Castle, 
where the Duke of Norfolk, as representative of the Mowbrays, 
still holds a coparcenary interest in the ancient fee of De 
Wnrenne. The White Lion has also a locus gtaitdi in the 
armorial shield of the borough of Lewes. 

Many of the inns of Sussex bear as their signs the arms of 
noble and gentle families of influence in the vicinity, existing 
or extinct, as the Norfolk Arms at Armidel and Horsham, the 
Pelham Arms at Lewes and Brighton, the Sheffield Amis at 
Fletching, the Abergavenny Arms at Frant, the Egremont 
Arms at Birdhani, the Winterton Arms at Boxgrove, the Selsey 
Arms at West Dean, the Newburgh Arms at Sliudon, the 
Trevor Arms at Glynde, the Fuller Arms at Brightling, the 
Sergison Arms at Hayward's Heath, tlic Frankland Arms at 
Washington, the Shelley Arms at Horsham and Maresficld, 
the Burrell Arms at West Grinstead, the Hurst Arms at 
Horsham, the Hollist Arms at Ijodsworth, the Board Arms 
and Bent Arms at Lindfleld. The Dorset Arms occur at Lewes, 
East Grinstead, and Hartfield. This sign is known at Lewes 
as " The Cats," from the supporters of the Dorset shield being 
two cat-like figures called in heraldry spotted leopards, and it 
was so known in 1670.' The Cat at West Hothly is probably 
derived from the same source. The house now occupied as 
the Lewes post-office is described in old deeds as the " Three 
Pelicans " — the arms of Pelham. 

Besides these " whole coats," several parts of family armo- 
rial ensigns are found as signs ; as the " Buckle," the Pelham 
badge at Bishopston ; the Bull's Head, part of the Curteis 
arms, at Borcham ; the Ram, the crest of Gage, at Firle ; the 
Red Lion, a charge of the Thomas arms, at Willingdon ; 
I _ the Ash-trec, part of the Ashburnham crest, at Ashburnham ; 

^^H ' UareHrld'a Ltwtt, i. Ajip. xxvii. 
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the Tiger, tho crest of the M ichelbornes, at Liiidficld, where tiiB 
family resided tanp. Edw. IV. — so that this is a very ancient 
eign ; the Griffin, at FlctchiDg, from the denii-griffin, the Earl 
of Slu-ttidd's crest; and the Spread-Eagle, in and near Mid- 
hurst, the crest of the Lords Montague, The Turk's Head at 
Frant may be a misnomer for the Saracen's Head, the crest of 
Darrell of Scotney. There are probably several other instanoea 
of this kind which have escaped my observatiou. 

The Black Lion, a defunct inn, gave name to one of the 
ancient streets of Brighton, while the Black Boy and the Boar's 
Head, equally heraldric, have conferred their designations upon 
two hamlets situated respectively in the parishes of Framfield 
and Rotherfield, 

Somewhat analogous to these, are the signs which form 
puns or "rebuses" on the names of places, as the " War-BiU 
in Tun " — a battle-axe stuck into a barrel of foaming ale — al 
Warbleton ; the "Crow and Gate," at CrowborougL Gate; 
and the " Runt and Tun" — a young cow stationed by a beer 
barrel — formerly at Runtington, a hamlet of Ileathfield. The 
" Bull's Head " rejoices in its proper sphere at Girrinff ! 

III. The signs referring to distinguished jieraons have no 

marked peculiarity in Sussex. We have- the usual number of 

Kings' Heads, Queens' Heads, Dukes of Wellington, et omne 

hoc ffenus ; but the Jtoi/al Oak has in this county more than 

usual significance. This loyal sign, well known in vaiioaH 

parts of England, alludes of course to the escape of Charles U. 

after the battle of Worcester, and his concealment in the oak 

at Boscobel. This sign was formerly given with some absurd 

peculiarities which are humorously commented upon in T&e 

^^ Microcosm, by, I believe, the (afterwards) eminent statesuiaa, 

^^L George Canning. These consisted in making the curls of his 

^^1 sacred majesty's wig more voluminous and more numerous 

^^B than the leaves of the oak, and iu securing the fugitive mo- 

^H narch from all observation by sticking three regal crowns of 

^H targe dimeusions on as many promiuent branches of the tree ! 

^^L But, as the same writer facetiously observes— 

II 



" I'iotoribiis atquc poctiB, 

QuiJlibet audeudi semper fitit sqiia potestaa ; ' 



and this may be reckoned a very allowable jjoetical 
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inasmuch aa it lets the spectator into the secret "who ia in 
the tree." But it is apt to make him, at the same time, throw 
the accusation of negligence and want of penetration on the 
three dragoons, who are usually depicted in the foregroimd 
cantering along very composedly, with serene countenances, 
erect persons, and drawn swords very little longer than them- 
selves ! The Royal Oak became a favourite denotement of 
Sussex inns ahout a century ago, when Mr. Charles Pendrell, 
a lineal descendant of one of the brothers Pendrell who pre- 
served the king's life, settled as a respectable medical practi- 
tioner at Alfriston. This gentleman enjoyed his hereditarj' 
pension of one hundred marks, and right of universal free- 
warren, as conferred July 24, 37 Car, II. He was proud of 
the allusive coat of arms which had been granted, with more 
than his usual gratitude, by the " merry monarch " to his 
family ; and, as he bore the loyal name of Charles, he made it 
a condition, whenever he became sponsor for a baptized child, 
that Charles should be the Christian name. Hence the fre- 
(juency of that appellative in the Ade and other families, to 
whom he stood in the relation of medical attendant or personal 
friend. The little roadside public-house at Longbridge, near 
Alfriston (now destroyed), was so named at his suggestion ; 
and his grandson, John Martin Pendrell, was landlord of 
another lloyal Oak at Lewes. John Richard Pendrell, the 
son of that person, is now a policeman at Rottingdean. He 
succeeded, a few years since, in establishing hia claim to the 
pension, which for some time had been withheld, in conse- 
quence of a suit in chancery as to right heirs. He lately 
possessed, but has now unfortunately sold, a large drinking- 
bowl, an heirloom of several generations, and said to have 
been carved from a branch of the Boscobel oak. I saw it 
some twelve years since, and I am not without hopes of offer- 
ing a representation of that and other relics connected with 
Charles's escape in an early volume of the Collections. 
There are other Royal Oaks at Barcombe, Ditchling, Mayfield, 
Hastings, Shennanbury, Flimwell, Walbcrton, West Wittering, 
Pett, and a newly erected one close to the Roman walls of 
Pevensey, 

In connection with this subject must be mentioned the 
King's Head in West Street, Brighton, so named from the 
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fact of King Charles having taken temporary shelter thrrS 
nfter his circuitous and secret journey from Worcester to that 
town, from whence, in the night of Oct. 14, IfiSl, he took hii 
voyage to Fecamp, in the coal-brig of Captain Tattersul. Thi« 
inn had previously been called the "George." The stateiueut 
of the Boscobel Tracts is, that " the King arrived at last al 
llie George Inn in Bright helniston." 

IV. The Sussex signs enibleraetical of inns present ua irilh 
no speciality. The (^hequei-s (absurdly derived by old-schotd 
antiquaries from 'the ehequy bearing of the De Wareiines, bal 
traceable to Pompeii and Roman times), the Barley Mow, the 
Three Cups {perhaps heraldric), and a few others of the same 
sort, require no remark. 

The Leaf her -hot tie near Angiuering gave name to "Leather- 
bottle Lane"; and it reminds us of a quaint old sonj 
(nirious refrain : — 



« 



V. The signs allusive to employments are principally of 
the agricultural or the maritime description, as tlie Plough, 
Harrow, Wheatsheaf ; and towards the coast, the Ship, Old 
Ship, Cutter, Schooner, Anchor, &c. 

Tlie " Gun " at Cliiddingly, Bridge, and Netherfield in 
Battel, refers to the great ordnance cast in those localities in 
the days of the Sussex u-onworks; and there is a tradition 
that the first-named of these liostelries was established by a 
man who was, or had been, head workman at Stream foundry, 
80 long and profitably carried on by the gentry family of 
French. 

VI. Those relating to sports, are the Greyhound, Stag, Fox, 
Fox and Hounds, Hare and Hounds, and such like, common 
to moat sylvan districts. The Roebuck at Laugliton is a 
reminiscence of tlie ancient afi'orcsted state of that locality, as 
is also the "Green Man" near the Broyle, an ancient chase 
or park at Ringmer. According to tradition, this house was 
formerly kept by the ranger or keeper of that enclosure. An 
early proof of fondness for the " noble " game of cricket 13 
found in the clinnge, above a century ago, of the Broad Oak 
tit Chiddingly into tlic " Batt and Ball." Tlie mnie ancient 
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pnstime of bell-ringing is referred to in several signs, wliich 
represent the number of bella in the neighbouring steeples, as 
the Five Bells at Chailey ; the Six Bells at Chidtlingly, Nor- 
thian], and Lyminster; and the Eight Bells at Bolney and 
Salehurst. There is also an Eight Bells at Jevington, though 
the tower now contains but one fourth of that number. The 
inn at Iden is called simply the Iden Bells. 

VII. With a few words on Sussex inn-signs of a miscel- 
laneous character, I shall conclude a paper which, though 
perhaps, in the opinion of some, falling short of the dignity of 
archiEological science, doubtless contains a few facts not un- 
worthy of preservation ; especially at a time when a great 
revolution is going on in inn-sign nomenclature.^ Among 
these miscellaneous signs may be mentioned those which 
refer to the old sylvan condition of a great portion of the 
county. There are in the Weald two or three "Sussex Oaks," 
a couple of " Broad Oaks," and a " Friar's Oak" — the latter 
associated, in all probability, with some forgotten legend. At 
Mayfield there is a "Five Ashes," but this must not be con- 
founded with the Five-Ash Down of a neighbouring parish. 
At Chalvington the " Yew Tree " derives its name from a 
venerable tree of that species. The " Old Tree " at Seaford 
stands near the site of the pillory, and it would appear, from 
the corporation records, that a tree called the " Pyllorie 
Tree" formerly stood hard by. The " New Inns," like the 
New Houses, New Bridges, and New Places, are generally 
the oldesi in their localities. Thus the New Inn at Pevensey 
has borne that name for two centuries, and perhaps much 
longer. 

There arc two very unusual signs in West Sussex, of which 
I am not prepared to offer any elucidation ; viz., the " Sussex 
Pad" at Lancing, and the "Bal's Hut" at Walberton. It 






' The beer-housw preaeot ua with «ome 
Torfcurioiu"iieiT-ia(eiited donotementa." 
Heraldry Menu to be in the ucoDiIsnt, 
capeciollj in Levea and ita lioiaity, where 
vo have, or Lave had, the Railway Arma, 
the Poitbof 'a Arms, the Tunn<>l Arms, the 
KoTigator's Anna, the BeTPnuo Arms, and 
the Prjory Anna — "arma" bting appa- 
wnUy.lollienpprelir-" '"- " — 



iionofthi'ni 



if — "Liconaffd to bs 
drunk on the premxaes." The high court 
of chiTBlr; no longer eiiati, and the power 
of heraldic kin|a ia oripplcd, or we would 
fain call in their authontj, and make the 
Postboy and the Bailway, the NaTigBtor 
and tho TuDDol, oihibit and giro proof of 
tlieir respective bcoringal 
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bas been siiggc^sted that Pad means a cob or small riding-horse 
— but why iSfffit^c.v Pad ? Again, who and what was Bal— 
why and when did he build liis Hut — and lastly, wherefore 
did such hut become the sign of an inn and the name of a 
hamlet ? 



MEDIEVAL POTTKilY FOUND AT SKAFORD. 

BY WILLIAM FIGO, F. S. A. 



■(lay, the 22n(l of May, 1858, a remarkable piece 
of mediaeval pottery was found at Seaford, in digging the 
foundations for a new school ; it is in chai-acter precisely similar 
to that of a mcdiieval knight discovered at Lewes in 1840 (see 
Sasse,r Collections, Vol. I. p. 45), and evidently designed, as in 
the former case, for holding liqnids. 

In the present instance the figure is intended for that of a 
stag ; on each of the sides are rude figures representing boars, 
attacked both before and behind by animals of which it is 
difficult to give a description ; they may be intended for griffins 
or doga. It is covered with green glaze of a somewhat lighter 
colour than that found in 1846. The workmanship is so 
similar as almost to lead to the supposition that they were 
both made by the same individual. In that recently found 
the workmanship is more elaborate, and therefore, probably, a 
later production from the same manufactory, if not from the 
same hand. The general outlines, and the rude representation 
of the legs, are afikc in each. 

It is certainty very singular that no examples having any 
resemblance to these have been found in England, except in 
this neighbourliood ; this would lead to the supposition that 
these curious relics are the production of some resident arti- 
ficer, whose fancy produced these remarkable grotesques. 

The specimen found at Seaford is in height 8| inches, and 
in lengtli i\\ inches; it was much broken, but lias been 
_flo well restored, that nothing is wanting except a few small 

25 
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pieces, the loss of which in no way interferes with the perfect 
understanding of the whole design. Several fragments of pot- 
tery, apparently portions of a similar figure, were discovered 
amongst the earth. 

The characteristics of the two specimens found in Sussex 
are very peculiar, that from Lewes pointing to chivalry, while 
the one from Seaford is, with the stag and boars, so strongly 
allusive to the chase : these having formed almost exclusively 
the business and the pleasure of the higher classes in England 
at the period when these objects were probably produced. 

The members of the Sussex Archaeological Society w^ill, I am 
sure, feci grateful to our local secretary at Seaford, Henry 
Simmons, Esq., and several other members there, for the great 
pains taken for the preservation of this second singular exam- 
ple of mediaeval pottery, which will form part of the Society's 
Museum in Lewes Castle. 

Some time since I met with a loose plate, No. 23, voL ii. of 
Ackermann's Repository of Arts y representing the figure of a 
cow, described as "a curious specimen from Agrigentum," 
which nmst have been intended to be used for the same pur- 
pose as those discovered in Sussex. As I have not the work 
to refer to, I am unable to give any account of it, but the 
general resemblance is such that I have been induced to have 
it engraved, for comparison with our Sussex examples. 
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PROGRESS OF KING EDWARD VI. 
IN SUSSEX. 

BY JOHN GOUGH NICHOLS, ESQ.. F.S.A. 



" liidc OiiillorcJnai, Pptvoorlhaquu traniit hi ami 

Cumniodnl indo sum Coudrirt Till* Ure*. 

Niiii fiiit ioiiBunis tanCi Ilulfiiakera triumphi. 

Nan Warblingtano proiima rips froto." 

TuoMis Stiplbtokob, in CitlUgii iri/fhtir, 
CarmiiUlnu Oraltlaloriu. 



OoR moiiarchs, in the middle ages, were of necesaity migra- 
tory. Their large households, and the concourse of suitors 
which attended their courts, not merely for extraordinary 
favours, but for the ordinary administration of justice — the 
numerous retainers attendant both upon the suitors and the 
courtiers, and their troops of friends and witnesses — all occa- 
sioned a demand for extensive supplies of provisions ; whilst 
the badness of the roads, at least in certain soils and seasons, 
and the imperfect means of conveyance, conduced to render 
those supplies, after a time, scarce and inadequate. Thus, 
when the products of one neighbourhood were nearly exhausted, 
it became expedient to remove to another locality. That this 
inconvenience was felt, as much as ever, in the reign of Edward 
the Sixth, we have his own testimony; for he tells us in his 
Jounial, that in his progress of 1552, wlien he was at Petworth, 
it was found necessary to send away the greater part of his 
train, for "they were enough to eat np the country." 

In the days of our earlier kings the royal manors and castles 
were scattered over the whole area of the realm, and they would 
generally puss from one to another without ta.tiiig the hospi- 
ility of tliiir subjects ; but, if the intermediate distance wa-s 
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such as to require some eiitertaiiinicnt by the way, tlicrc WW 
always some wcll-revciuietl abbey, bound by its religious duty 
to afford lodging to oil wayfarers, and bound by loyalty as well 
as religion to receive the royal train. The e<imvaleiit waa 
returned, when required, in lands and privileges; and, when 
the church was satiated with riches, she was content to be 
repaid with tlie royal countenance and protection, aud the 
customary oft'erings upon her altars. 

The dissolution of religious houses destroyed these capa- 
cious and ever-open hostelries. The civil wars had previously 
disuiantlcd many castles, or a change of manners rendered 
them disagreeable for residence; whilst improvident grants 
and reckless favouritism alienated many royal manors. In 
numberless cases both castles and manors became hereditary 
possessions in the families of those who had been appointed 
their keepers for the crown. When the sovereign now made 
his progresses, he could oidy occasionally occupy liia own 
castles or palaces ; but in most of his stages he was lodged 
under the roof of the wealthy among his subjects. This mode 
of passing a summer arrived at its height of splendour and 
enjoyment in the reign of Klizabcth, who put her nobility to 
enormous and sometimes ruinous expense in her entertain- 
ment, and wJiose "princely ])leasureB " at Kenilworth, at 
Theobalds, at Cowdray, and other mansions too numerous to 
recount, were largely celebrated by chronicler and poet.' The 
same custom was continued in the reign of James I.,^ in whose 
piping times of peace the dramatic talents of Ben Jonson, 
Dekker, Marston, and Chapman, with all the galaxy of minor 
poets, were frequently invoked, to give grace and spirit to the 
sylvan interludes and the more gorgeous domestic masques. 
enacted with the most splendid scenery and costume, and 
the magnificent architectural conceptions of Inigo Jones, with 
which the monarch was welcomed and amused. These gay 
doings continued during the reign of Charles I,, until the royai 
progress was merged in the march and countermarch of Cava- 
liers and Roundheads. 

Some memoraVile progresses were made by Henry '' 

' 8co The Progreaies aad Fnhlie Pro- 
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but I am not awfire whether with hiiu they were customary 
year by year. At any rate, they have not hitherto found an 
historian, except in one instance, which is of the year 1541, 
shortly after a great rebeUion in Lincolnshire. The King then 
passed through that lately disturbed county, and afterwards 
proceeded ns far as York. In the volumes of the ArcliBeological 
Institute, Mr. Hunter has given, in two portions, a very in- 
teresting account of this progress of King Harry. 

Hia youthful successor made only one progress, properly so 
called, which was in part through the county of Sussex, and 
which therefore, I venture to believe, offers an appropriate 
subject for the attention of this Society. This occurrence has 
been already twice mentioned in the Society's Collections, but, 
as it has happened, in both places with wrong dates. In our 
fifth volume, at page 185, it is said to have taken place in the 
year 1547 ; in our sixth volume, at page 53, it is stated that 
King Edward VI, visited Petworth in 1551, and again in 
1554. In fact, he was only in Sussex once, and that was in 
the year 1552, 

I have said above that this was King Edward's only pro- 
gress, which must be understood to mean that it was his first 
and only progress in which he went any distance from home ; 
his former joiu-neys, probably on account of his youth, having 
scarcely exceeded the round of his own palaces. Thus, two 
years before, on the 8th of June, " the gests of my progress," 
he writes in his Journal, " were set forth, which were these : 
— from Greenwich to Westminster, from Westminster to Hamp- 
ton Court, from Hampton Court to Windsor, from Windsor 
to Guilford, from Guilford to Oatlands, from Oatlands to 
Richmond." 

These were all the King's own houses ; and in the following 
summer Edward's removes were to Hampton Court, Hichmond, 
Windsor, thence to the Bishop of Winchester's at ramham, to 
Windsor again, to Oatlands, and to Hampton Court again. 

The gests of a progress were its prearranged stages, drawn 
up in the form of a calendar, noting, together with the places, 
the days on which the King was to remove, and the distances 
he would have to travel. I have not found any gests for the 
progress of 1552, but all its stages are precisely recorded, and 
may be described without hesitation. 
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On "the 27lli of Jiuie the King's Majesty removed from 
Greenwich by water unto Putney, and there he took his 
horse unto Hampton Court, on his progress."' On the 7tli of 
.1 uly he removed thence to Oatlands ; on the 1 5th to Guilford ; 
iind on the 21st he entered Susses, and came to Petworth : on 
the 25th he proceeded to Cowdray ; on the 27th to Halnaker ; 
niid on the 2nd of August {quitting Sussex) he carae to Warb- 
tington. He afterwards visited Bishop's Wnltham, Portstuouth. 
'I'ichficld, Southampton, Beaulieu, Christchurch, Wood lauds ill 
Dorsetshire, Sahsbury, Wilton, Mottisfont, Win cheater. Basing, 
Donnington Castle, Reading, and so came to Windsor, where 
he arrived on the 15th of September. 

Some time before the commencement of the progress, it had 
l»een arranged that the King should be accompanied by a con- 
siderable armed force, in addition to his own yeomen of the 
guard. It was to be composed of detachments of the bands 
which were then maintained (with allowances from the crown) 
by the principal nobility. Under the 23rd of May, the King 
entered in his Journal :— 

" It was appointed that theis bandes of men of amies should 
goe with me this progresse : — 

Lord Treasauronr . . . 30 Lord Admiral 15 

Lord Great Master . . 2a Lord Darcy 30 

I;ord Privy Scale ... 30 Lord Cobham 20 

Duke of Soffolk .... 26 Lord Wardein .... 20 
Earl of Warwike ... 25 Mr.Vice Chamberlein . 15 

Earl of Rutland .... 15 Mr. Sadler 10 

Earl of Huntington . . 25 Mr. Sidney 10." 

Earl of Penbroke ... 50 
A month after, on the 23rd of June: — 

" It was agreed, that the bandes of men of amies appointed 
to Mr, Sidney, Mr. Vice ChnmI>eHein, Mr. Hobby, and Mr, 
Sadlier, should not be furnished, but left of." 

But still it was found, when the King was staying at Pet- 
worth, that his troops of followers were more than the country 
could support : — 

" Because," he writes, " the nombre of bandis that went 
with me this progresse, made the traine great, it was thou ght | 
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good they should be sent home, save only 150, wit'li were 
pickt out of al tlie baiitlis. This was bicause the trniiie was 
thought to bo uier 4,000 horse, wich ware inough to eat iip 
the country ; for ther was litle medow nor hay al the way as 
I went." 

, The following is the record of the same change of arrangc- 
•nients, as entered in the Register of the Privy Council : — 

" At Petworth, the xxiijth July. The King's Ma"" being 
enfornicd that the nombres of his bandcs of horsemen that are 
presently following his Highnes' trayne by his Ma" appoint- 
ment, are more than, haveiug regarde to the want of provision 
and forrage.may well be continewed without sume hinderaunce 
to the cmitrie, and pestering of the trayne, his Ma'^' this day 
resolved that the sayd numbers shold be deminished, and 
devided in sort as foUoweth ■} — The Lord Trcasourer, xx. ; the 
Lord Privie Seal, xv. ; the Duke of Suiibike, xv. ; th' Erie of 
Huntingdon, x. ; the Lord Admyndl, x. ; the Lord Chambcr- 
loyne, xv. ; the Lord Cobham, x. ; the Lord Warden, xv. ; th' 
Erie of Warwik, xxv.— Total, CI." 

Thus the bands of the great lords, at first amounting to 
345, were reduced to 150 ; but the King was besides attended 
by his own guard, to whom, by warrant dated the 5th of June, 
had been delivered cxxvj. liverie bowes and iiij" guilt javelinges, 
for their furniture for this year, and cxxv. sheaves of arrows, 
which with their cases and girdles cost xxxiij li. vjs. viij d.^ 
Nor do these figures represent the numbers of the men; for, in 
anticipation of the progress of 1 550, there was " a warrant to 
Sir Philip Hobie, Knight, master of the ordonance, and to his 
deputies, to deliver unto John Pers, clerke of the checque, cce 
livery bowes, etc sheefs of arrows, with girdclls and cases to 
the same, and also ccc halberds, for the fiu-niturc of cce of the 
King's majesties yeomen extraordmarie, to atteud on his High- 
ness' person during his pleasure;" and on the 6th September 
following, " a warrant to Sir Edward Pcckhaui, for vjCxx li. to 
the yomen of the garde extraordinarye, for wayting this pro- 

Igresse for Julie and August." 
The King was also accompanied, for greater state, by several 
■a 
the I 
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' So the numbers appcnr in tho vojij of 14,026, bul one item appcan t* 
I the PriTV CouBcil RegliUr, 118. Addit. cirnt, to complete the lotol of 1! 
- MS. Beg. IS C. XXIV. t. 21U b. 
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of the heralds, who, by a warrant dated the 9t!i of October, 
" were allowed for their diet, in their attendance on his Majestic 
ihiringhis progress, from the 5th of July to the 7th of October : 
— to Garter King of Arms, x s. per diem ; to Clftreuccux and 
Norroy, each vj s, viij d. ; to Somerset, iiij s. ; to RougedrogoD 
and Bluemantle, each ij s. ; and to Ulster the same as the other 
provincial Kings, to the 2nd of September only."' Besides- 
these allowances, they also received a gratuity of xxs. from each 
of the great towns into which the King entered for the first 
time ; which were Guilford, Portsmouth, Southampton, Salis- 
bury, Winchester, and Reading. He did not visit the city of 
Chichester, though staying at Cowdray and Ilalnaker. 

The King's sixteen trumpeters had also received their accus- 
tomed hveries shortly before the commencement of the pro- 
gress. On the 3rd of May the sum of iiiCxv h. iiij s. had been 
issued, for the provision of red cloth for liveries for the yeomen, 
gromcs, pages, and others belonging to the privy chamber; 
and on the 5th of June was issued " a warraunt to th' Exche- 
quier to pay to Edraond Standon, clerk of the stable, the 
sumine of Cli. towards the furniture of things necessarie for 
the King's Ma"" agaynst this progresse." 

Such were some of the preparations made for those who 
constituted the King's personal servants and guards. But, 
together with the King, the greater part of tlie council, who 
were the real governing body of the kingdom, also went this 
progress. One of them, Sir Philip Iloby, was left in the Tower 
of London, with special charge of the metropolis, and a weekly 
allowance of xxli. for his diets ;^ and in consequence he caught 
a fit of ague in that moat-encircled forlrcss. The rest were, 
more or less, attendant upon their sovereign. On examination 
of the Privy Council Register, I have found that seven couu- 
cillors accompanied him throughout the whole progress, viz.: — 
the Lord Treasurer (Winchester), the Lord Privy SealtBcdford), 
the Duke of Suffolk, the Lord Great Chaniberiain (North- 
ampton), the Lord Chamberlain (Darcy), the Vice-Chamberlain 
(Gates), and Secretary Cecill. The Uukc of Northumberland, 
the Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Admiral (Clinton), and Sir John 
Mason, joined the cavalcade at Salisbury : Secretary Petre came 
to Basing. 

' us, H*(i. 13 C, XXIV, f. £61, - Privy CwuutJ Buok. 
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Tiie houses at which the King sojoiimed in Sussex wwe 
three only — Petworth, Cowdray, and Halnaker. I have do 
new information to give respecting either of these well-known 
mansions, but may beg for indulgence in making a few remarks 
tipon the state of each at the period in question. 

Petwortu was the principal southern manor of the great 
house of Pei-cy, Earls of Northumberland. But they had ceased 
to occupy it for some time before Leiand was there ; for he 
saysj "The market towne of Petteworthe, in the wold of South 
Sax, is right well encreasid syns the yerles of Northumbreland 
used litle to ly there." Their ownership had in fact tempora- 
rily ceased for some fifteen years before King Edward's visit ; 
for Petworth was among the estates vested in the crown by 
act of ParUament 27 Henry VIIL, in the event of the decease 
of Henry sixth Eart of Northumberland without issue, which 
happened in 1537. During the reign of Edward VI. this 
honour remained in the hands of the crown,' and Henry Earl 
of Arundel was master of the game there ; we may therefore 
presume that the charge of the King's entertainment in great 
measure fell on that nobleman. In the next reign Petworth 
was restored to the Percies, by letters patent of 4 and 5 Philip 
and Mary. 

At Petworth the King slept four nights ; and, on the 25th of 
July he removed to Cowdray, where he remained until the 27th. 

In a letter which Edward soon after wrote to his friend 
Bamaby Fitz-Patrick (who was then in France, accompanying 
the French King in his campaign against the Emperor), he 
thus pleasantly alludes to the difference in their recent occu- 
pations; — . 

"For whereas you al have been occupied in killing of yonr 

enemies, in long marchings, in pained journays, iu extreme 

heat, in sore skirmishings, and divers assaltes, we have been 

occupied in kilUng of wild bestes, in pleasant jourueyes, in 

[ good fare, in vewing of fair countries, and rather have sought 

[ how to fortifie our own [»'. e. at Portsmouth] then to spoile 

. another man's. And, being thus determined, came to Gilford, 

from thens to Petworth, and so to Coudray, a goodly house 

of Sir Anthony Browne's, where we were marvelously, yea 

■ la the U3. L«aadowne 8, art. 17, is wilh the MembcrB of tbo same," from s 
B paper contiiiiitng " Tlie Nnmeii or tbs Surre; dated Scpl. 3, 1662. 
Loninliipi of the Uonour i.( Polworth, 

X. 20 
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rather excessively, bankcttcd. From thens we went to Hi 
□aker, a prcty house besides Cliicliestir. From 
Warblington,' &c. 

CowDRAT, when Edward was so sumptuously entertained 
there, was still in its early splendour. It had been built by 
Sir Wilhara Fitz-WiUiaui, Earl of Southampton, shortly after 
1533, when he received a Ucensc for its cmbattlenicut, and 
proceeded to surround with his new and ningnificent towers 
the ancient pile of his predecessors, the Bohuns, within which 
he formed his kitchen. I need not enter uito further details 
of the architecture of Cowdray House, which has been already 
80 fully described in our Collcctiong ,- but I cannot omit to 
remark that its paintings — those historical paintings by which 
Cowdray was distinguished beyond any other house of its own 
or even any subsequent time — were also presented in th) " 
fresh colours to the eyes of the youthful monarch. 

They consisted of some of the most memorable srenes in 
reign of Henry VHI., in which the late Sir Anthony Broi 
(who died in 154S) hud takeu a part; aud among them was one 
of King Edward's own procession from the Tower of London 
to Westminster, on the day before his coronation.^ 

The King perhaps slept at Cowdray, as his sister Elizabeth 
subsequently did on her visit in 1591, in what was called the 
" velvet bedchamber," which was then painted in fresco, with 
the naval battle fought in the harbour of Brest, in the year 
1513, m which Sir Edward Howard was killed. Subsequently 
the same chamber was hung with tajjestry worked from the 
cartoons of Rafifaelle. 

Sir Anthony Browne {the second of that name), who en- 
tertained King Edward, remained, like his cousins, the Poles, 
and as his father had been before him, an adherent to the 
ancient faith, and he consequently was highly favoured by 
Queen Mary, who created hira Viscount Montague. His first 
wife. Lady Jane Ratcliffe, daughter of Robert Earl of Sussex, 
died at Cowdray * withm a year after King Edward's \-i8it, viz. 
on the 22nd of July, 1553, — not 1552, as printed in Dallaway'a 

' Engraved by Ibe Socielj of Anti- = 8«r, in Uac^hya'a A'arji, p. S9, tbe fU- 

quarie*, in B IttTgo iiM, in 17 . . , inii de- npral, ontbe 4th of AuguM, 1563, of "my 

tcrihfA in An Aceount i(f lome £fislM La^i Browne, tho whjche the dcd in 

Hiiloncal. PaintiHgi al Coiadrg.n Sunex. chyldbod, the wrff of SorAnllicnT Brown 
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Rape of Chichester, an error the more remarkable on the pre- 
sent occasion, as, if that date iiatl been correct, her corpse 
would have been in the house during the " marvellous baii- 
quetting" with which the King was entertained. She was 
only twenty at her death, and therefore ouly nineteen at the 
King's visit. 

Halnaker, or IIalvenaker, as King Edward wrote the 
name, and which he described as " a pretty house beside 
Chichester," was the seat of Thomas Lord de la Warre, by 
whose father, Thomas the eighth lord, it had been erected 
early in the reign of Henry VIII. In its great hall, on the 
wainscot pnneUng, among the arms and cognizances of the 
family of West, were placed the royal arms of England and 
Aragon, which denoted the period of its decoration. To this 
lordly ball was attached a kitchen of suitable capacity, but 
which would have furnished but a small portion of the require- 
ments of Edward's numerous train ; of whom probably the 
greater number was lodged in the town of Chichester itself. 

That tlie concourse attendant on the royal progress con- 
tinued to be inconvenient, in its latter as well as its earlier 
stages, is shown by the titles of two proclamations which were 
issued during the following month : — 

"Aug. 8. A proclamation for th' advoyduig of sutche as have 
taken up theire lodging at Southampton without th'order of 
th'ai-bcngers. with a conimandement that other hereafter doe 
not attempt the like either thearc or any other place, upon 
paine of the Kinges greate indignation," &c. (MS. Reg. 
18C.XXIV. f 250^,) 

" Aug. 30. A proclamation to avoyde all manner of persones 
infected with pestilence or other contagious diseases, or having 
any persons in their houses therewithal! infected, from the 
courte and other places wherexinto the Kinges Ma"' shall 
repaire in this his Ma"" progresse. And also forbydding any 
th' inhabitantes of Poole or Wynborne Mynster, by reason of 
the plage theare, to resorte to the courte at Woodland or 
Cauford during his Ma''" abode theare." (Ibid. p. 252.) 

Such were the fetters imposed upon anything like popular 
enthusiasm or spontaneous exhibitions of loyalty in the reign 
of Edward VI. 

These documents, however, take us out of the county of 
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Siisaex, and are only to our present purpose as general i 
trations of the circumstances with wliicli the King's progi 
was attended. With the three names already noticed, Petwori 
Cowdray, and Ilalnaker, the stages of the progress in thi 
county are concluded ; and we are unable to guess the nai 
of the place intended in the following anecdote, though 1 
house in question, if really in this county, must have I 
situated somewhere near the hne of the royal travels ; — • 

"A Sussex (and not a Kentish) knight, having apcntj 
great estate at court, and reduced himself to one park aDdi 
fine house in it, was yet ambitious to entertain, not the Quej 
[Ehzabeth], but her brother, at it ; and to that purpose I 
new piiinted his gates, with a coat of arms and a motto of0i 
written— q'^-'^ V A N I T A S, 

in great golden letters. Sir Anthony Cooke (and not his e 
Cecil'), offering to read it, desired to know of the geiitlcn 
what he meant by O I A ? who told him it stood for own 
Sir Anthony replied, ' Sir, I wonder, having made your omm 
so little as you nave, you notwithstanding make yoiu- vattil 
80 large.' " (David Lloyd's S/a/e Wort/iies, 1070, p. 385.) 

In this passage the parenthetic remarks, " not a Kentis] 
"not the Queen," and "not his son Cecil," must be iii i 
rection of some former relation of the same story ; but whetfe 
they refer to the first edition of Lloyd's book, in 1G65, drj 
some other writer, I have not been able to ascertain. 

B of tho dRugbtora of Sir Anth 



Note. — The Privy Council sat at Petworth on the 23rd and 28th of Jo) 
at Cowdray on the 27th, 28th, and S9thi at Holfenakur on the 80th i 
last day of July, 1 at and 8rd of August. On the first day named there « 
two sittings, unlesa oue of the dates is miscopied in the MS. Adtlit. 14,0S6. 
At the first sitting were present the Lord Privy Seal (Bedford), the Lord 
Qobham, Mr. Treasurer {Sir Thomas Cheney), Mr. Vice-Chamberlayue (Sir 
John Gates), Mr. Secretarie Cecill, and Mr. Gage (Sir John Gage); nt the 
second, the Lord Cbainberlnjue (Dnroy), in addition. The Lord TVeasurer 
(Winchester) and the Duke of Suffolk were present in council at Petworth 
on the 26th, and at Ilalnaker; and Ihc Lord Great Chamberlain (Northampton) 
at Cowdray and Holnaker. A ^unt to Sir Jolm Cheke, the King's achool- 
ninster, that one of his household servants, at all times, might shoot in tho 
cross-bow, hand-gun, hack-liutt, or demy-hack, at certain fowl and deer therein 
mentioned, notwithstanding the statute of 33 Henry VIII,, was dated at 
Velworlh on the 23rd of July. 
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1. Part of an Ancient Necklace found at Crowlink. 
Mr pupil, Mr, Jotin Auckland Guy, the youngest memlier of the Susses 
Arthffiological Society, having uotiail several Uuea of iiitrenchmeiil on Crow- 
Hnk Farm, FrUlon, devoted some of hia Cliriatmaa koliduys to un examiuatlon 
of them. Hia excavations 
resulted in the discovery of 
aome fragnieiita of pottery 
of a very courae and brit- 
tle nature, and the atonca 
here represented, which 
have evidently formed part 
of a necklace. The hxrger 
or supposed pendent atone 
(perhaps an amulet), which 
like the others is of n grey- 
ish colour, bears evident 
marksofhaving been turn- 
ed in a lathe. A similar or- 
nament, probably of Saxon 
date, exists in the Faussett 
Collection. See Intenlorium Sepiiiehrale, pi. v. Mr. Guy's drawing repre 
tents the objecta at about half their actuul dimensions. 

Ha.se Antony Lowbb. 

2, Sir John de Braose's Epitaph at Wiston. 
ir John de Brewya or Braosi 
:. of the deceased, the following metrical 

Cs ttatis ijrfiriirtc quoli nan iaicl l)tT lapis iilt, 
dorpua ut orntlnr, stB spititus ut numoKtnr. 
%lnc tu qui IransJs, niiliius, magnus, pur 
T&xa mt fnntit ptitn quia 




i 
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The date or this mtfinoriiil is 1420. Curiously cuough, the e]Htaph wu pla- 
giarisnl upon tlur tumb of one John Rust, chaplain of Favenhaxu in Xcnt, 
where in the lime of Weever it existed, with the dal« 1461 ; and this copj 
supplies UB with the few words wautiog in the Wiaton brass. Weever's tiao- 
Kfipt contains several obvious blunders, the following bring a literal wp] 
from the FiiHeraU ifonuixeaU, 1631, page S76 : — 

" E> letltt Clirislt^ <]uod son jooat bio lapi« Ute, 
Corpus ut ometiir, s«d apiritUA ut memorelur. 
Hum tu ijui Initina, msguua, msdini, pnBr siitis, 
rro me funds pre««, quia rio miiifil ttmie tpet." 

—"Be thou witness, O Christ, that this stone lies here, not that my bmljr 
f be uiloriied. but Ihnt my soul may be remembered. Wherefore thou •lii> 
I ipMart by, be thou of miildlc age, or old, or young, oifer prajcrs for me, 
fintue thus is procured for me the hope of pardou." 

A still eEirlier plagiarism from the Wiston inscription is found on the mouit- 
uiont of VVUliiim Scot, Esq., at Braborne in Kent, dated H33 : — 
" Sis tntis, Christe, quod Don jscel hie lapii Ute, 
Corpu* ut ornetur, ted epiritus ut uiemoretur. 
Quiaquia eru qui trsDiieria, sio perlegu, plong 
Sum quod crii, Cu«ruiique quod ei ; pro me preoor, or*." 



I1ic fourth verse of this ii 
Sussex epilapb : — 



cription reminds us strongly of the very tavuuritr 



"All jou who come mj gnve to see, 
Ai I am MOW gov loon will be ; 
Therefore prepare to follow me." 

Whether it is strictly just to charge the men of Kent with having stolen » 
Sussex epitaph I cannot say. It is more probable that all the three were 
borrowed from some common source, aud. that there were papular tombstone 
inseriptious in the fifteenth century as well us in the nineteenth. 

M.\RK ASTONr LoWKB, 




3. Burial of John Fitz-Alan, Earl of Arundel, 

The Committee much regret that, owing to the indisposition of tlie E 
M. A. Tiemey, it has been necessary to postpone his proposed report of i 
identification of the bones of John Fitz-Alan, £url of Arundel, who died in 16^ 
in the chapel of Arundel College, when he visilod the crypt there, in Novemb* 
1857. Uy the kindness of our member, J. K.Walter Eyton, Esq., F.3AJ 
copy was proeured from his brother, the Rev. R. W. Eyton, the eminent h 
torian of Shropshire, of the very curious will of Full(e*Eyt°i (dated Feb, ] 
1451, and proTcU Dec. 14, 1454), who played ao remajltable a part ii 
ing over the bones of his lord, the earl, after his death in captivity in 
for their destined burial at Aruudel, according to the earl's wish in his wSI 



4. SuneJT Tokens. 

ToKEKB rnirci nf BrssiEr, i« thi Eighteenth (xkttet. ly rvi. 
C-oixEcno* OF Si* GxQ&ex Chttwyk, Baxt. lf^<». 

p E y y T. 

O. View of a cinnri viti tzws (HoCinffUMtt) ; kc. **BiiEUii AV!«nr, 

SoBsex ;^ ex. Jacobs. 
R. Globe stjnding on Uk rose md^us^tle; ^ Biitisli pamr, 17S*Tr 



HALFPE53IIES. 

BaUtL. 

1. O. Remains of Battel Abbcv, sairwmdfid whi tnts^ ; leg. " Hal^prnm ^; 

ex. 1796. 
R. InscripUon, in fiire lines, " Bfllfle Promissorj Hai^xauij, ponrable in 
Snsex." 

BrigkUm. 

2. O. Profile of the Prince of Wales ; leg. " Geoiee, Prince of Wales."' 

R. The Prince's crest and motto; kg. " UalfpeoDj''; date belov, 17'JI. 
E. " Brighton Camp Halfpenny • • •." 

3. O. and R. as No. 2. 

£. '* Brighton Camp Halfpenny, mdccxcit.*' 
4.* O. and R. as No. 2, but the date 1793. 
E. " Payable at London or Brighton • ♦." 

5. O. An officer standing with drawn sword ; liehind him a distant vMrw of 

camp; leg. "Brighton." 
R. A city besieged, shells being thrown into it, and a moutitcxl ofi'u^j and 
artillery in the foreground ; leg. " Halfpenny/' 

6. O. as No. 5. 

R. Divided into two compartments : in the upper, ships of war, and in 
the lower, trophies and implenieota of war : ex. ** 1795/' 
7.*0. Inscription in the centre, '* Honor the 1lim%'/* leg* '*VnsnW at 
W. MigheU's/' 
R. In the centre, " 1796," and kg, ** Brighthelra*t/;ne," nw\ Um^jr U%. 
" Halfpenny/' 

8 .♦ 0. Front face and bust (ff i^m Bli/.a»i«th j 1^. " (^m^n VXvmUM^r 
R. Chichester Cross ; kg. •M;hkh#?sti?r WMm'Uu^;' •-.%. 1794. 
E. " Payabk at Daily's, Cbkfaest^r. • • " 

9 .♦ 0. Front view of a hous*? j k((, ** t^Uhiff's l/ibrsry /' j«i#f uwi^f Mm- \m)\i\ 
ing, "anil l^urigi;, 1794/' 
R. Inscrijrtion, in ftvu II»M's, " I'r'^f^rUy iii i\^ (^Hihf ^^Un tluM K««t» 

bourns/' 
E. "Celebrateii (nr mrn sir aiiil mf^'imlMH^'* 
10. An impretsiim with imw <^/v^riM' 4U* 



^^B '"^^^HHHHB 
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^^^^^^^H 






^K 


11 





A dplier "G. It.," formed of small leaves end flowm; crest. ^^H 
Lamia ;" leg. " For the Pulilic Good," date below, " 1 794." ^^H 








E 


Arms (said to be of county), but in truth a shield, sunnounteil by three 
castles, and amiH of Tregoa or Fuller, on an escutcheon of pre- 
tence; leg. " Sussex Half-penuy Token," and on a label beneath 
the ams, " 1 7114." 

" Pnjable by G. Ring, Franl. • " • •," bronied. 




K. 


13 






13 




Au urtist's proof, but, as usuni, with an incorrect etige. 
Ea»t Orimtead. 


1* 





The Freemaaoiia' arms, supporters, crest and niolto; leg. "I'm bo 
publico." 




R 


A cipher " J,1I.B„" n pair of seales, iibove mid bclo\¥, "17118 
leg. " Knst Grinslcad Halfpenny." 








K. 


" Payable at J. U. Boomau's • •." 


IS 


•0 


A cutter under sail, with oak bnmclies beneath ; leg. " Succees a 




11 


Aims of the Cinque Ports, between palm and laurel bronchea ; 1 

■' Hastings Halfpenny"; dale below, "1794." 
" Payable by James Tebays, Hastings ■." 




E. 


16 




Another irapreesion, with a new reverse die, distinguishable by i 
ribbon above the shield almost touching the legend, "G.Sl 
and approaching much nearer to the H in Hastings on the opj 
Bite side. 

Horshun. 


17 





A laurtllei! bust of George III. in profile; leg. " Long live the Kinj 




K. 


An auelior entwined by a cable ; leg. •• P. Pinlosh, Horsham"; d 
below, "Uai." 




E. 


Milled. 

A'ortAiiim. 


18 





Arms (of Fuller) surrounded by oak branches ; leg. " For the d 
venieuce of Society •." 




It. 


A cipher " J. V.," crest a wheatsheaf ; leg. " Halfpenny token, p 
able at"; date, "1791"; a sprig above. 




E. 


" Payable at Joiin FoUers, Northiam," 


19 




Another specimen, with a different reverse die, the cipher and cm 
being longer than in No. 18. 


30 


•0 


Arms (of Gilbert) between palm and oak branches j leg. " Unanim 
is the bond of Society." , 




tt. 


Halfpennv"; date below the dpher, "1794." 


L 


E. 


" Psvubk at G. Gilbert's, Northinra ■ • •." 
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I'Sl. 0. Au o|>en tea-chest lietween sugnr-looves, ami a jmir of scnlta ulrove ; 
leg. "G.Bennett, Grocer, Rye, Sussex"; ex. "1791)." 
R. An oruameated cipher, "G.B."j leg. " l''or the use of Trade." 
E. Milled. 

JFinchtUea. 
I SS.'O. A heehive with bees, and a roae-busli, &c. within a circle; leg. "In- 
dustry the source of content." 
R. Arms of the CinijUK Porta, between palm branches ; leg. "Winchelsen 

Hnlfpeany," ilate below, " 1794." 
E. " Payable at Richard Mapleadeu'a, Winchelacn • •." 



i"49. O. A city besieged ; leg. " Halfpenny " (BrigUton), as tUc R. of No. 6. 

R, Sliips at sea, and bcnentli military trophies, date " 1796," as R. ot 
No. 6. 
I hare specimens of those marked with an asterisk, and the two following, 
""' in Sir Ueorgc's collection: — 

Brighton. — O. St. Paul's Cathedral; leg. "London and Brighton 
Halfpenny." 
U. Arms of Brighton, between laurel branches ; leg. "Pay- 
able at the warehouse of J. Spittle, London, 17'J5," 
above arnas. " or of 1. Kirby, or B. Lashmar," 
below " Brighton." 
Chkhtiter. — O. Portrait of J.Howard; leg, "John Howard, F.S.A,, 
Philanthropist." 
R. The sun and moon, a castle below, with an eacutcheoik 

of the arms of Chichester. 
E. " Payable (it Sharp's, Portsmouth and Chichester." 
Wm, Durbant Coopek. 



5. Biialed Braaaea. 

At page 816 of Vol. IX. is a copy of the lost memorial brass of " Jafjannli 
SKinwlt, Brnobs, unitu iSdciorttm Bt Jxinutiall Enn," The original not being 
now extant, the inscription was copied from the Burrell MSS. and from s MS. 
book in the Rectory. I'he unintelligible word " Beiuti'" is obviously erro- 
neous,. though it has been conjectured to be contracted ftom " pernoiilit"; 
but OS the word is underlined with dots in the Burrell MSS., as if the reading 
were doubtful, it may with great probability be assumed to have been misread, 
from the contraction of " gentroMi el," AtnoCi A, which would make the sense 
at once clear. Another error occurs also at the bottom of ])flge Hi in the 
eopy of the inscription to Sir John de Lewes, who built oU the chancel, "tot 
(Ut Ctjanctllnt fit," the word tut in the Burrell MS. is misprinted ful in the 
test. 

W. S. Walfobh. 

X. 27 
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6. Eciungham Brass. 
Since th^ notice or the brasses of the Ecliingham family, in Vol. IX. p. SS9, 
wai published, the Rev, J. H. Rush hu diseoTered an eorlirr inseription oti 
the back of the small brass pinte in the south rhantw of the nare of Eching- 
ham Church, which records the deatha of EUrobelli Eehingham in 146S, ami 
of Agnes Oxenbridge in 1480. The kinsmen, tberefore, who wished to pie- 
aerve the memory of these ladies, appear to have tbougbl it fit aud )>ecomtng 
lo devote to this purpose the sepulchral brass of a worthy London citizen a od 
nierctr. Thomas Austin, as testified by this inscription : — _^H 

)t!ic jam CTIiotnas 9u«tin. 6Uus Cjiomc Suslio, .^^H 

quontiam cibti tt mtncri HanDon i^ui obiit nfai die ^^H 

mnu; iHaii 3°. BniftUotb cuj ait ppart"lwaBw» ^^ 

Tt nill be observed, that owin<; to this pious fraud, the termination of each 
line was clipped of a few letters. 



7. Roman Pavement at Danny. 
A considerable extent of liomon pavement nnd hypocnust has been lately, 
in 185T and 1858, uncovered in a tield about a quarter of a mile north-west 
from Danny, in the parish of Hurst-Pierpoint, by William Campion, Esq. It 
occupied the summit of some rising ground, and lay about a foot below the 
surface of the soil. The pavement was composed almost wholly of red brick 
teascrffi, one inch square, with a few smaller ones of a grey stone, but without 
any artistic arrangement, and was traced to an estent of eighty feet by a 
breadth of about thirty feet. The most Goutberu part was the lirat accidentally 
tliscovere^l, and evidently displayed the remains of a hypocausi, the end of 
which was occupied by a heap of wood-ashea, two feet six inches deep. The 
noor seems to have been supported by thick walla of flints mixed with large 
flat tiles, The apartments were divided by some walls of flint, with some 
chalk foundations, the most northern room being four inches lower than the 
level of the others. Besides various fragments of coarse pottery and Samiau 
ware, one smalt Boman brass coin was found, but too imperfect to afford 3 
clue to the date. Other previous discoveries of Homan relics had been made 
in the parish; and the situation of this pavement on the lower ground beneath 
the north sides of the South Downs, within sight of the Roman camps at 
Chanktonbury and Devil's Dyke on their prominent points, seems to fumiab 
an interesting connection with similar antiquities found at Edburton three 
miles south-west, and at Clayton one mite and a half south-east, from the 
locality. Future excavations may perhaps lead to further discoveries. 



8. Worsted. 

In addition to the various forms in which the word appears — Wircato, 
Voited, Wonlsd, fTorslede (as mentioned. Vol. IX. p. 11. n. 14)— may be 
adduced "a gowne of ^'or«(,"and "akirtleof Jf'ostft," in a will, a. d. 166(1, 
printed by the Surtees Society, p. 253. 
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9, Pruperly of the Pelhams tji Sussex. 

.bvAith 

I conclude, addressed to the Right Hon. Harry Pelbam, gives some references 
not made in Collins's Baronage (4to, 1727), and appears of Bufficient interest 
to be adjeil to the Suuex JTchieologkal Colkctiona. 

Frederic Ouvrt, 

•• SI. JokaU Square, CUrienteell, JJw. TIM, 17B3, 

" Most Hon""? Sir, — As I was very intininte with Mr, Anstis, the late 
Garter King of Arms, I lately applied to bis son, the present Garter, for the 
loan of some manuseripts that I had referetices to, aad be knowing how I was 
favoured by his father, very readily supplied me with what I desired. 

" In one of them, in the handwriting of Francis Thynn, Lancaster Herald 
in the reign of Queen Eliznbetb, who, with grejkt judgment and diligence 
having long studied the antiquities of this kingdom, was an admirable anti- 
quary, as his coUeetions testify, and as Camden informs us, in several parts of 
his Brilannia. I tind in his collections a copy of a deed of Simon de Felham, 
in the reign of King Henry III., whereby he sold the manor of Cowling with 
the appurtenances, in Kent, to John de Cobham, for four hundred marks, a 
great sume in those days. 

" I also find that the manor of Laughtou, in Susses, was in jointure to the 
Lndy Joan Pelham, in 9 Henry VI., as also the manors of Swansey, Trevese, 
Notebomc, Chiltington, Bevylham, Burgbersc, and the Rape of Hastings. 
She was the widow of the famous Sir John Felham, living in the reigns of 
King Richard II., King Henry IV., King Henry V., and died in 7 Henry VI. 

" Sut, notwithstanding Sir John Felham and his lady were possesst oFthat 
manor, yet John de Veer, Earl of Oxford, gave some trouble to Sir John 
Pelhnm, his grandson, in the reign of King Edward the IVth, as appears 
from the enclosed. I have a succession of the lords of the manors of Laughtoa 
from the reign of King Henry the Iltd, who in Ma thirty-first year, lat AprO, 
granted free warren therein to Peter de Savoy, lord of the honor of Richmond. 
If you please to have an account thereof, I will draw it out from my collec- 
tions ; and will attend at the Treasury to-morrow for your commands. 

" It troubles me that now ray neeessilys oblige me to ask your favour in 
ordering the warrant for ray lest half year's pension, the last I received being 
before Uidsomer's day ; and tho' I am as good an oeconomist as possible, aud 
live in a poorer way thmi I was boni to, yet find a want as soon as the half 
year is expir'd. I wish, sir, you would make some provision for me, that I 
might not be farther troublesome to you, which I should remember with the 
utmost gratitude, and do all in my power to deserve, who am, with the 
greatest regard, 

" Sir, your most faithful! and most devoted humble servant, 

"ARTHm Collins." 

"I have two . — ...- .. 
by me, whereby I am obi 



full of books, manuscripts, and collections, purchaseil 
'■'iged to have a larger house than otherwnys woidd he 
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needful in my present circumstances. I have made indexes to all 
torians, books of aiiti qui ties, nnd ranny miscellanies, that I am confident j 
man in the kingdom has the like." 



ENCLOaURE. 

Es collect. Fr, Thynne, Lane. Fecial, 

" Simon de Pelliam dat Johanai dc Cobham, manerium de Cowling, I 
ijro 400 marcia pne manibua solutia. HiJs teatibits Rogero de NoTthwi 
1). Fidcone Paifcrer, D.W. Sentclere, D.Will. de Valonis, militibus." 

It is transcribed literatim as Thyunc wrote it, and it was customary b 
the reign of King Edward I., for deeds to be without date; jot it is c ' 
from our records that John dc Cobham was living in the reign of I 
Henry III., as was William de Valonis, one of the witnesses. 

(1419). Margaret de Uoo, 1 June, 7 Henry Y., acknowledges herself in- 
debted to Sir John Felham, sen., Knt., Sir John Pelham, jun., Knt., and 
Itobert Wrytele, £1000, to lie paid at Christmas next. 

(1429). Joan Lady Pelham, lady of the manor of Laughton, appoints John 
Halle, Esq., steward of her said mannor of Laughton and hundred of Shepe- 
lake, and grants to him, for executing the said office, live marks per annum 
during her life. Dated at Laughton, Thursday after the Feast of St. John the 
Baptist. 8 Henry VL 

(1430). ChiiiB.8HenryVLindors. m.l,inTurr.Lond. Sir John Pelham, 
Chevalier, recites, " Whereas Sir Roger de Fynnes, Chevalier, held of liim the 
manor of Herstmonceux, in com. Suss., with its appurtenances, by homage, 
fealty, suit of court, castle-guard, and other services ; he now releases to the 
said Sir Roger, his heirs and assigns, all his right in all the said services, ex- 
cepting only the fealty. Dated 20 April, 8 Henry VI," 

(1436). Claus. 14 Henry VL Sir John Pelham, Knt., son of Sir John 
Pelham, Knt., recites. Whereas " Joan, late wife of Sir John Pelhara, his father, 
held in dower inter al. the hundred of Foxherle, in com. Suss,, with its appur- 
tenances, remainder to the said Sir John the son and his heirs : and whereas 
the said Joan granted her right in the same to Sir Roger Fenys. Knt., for life ; 
now the said Sir John continns the said grant, and remises and releases to 
the said Sir Roger and bis heirs his right in the premises for himself and his 
heirs. Dated 8 January, 14 Henry VI." 

(1466). Claus. 6 Edw. IV. By indenture 17 July, 6 Edw. IV., between 
John dc Veer, Earl of Oxford, of the one part, and Sir John Pelham, Knf., 
on the other part, witnesseth. that " whereas divers disputes have huppen'd 
between the said partya touching the title of the mannor of Laughton and 
hundred of Shepelake, with the appurtenances, in the connty of Sussex ; it is 
hereby agreed, that Sir John Pelham, Knt., for his right and title in tho pre- 
mises, shall pay to the said Earl of Oxford 1000 marks, and giving security 
for the payment of the said sum. the Earl covunanta to make him a title. 
On the aoih of August following (he said Kuri of Oxford uck now ledges lo have 
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Tcceired of tlie said Sir Joliii Pelham, by tlie hands of Hugh Fenne, in the 
oburch of St. Thomas of Aeon, Loudon, 3oO mnrks sterling, in part of the 
sflid 1000 marks : and by indenture, dnted the S5th of the said month, the 

»uid Earl of Oxford releases nil his right and title to the premises to the afore- 
uid Sir John Pelham, Knt. 



10. (?) The Manor of Wyke or Court Wick, 



I 



_ the parish of Leominater, Sussex, was, a.D. 1539, in the possea-iion of the 
%[onBstery of Tewkesbury. I nm desirous of ascertaining whence and in what 
yeiir it came into the possession of that house. The chartulariea in Dugilale's 
Monaslicon give no iuformation ; and Dallaway's notices of the descent of 
the manor are singularly incorrect. One moiety of it had descended from 
Stephen le Power to the Apsley family ; and from the fact of its being 
charged with a small annual payment, "hered" de Apsley" [Falor EceUaat- 
tieiit, vol. ii. p. 475), it probably was granted to the monastery by some 
member of that family. 



Hugh P. VV*, 



11. Lewes Castle the County Pyison? 



Although under the commissions of guol delivery down to ujid induding 
tbatof 22HeuryVUI.(1530), the assizes were holden at East Grinstead or 
Horsham, yet the commissions were to relieve or deliver the prisoners in Lewes 
Castle, which was then the prison, like York, Lancaster, and other castles, at 
this day. In the town records of Lewes, 1565, is on entry of 13*. W. dis- 
bursed by the constables, " for making a place for the justices of asayse to sit 
yn. who kept the assyaes yn the town yn somer last past." What part of the 
castle was used as a gaol P was it to the north-west of the gateway P when 
was its use for this purpose discontinued? and was 1565 the tirst year that 
' IJ at Lewes? 

Wm. Durrant Coopeu. 



la. Lindfield Nunnery ? 

map of the parish of LindGeld, a view is introduced of 

of old buildings, not far from Liudficld Bridge, named as LindfieLd 

Holland's Notes to Camden's Britannia mention indeed thot there 

^tablishment there ; but, as no ancient document alludes to 

s invited to account for this name. 
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13. Errata in Vol. IX. 

Page 233, 1. 24. —The misnomer of " Jeflfery " was quoted from Tanner's 

Notitiay and was not an error of Eev. A. Hussey. 
The reference should have been to pages 259 and 283 
of Hussey' s Sussex Cht^rches. 

Page 317, 1. 5, for St. Blastus, read St. Blasius. 

Page 326, 1. 41, for East Mascall son, read East Mascalls on. 

Page 341, for bapt. read bom, in last line of Noyes Pedigree, from 

Nos. 1 to 7. 

Page 362, 1. 2. The cucking-stool at Hye Church had fallen nearly to 

pieces; it has been put together again, and is still 
preserved in the disused northern chancel. 
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